
P O Box 400 

West Tisbury 

MA 

8 June, 2023 

STILLPOINT PROJECT 

Dear ZBA Board: 

Unresolved Carpal Tunnel syndrome in both hands, lingering since 

last fall and unresolved despite treatment and surgery severely 

hampers my ability to write or type so my apologies for typos in this 

message.  It is personally very frustrating because the The Stillpoint 

project – if permitted in its current “evolved form” has the ability – by 

its size, its location, and its nature --  to profoundly  affect and impact 

our community town in very unfortunate ways.   A bit of context:  I have 

served the Town for many years in various capacities but most 

effectively as a planning board member since 1986.  During my time I 

have had a variety of opportunities to help plan projects which 

positively affect the community and, as well, participate in reducing, 

even eliminating, the size and impacts of those which would negatively 

impact it and our island way of life.  I am very grateful for those 

opportunities and it gives me (and others) great pleasure to note many 

projects all over town which have benefitted.  

As a Planning Board member I participated in the original 

subdivision in 1988, which created a number of potential lots, an 

affordable housing lot, and a lot for the original old Priester house, as 

well as a lot for a house moved by Ben Clark.   The conditions and 

restrictions – which are still in effect – are extremely well thought out 

and detailed.    I believe that you have a copy.   Please reference 

Condition VI 1 B about the validity.   



 The affordable housing condition was fulfilled, the Clark’s ”old  

house” was moved onto a lot,  following which the property remained 

undeveloped for many years.   In 2008, all of the property was 

purchased by Claudia Miller and she contracted with South Mountain 

Company to design and construct a solar powered barn as an accessory 

structure to the “Clark” House as a private yoga studio with half of the 

barn used to store landscaping equipment.    In 2012 It was given a 

special permit as an accessory structure,  appurtenant to the lot 

previously  belonging to Clark.  It all remained in the Miller ownership 

until sold several years ago to the current owners.  The yoga barn  was 

only permitted as accessory to the lot now owned by E. B. White et al.   

its legality could be tenuous. 

 Bur more importantly, I am saddened, and alarmed by the current 

plans for the barn lot and the other two lots now owned by Bena et 

alia.  The uses now planned (very different from the initial proposal) as 

a commercial use (even if only 20% of the use) venue actually 

constitutes “spot zoning” which Massachusetts does not allow.  This is 

also not a version of the relief allowed in some instances under the so 

called Dover Amendment; it is for profit commercialism.  Pure and 

simple.  Note:   this is also not a home business eligible for either a 

permit by right or by special permit in the RU district.  IT IS THE 

BLATANT SUBVERSION OF ZONING AND A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCTIAL 

LOT IN THE RU FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES.    As explained by the 

proponents this could allow up to 38,000 attendees annually just for the 

for- profit events and activities with no estimate that I have seen of 

those which could be claimed to be not for profit.  This would be an 

absolute travesty of the intentions outlined to us in the original 

application narrative.   It would destroy the very qualities that the 

owners purport to value so highly! 



 I am so proud of what has been planned and conserved:  so much 

that is truly important to our town – for all the residents, of every 

variety.   We have a stretch of land which extends from the North Shore 

and Seven Gates Farm across the island to the Atlantic Ocean with great 

natural resources such as the brooks, streams. small ponds and Tisbury 

Great Pond, the Arboretum and Agricultural Society grounds, mixed 

woods, pastures and scenic vistas as well as peaceful residential 

neighborhoods, walking and riding trails, etc.   West Tisbury is a 

fabulous community and one that treasures the peace and quiet and all 

the options for places to find solace and well being in the natural world 

without any intrusions from the banal and 21st century profit seekers. 

 This project must be denied and/or withdrawn without prejudice.  

The the of that building and lot must be  “re-visioned” in harmony and 

in scale with the surrounding acres and uses  This will require  vision, 

great thought and an enormous reduction in size and scope in order to 

even approach being legally permittable.  I believe that it would be 

possible to do so.   I would be glad to help. 

 

Thanks. 

Ginny 

Virginia C Jones 

 

 

 

  






























