
Inventory No: WTI.8

Historic Name: Travelors Home - Tiasquam
House - Howes House

Common Name: Vineyard Open Land Foundation
Business Office

Address: 1042 State Rd

City/Town: West Tisbury

Village/Neighborhood: West Tisbury;

Local No: 32-97;

Year Constructed: 1850

Architectural Style(s): No style;

Use(s): Business Office; Hotel or Inn; Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture; Commerce; Community Planning; Conservation;

Area(s): WTI.A, WTI.D

Designation(s): Local Historic District (11/30/1982);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood; Wood Shingle;
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
O f f i c e of the S e c r e t a r y , State H o u s e , B o s t o n 

me 

In A r e a no. F o r m no. 

i. 
A (32 -97 ) 

West T i s b u r y 

d r e s s S o u t h Road 

Howes House 

i p n — c r a w sK.ei.cn o i ou i lO ing l o c a t i o n 
i n r e l a t i o n to n e a r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s and 
o ther b u i l d i n g s . Ind ica te n o r t h . 

let 

i 

O f f i c e f o r V i n e y a r d Open 
sent use Land F o u n d a t i o n and V i n e 

y a r d C o n s e r v a t i o n S o c i e t y 

sent owne r Town o f West T i s b u r y 

c r i p t i o Q : 

e c a . 1850 
H i s t o r y o f M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d , 

o u r c e by B a n k s , Volume I I , p . 1 0 0 

V e r n a c u l a r 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c s t a i n e d s h i n g l e 

O u t b u i l d i n g s (descr ibe ) none 

O t h e r f e a tu r e s v a r i e d r o o f l i n e ; b r o k e n 
ped imen t ed dormer w indow; s e v e r a l p o r c h 
a d d i t i o n s and e x t e n s i o n s ; bay w indow; 
v a r i e d f e n e s t r a t i o n : 2 / 2 , 1 / 1 , and 6/6 

A l t e r e d e x t e n s i v e 

M o v e d 6 ' f r om r o a d 

Date p r i o r t o 1900 

Date 1900 

5. L o t s i z e : 

One a c r e o r l e s s O v e r one a c r e 1.6 

A p p r o x i m a t e f rontage 1 6 5 ' 

A p p r o x i m a t e d i s t a n c e of b u i l d i n g f r o m s t r e e t 

30J 
S a l l y Cox 

6. R e c o r d e d by V i c t o r i a L . D i S t e f a n o 
West T i s b u r y H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t S t u d y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n C o m m i t t e e / M a r t h a ' s V i n e y a r d 
Commiss i on 

Da te 11/10/79 

i 

http://sK.ei.cn


w r r . 

7. O r i g i n a l o w n e r ( i f known) 

O r i g i n a l use_ as an Inn 

Subsequent u s e s ( i f any) and da tes a succession of Inns 

8. T h e m e s ( check a s m a n y as app l i c ab l e ) 

A b o r i g i n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
The A r t s 
C o m m e r c e 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
C o m m u n i t y d e v e l opmen t 

x 

x 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 
E d u c a t i o n 
E x p l o r a t i o n / 

s e t t l emen t 
I n d u s t r y 
M i l i t a r y 
P o l i t i c a l 

x R e c r e a t i o n 
R e l i g i o n 
S c i e n c e / 

i n v e n t i o n 
S o c i a l / 

h u m a n i t a r i a n 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e ( inc lude e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e m e s c h e c k e d above) 

This house i s f i r s t mentioned i n M s t o r y of Martha's Vineyard by Charles Banks(1) 
"on the opposite side of the road from the o l d Cathcart house stands the b u i l d i n g 
known i n 1850 as the Traveler's Heme, then kept by W i l l i a m Athearn and i n l a t e r 
years c a l l e d the Tiasquam House". 

The records i n the R e g i s t r y of Deeds (3) shows that i t was purchased by an 
Athearn i n 1862 from a S i l a s Nickerson. 

The o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e was a two-story cross gable wood frame b u i l d i n g w i t h a 
shallow g r a n i t e foundation and a side h a l l entrance. P r i o r to 1900, another s t o r y 
was added, a two-story porch was added to the south and a 1% s t o r y e l l w i t h a bay 
window and one s t o r y k i t c h e n extension was added to the nort h . The owner at that 
time, a New Yorker, moved the house back only s i x feet i n order to accommodate 
a f r o n t yard. The basement foundation v e r i f i e s t h i s move. 

Sold to Joseph Howes i n 1921 (4) i t was then a 2% s t o r y house w i t h a d d i t i o n s . 
The house l a t e r passed i n t o the hands of Gladys Jones(5) who gave i t to the Town of 
West Tisbury i n 1976. No e x t e r i o r changes have been recorded s i n c e 1900. 

A photograph taken between 1890-1898 which hangs i n the Howes House l i s t s the names 
of former inns which were l o c a t e d i n t h i s b u i l d i n g : The Hotel Red Eye, Seaview H o t e l , 
Traveler's Home, and the Tiasquam House. 

10. B i b l i o g r a p h y and/or r e f e r e n c e s ( such as l o c a l h i s t o r i e s , d eeds , a s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s , 
e a r l y m a p s , e t c . ) 

(1) H i s t o r y of Martha's Vineyard, Volume I I , "Annals of West Tisbury", p.100 
(2) Memories of Mr. W i l l i s G i f f o r d who was then about 9-10 years o l d . 
(3) R e g i s t r y of Deeds Book 42, p.16. 
(4) R e g i s t r y of Deeds Book 340, p.232. 
(5) R e g i s t r y of Deeds Book 371, p.138. 
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Addendum prepared by PAL, September 2009 
 
Property Name: Howes House 
Map-Lot: 32-097 
 
 X  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.  If checked, you must attach a 
completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION  
There have been no significant changes to the property since the most recent inventory form was submitted. 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 
See Form A for WTI.D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph 
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