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Sept. 22, 2015 

West Tisbury Affordable Housing Committee 
Minutes 

 
Present:  Larry Schubert, Glenn Hearn, Ted Jochsberger and Vickie Thurber 
Absent with Regrets:  Mike Colaneri and Henry Gellar 
Also Present:  Rhonda Conley and Pam Thors (CPC Admin. Asst.) 
 
Glenn made a motion seconded by Vickie to accept the 9/8/15 minutes as written. 
VOTE 3 YES 0 NO 1 ABSTAIN 
 
No invoices 
 
ANNOUCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
Island Housing Trust Letter:  There was a discussion of IHT's Accessory Apartment Proposal 
Program as now written.  As written the program does not state this program is for individuals 
making 100% or below area median income which is required to use Trust funds and CPC funds.  
Rhonda and Pam stated that Municipal Trusts are not legally allowed to support programs as 
the present state law reads only CPC may support programs presently.  The draft letter was 
read (see attached).  Vickie made a motion seconded by Ted to recommend to the Trust to 
send corrected draft letter to IHT.  VOTE 4 YES  0 NO 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
None 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
Reports: None 
Hurd Homesite Lot:  No update 
Fire Station Lot:  Members reviewed drafted warrant submittal sheets for the Fire Station Lot 
(see attached).  The warrant articles must be received by Oct. 6th.  Vickie made a motion 
seconded by Ted to submit the predevelopment warrant article draft as revised.  VOTE 4 YES 0 
NO 
The warrant article on the conveyance of the property was discussed with Vickie requesting that 
lease be added to the article.  Ted made a motion seconded by Vickie to submit the draft 
conveyance warrant article as revised.  VOTE 4 YES  0 NO 
 
Other articles of business due to the hour were postponed until the next meeting. 
Adjourned at 8:30 PM 
The next AHC meeting is Oct. 13th at 7 PM in 2nd floor conference rm. at Town Hall. The next 
AHT meeting is Oct. 27th at 7:15 PM in 2nd floor conference rm. at Town Hall. 
Respectfully submitted by Rhonda Conley 
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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST 

P. O. Box 278 

West Tisbury   MA   02575-0278 

508-696-0102 

affordhouse@westtisbury-ma.gov 

 

 

Sept. 22, 2015 

Island Housing Trust PO Box 779  

West Tisbury, MA 02575 

 

Dear Executive Director Jordi: 

After careful review of the Island Housing Trust Proposal for funding for the 

Partnership for Accessory Apartment Program the Trust does not believe it can 

legal fund or support the program.  The Trust had town counsel review the 

proposal.  The State laws governing Trusts state a Trust is to “create or preserve” 

affordable housing.  The statute does not include funding “support”.  Although 

support is an eligible activity under the Community Preservation Act Statute it 

must be for support to individuals making 100% or below Area Median Income.   

Sincerely, 

 

West Tisbury Affordable Housing Trust 
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WARRANT ARTICLE SUBMITTAL SHEET 

(CPC articles are not required to use this form) 

All warrant articles for the Annual Town Meeting are due on the first Tuesday in February.  

Language for the article must be finalized NO LATER than the third Tuesday in February at noon.  

Articles that are not final by the deadline will not appear on the warrant. 

Please type the proposed warrant article below: (if not enough space attach additional pages to 

submittal sheet) 

To see if the town will vote to approve an amendment to Article 24 approved at Town Meeting of April 

8, 2014 as follows; 

Delete the following in its entirety 

Warrant Article 24 

To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars 

($50,000.00) for predevelopment costs for Phase I and Phase II of the Fire Station 

Lot Affordable Housing Project which consists of the construction of two rental 

duplexes on a town owned parcel at 565 Edgartown Rd. part of Assessors Map 31, 

Lot 36, for persons earning 80% or below the Area Median Income with 

$20,000.00 to be appropriated from the Community Preservation Community 

Housing reserve and $30,000.00 to be appropriated from the Community 

Preservation Undesignated reserve.                                           (RECOMMENDED 4-1) 

PASSED 

Replace with the following language: 

To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) for 

predevelopment costs of the Fire Station Lot Affordable Housing Project which consists of the 

construction of apartments on a town owned parcel at 565 Edgartown Road, part of Assessors Map 31, 

Lot 36, for persons earning 80% or below the Area Median Income with $20,000 to be appropriated 

from the Community Preservation Community Housing reserve and $30,000.00 to be appropriated from 

the Community Preservation Undesignated reserve.  This project will consist of a maximum of 7 

buildings (excluding non-habitable outbuildings), with a maximum of 18 bedrooms. Funding for this 

article to be transferred from the unexpended balance ($38,266.29), of the Fire Station Lot project voted 

at Annual town Meeting, April 2014 (article #24).  
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Is this the final language for the article?   __x___ yes _____ no 

 

Please explain the article in sufficient detail so that it will be easily understood by anyone 

attending town meeting. 

The Community Preservation Committee Warrant Article of April 2014 did not state the 

Affordable Housing Committee’s original concept calling for two development phases. The 

Community Preservation funding application should not have specified 2 duplexes.  The 

Affordable Housing Committee wishes to amend the article to create affordable housing that 

will accommodate 18 bedrooms with a maximum number of buildings of 7. The Affordable 

Housing Committee would like to point out that the development will be designed to fit 

aesthetically into the community. 

 

Please explain why this article is needed. 

As the Housing Needs Study demonstrates the affordable housing need exceeds the availability 

of housing on the island.  “Over the next decade, more than 1,000 young Island residents will 

be forming new households with little chance of renting or owning on the Vineyard.”(Needs 

Assessment quote).  The Island numbers in 2013 report a high need for rental housing for not 

only singles but families and elderly. 

 

Who is the contact person/sponsor for this article? 

Name: Affordable Housing Committee, Rhonda Conley Admin. Asst._____________  

Email:affordhouse@westtisbury-ma.gov  

Phone: 508-693-3925_ 

 

 

Please provide one copy to the Town Administrator (townadmin@westtisbury-ma.gov) and one 

copy to the Finance Committee (fincom@gmail.com).  Hard copies can be delivered to town 

hall. 
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WARRANT ARTICLE SUBMITTAL SHEET 

(CPC articles are not required to use this form) 

 

All warrant articles for the Annual Town Meeting are due on the first Tuesday in February.  

Language for the article must be finalized NO LATER than the third Tuesday in February at noon.  

Articles that are not final by the deadline will not appear on the warrant. 

Please type the proposed warrant article below: (if not enough space attach additional pages to 

submittal sheet) 

To see if the Town will vote to direct the Board of Selectmen to convey, through a lease, part of 

town owned Parcel 565 Edgartown Rd. (part of Assessors Map 31, Lot 36) to the chosen 

developer after the required RFP posting and review for building affordable housing on the 

Town’s behalf. 

Is this the final language for the article?   __X___ yes _____ no  

 

Please explain the article in sufficient detail so that it will be easily understood by anyone 

attending town meeting. 

As the Town has given the Affordable Housing Committee predevelopment expenditures for 

the development of affordable housing at 565 Edgartown Rd., they would like to move the 

project along by having the land transferred in a lease to chosen developer. 

Please explain why this article is needed. 

To create affordable housing on this parcel.  

Who is the contact person/sponsor for this article? 

Name: Affordable Housing Committee  Email:affordhouse@westtisbury-ma.gov 

 Rhonda Conley, Admin. Asst. 

Phone: 508-693-3925 

Please provide one copy to the Town Administrator (townadmin@westtisbury-ma.gov) and one 

copy to the Finance Committee (fincom@gmail.com).  Hard copies can be delivered to town 

hall 


