


SEG S427 

Applicant: Middle Point Bend, LLC 

 

RE: Appeal of the Building & Zoning Inspectors Determination dated February 5, 2024 

 208 & 216 Middle Point Road 

 Assessor’s Map 39, Parcels 7&8 

 West Tisbury, MA 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

The project consists of an Appeal of the Building & Zoning Inspector’s Determination dated 

February 5, 2024, regarding the installation of a small fireplace in the Studio portion of the 

accessory structure currently undergoing renovations at the above referenced property.   

 

Below is the Definition of a Studio/Craft Workshop in the Zoning Bylaw (Section 14.2): A non-

habitable structure or portion of a structure used for hobbies or a home occupation. A 

studio/workshop may have a bathroom. 

 

In his Determination Letter, the Building & Zoning Inspector states that “the studio appears to 

be a non-habitable structure that may have a bathroom. It does not appear that a fireplace 

would be allowed.” 

 

In reviewing this Appeal, we request that the Zoning Board of Appeals consider the following: 

• Craft Workshops with fireplaces have previously been allowed in West Tisbury. 

• Studios have been allowed to have washing machines and driers. 

• There are examples of pool houses (also non-habitable structures) with fireplaces. 

• In the Definition of a Studio/Craft Workshop it is stated that a bathroom is allowed, 

however, no other features are listed (e.g. a television, washing machine or drier). We do 

not believe that the lack of mention of a fireplace is intended to prohibit its presence in a 

Studio. We believe that the reason a bathroom is specifically referenced is to provide a 

mechanism for a non-habitable structure with a bathroom to be considered a Studio, and 

not be counted as a bedroom. 

 
 


