


Stillpoint Application for Use

This a quiet campus - users must abide by all West Tisbury noise bylaws.
Maximum capacity of the barn is 100 people (including staff).
All applicants must provide proof of liability insurance.
Sale of alcohol is not allowed.
Smoking is prohibited in the barn.

Stillpoint reserves the right to decline applications for use due to a lack of fit with our
mission and core values, permit limitations, or for any other reason, at our sole
discretion.

Before applying to use the space at Stillpoint, please review our mission and core
values to see if your project might be a fit.

Standard user fees apply. However, if the user fee is a barrier for you and if your work
falls within our mission, please describe your situation, so that Stillpoint can consider
assisting you with fundraising.

MISSION:
Stillpoint is an educational non-profit providing a community space for classes,
conversation, and contemplation.

CORE VALUES:
community—public enjoyment of nature, gardens, walking trails
classes—lifelong learning in a variety of disciplines
conversation—connecting people regardless of beliefs
contemplation—quiet cultivation of beautiful qualities of heart

Name:
Email:
Mailing Address:
Organization affiliated with (if any):
Days/times requested:
How did you hear about us:

Please tell us about your offerings and how they relate to our educational mission and
core values.



Stillpoint Policies and Procedures
for Educational and Off-Mission Events

Stillpoint is an educational non-profit providing a community space for classes,
conversation, and contemplation. Our primary and dominant purpose is educational; at
least 80% of our events will be educational. To raise funding for our educational
mission, up to 20% of our events may be off-mission.

All events shall comply with all applicable rules, regulations, and bylaws in the Town of
West Tisbury and all MVC conditions (attached below). In addition:

Event Policies

We will give priority to events that welcome a diverse range of political, ethnic, and
socio-economic viewpoints. Stillpoint will not be available to groups promoting racism or
violence.

All events must be accessible to fire, police, and other emergency vehicles.

Event tents no larger than 20x30 feet are permitted on a case-by-case basis.

Stillpoint attendees will adhere to the Land Bank usage policy.

Event Protocol

Any organization or individual using the space must comply with all Stillpoint policy and
procedures and pay a deposit if indicated. Any failure to comply will result in termination
of any use agreement and loss of any deposit.

Users must submit a plan for load in / load out of all materials and present a plan that
shows their best efforts to create zero waste. Composted material can be placed in
Stillpoint’s compost pile but all recyclables and other trash must be removed from the
premises.

All users must ensure that the exterior grounds and interior of the barn are entirely clean
upon finishing. Any failure to do so will result in a loss of all or part of the deposit– at
Stillpoint’s sole discretion.

Accessibility

Stillpoint is fully accessible, with a ramp at the front entrance.

Restroom is handicapped and wheelchair accessible.



Martha’s Vineyard Commision Conditions on Events at Stillpoint
(as written in the May 18, 2023 Decision of the MVC on DRI 279-M)

1. Events held on the property shall be subject to the following conditions:
a. Events with 35 attendees or fewer – not more than 5 in any one day.
b. Events with 36 to 100 attendees – not more than 3 in any one week.
c. No more than 20% of all events may be off-mission.
d. No more than 38,000 attendees per year.
e. No weddings will be permitted.

An “event” is a gathering of ten or more attendees for a common purpose. An
“attendee” includes staff, guests, and any other person on the premises for an event.
Events include sponsored events and other activities occurring on the premises.

2. The Applicant shall keep records of the frequency of events, including the entity
or entities associated with each event, the basic nature of each event, and the
number of attendees per event. These records shall be provided to the
Commission every six months during the first two years that events occur at the
site.

3. There shall be no outdoor amplification, except as may be required to comply
with ADA requirements. Indoor amplification shall be limited to that needed for
films and people speaking at events, and quiet recorded music. Amplified sound
as measured at any property boundary shall not exceed 5 dB(A) above ambient
as measured at the same time.

4. As offered, events may be offered daily from 7AM, but shall cease at 10PM.
5. As offered, no overnight accommodations (including tents) may be provided or

permitted on lot 4.11.
6. As offered, the sale of alcohol is prohibited on the premises.
7. As offered, Stillpoint will work with the West Tisbury Police Chief to determine if a

traffic detail is required and for what duration, based on the timing of events and
expected number of attendees.

8. As offered, there shall be no more than 60 vehicles parked onsite at one time.
This includes the 40 proposed parking spaces along the access road, plus
overflow parking for 20 vehicles. A plan for the 20 overflow spaces, including any
required clearing, shall be submitted to the LUPC for review and approval prior to
receipt of a Certificate of Occupancy.

9. As offered, Stillpoint shall not permit attendees at activities on the Stillpoint
property to enter the Polly Hill Arboretum property from the Stillpoint property
unless Stillpoint has received prior written permission from Polly Hill Arboretum
for said entry.



Town of West Tisbury
Police Department 

on 
The Island of Martha’s Vineyard

West Tisbury, Massachusetts 02575 
508-693-0020 

      
      Matthew L. Mincone 
             Chief of Police 

January 17, 2023 

Dear Mr. Bena, 

I’ve visited the Stillpoint entrance/exit, took photos, and observed the flow of traffic.  

If Stillpoint is granted approval, I will work with you to determine if a traffic detail is required and for what 
duration, based on the timing of events and expected number of attendees. Quoted directly from the town’s 
event permit sign off sheet: “Events that anticipate an attendance of 150 people or more require a police detail; 
other events with a lower anticipated attendance may also require a detail. Organizers must check with the 
Police Department”.   

Thank you. 

 
Chief Matthew L. Mincone 



Letter from Fire Chief, Stillpoint


From: <gpachico@westtisburyfire.org>
Date: Thu, Sep 8, 2022 at 9:18 AM
Subject: RE: Stillpoint Update
To: Thomas Bena <thomasbena@gmail.com>

Hi Thomas,

                Thank you for the site visit the other day, always makes things easier to understand and 
get the vision when you can see it.

I feel the layout you are proposing can work very well, the main road in to the barn is already 
“Fire truck”  accessible, the turn into the barn area and drop off section is enough area for trucks 
to make the turn. The road leaving the barn area will need minor tree work and hardening of the 
ground. All in all, it will work for the Fire Dept. We talked about leaving an access point at the 
back of the building, which already exists, this should remain. We also discussed leaving the 
access point to the back side of the pond, which already exists, this would be helpful if kept and 
maintained as a secondary access to the pond for a water source if needed. Priority water access 
would be the hydrant connection at North Road Intersection.

 

Greg
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@ËË@ÌÉÍËBUUË���ÈÈ��\ÎÉUË��BËBVÏBT�� ��



� �������������	�
��������

��������������������������������������� ��������������!�"��� �����"�#��!�� ����"���� ������������!�������������$�!���!��������%�����#���&!���#���$����������������!���$��������� �#��"�&�������"���������������$��!��"������#�!'���"�������#��(�������$��(���������"��!��"������#�!�����"�� �"������$���������#�"�&���� ����)���� ��	����
���*
����%
�+���,-./-01/2�34�05-�6377389-1:05�
;<=�>?@�ABA>�BCD>E�F;

;G�HIJ���KLMLNO�PQRSTUD�ABA>VVACAABB�����W<XTD�VY>?YABA>�CD>EDBB�F;


	Stillpoint Police Chief Letter.pdf
	The Island of Martha's Vineyard




