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Jan. 10, 2017 
West Tisbury Affordable Housing Committee 

Minutes 
 
Present:  Larry Schubert, Mike Colaneri, Glenn Hearn, Ted Jochsberger, Angela Prout and  
                  Vickie Thurber 
Absent with Regrets:  Susan Feller 
Also Present:  Rhonda Conley, Joe El-Diery and Dan Merry 
 
New Business 
Homesite Lot:  Joe El Diery for the Huseby Mountain Farm subdivision came to discuss the transfer of an 
affordable homesite lot to a recipient they had chosen, Dan Merry.  The committee explained the 
requirements which Joe had obtained from Rhonda.  Joe stated the subdivision had already been to the 
MVC and the Planning Board and were approved.  Rhonda will get the paperwork on the subdivision.  
Mike made a motion, seconded by Glenn to accept Daniel Merry as the recipient of Lot 5 of the Huseby 
Mountain Farm subdivision on Pine Hill Rd. for a sale price of $50,000.00.  VOTE 6 YES 0 NO 
 
Mike made a motion seconded by Larry to accept the 11-29-16 minutes as written.   
VOTE 4 YES 0 NO 2 ABSTAIN 
 
No Invoices 
 
Announcements and Correspondence 
HPP Meeting:  The final meeting with the consultant will be Wed. Jan. 25, 2017 at 4:30PM in the Howes 
House. 
FinCom:  Rhonda stated that the Finance Committee request that AHC attend and explain the budget 
increase due to more hours of the Admin. Asst. at 4:45 Tues. Jan. 24th. 
Town Report:  Rhonda informed the committee that town reports were due.  She will work up a draft 
for the members to review at the next meeting. 
 
Ongoing Business 
School Lot:  Larry spoke with town counsel, Ron Rappaport.  Rappaport said the land was acquired in 
1971 for the school and school associated purposes.  He believes it is in the best interest of the town 
that AHC not pursue this for affordable housing. 
Lamberts Cove Lot:  Rhonda read the town counsel response to AHC's inquiry (see attached).  The 
response states that the heirs' right of approval ends 12/16/17.  Larry asked what the committee wishes 
to do.  Vickie suggested waiting until after the HPP meeting. 
Fire Station Lot:  Larry stated that the water tank cost will be split with the town, each paying half.  
Rhonda will speak to Jen about the warrant article. 
The Ground Lease is in the hands of town counsel along with comments and questions stated Rhonda.  
IHT has asked if AHT will contribute funds for the survey.  Mike made a motion seconded by Vickie to 
recommend to the AHT that predevelopment funds be used for the survey.  VOTE 6 YES 0 NO 
The committee discussed how the road should be handled.  Mike made a motion seconded by Ted that 
the complete road be part of the ground lease with town having an easement over it.    
VOTE 6 YES 0 NO 
Old Courthouse Rd. Fire Station:  Mike stated that the property will be discussed at the Selectmen's 
meeting Wed. 1/11/17.  He will attend and would like to let the selectmen know AHC is still interested in 
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it.  Mike made a motion, seconded by Vickie to send a letter to the selectmen stating the AHC’s 
continued interest in all possible housing options including this property.  VOTE 6 YES 0 NO 
Capece Refinance:  Nothing from anyone. 
 
New Business 
Members:  Vickie stated someone was inquiring about openings on the committee.  Rhonda told her 
there are two-one alternate and one Planning Board appointee. 
Possible Land:  Mike mentioned a subdivision off of New Lane that has not been moved on or recorded 
that he is keeping an eye on. 
 
Adjourned at 7:45 PM 
 
The next meeting shall be Jan. 24, 2017 at 6:30 PM in the 2nd floor conference rm. of Town Hall 
The next AHT meeting is Jan. 24, 2017 at 7:15 PM in the 2nd floor conference rm. of Town Hall. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Rhonda Conley 
 
 
Attachments 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To:       Affordable Housing Committee 
From:  Isabelle Lew, Cindy Wansiewicz 
Re:       Approval Rights on Lambert’s Cove Property 
 

I. Overview: 
You requested we research the restrictions encumbering land deeded to the Town from 
Beatrice Butler Silva, in deed dated 12/16/1987, recorded in Book 491, Page 542; specifically 
you asked who, if anyone has the right of approval for structures placed on the parcel. 

II. Restrictions from the Deed: 
The deed into the Town from Beatrice Butler, dated 12/16/1987, presents the following 
restrictions: 
Parcel 1 (larger parcel, east of Lamberts Cove Rd.) was conveyed to the Town with the 
following restrictive covenants: 

 100 foot setback 

 Egress/ingress from MA highway only (not Lamberts Cove Rd.) 

 Structure shall be of wood frame construction with cedar shingling 

 Can’t be used for Dept. of Public Works garage or storage of heavy equipment 

 Design of any structure “shall be subject to approval by Grantor [Beatrice 
Butler Silva] or her spouse, Anthony R. Silva, if he is the survivor of the two, or 
their assigns of such right of approval, and such approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld”. 
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Parcel 2 (smaller parcel, west of Lamberts Cove Rd.) was conveyed to the Town with the 
following restrictions:  the deed provides “Parcel Two shall never be built upon by the Grantee 
herein or its successor and assigns” (emphasis added). 

III. Analysis: 
Right of approval: 

Beatrice Butler Silva died in 1996 and was survived by her husband, Anthony R. Silva, who 
inherited the right to approve the design for any structure to be erected on Parcel 1.  Anthony 
R. Silva died in 1999; it is unclear if the right of approval survived after the death of Anthony R. 
Silva.  If the right of approval survived Anthony R. Silva, it likely transferred to Carolyn Silva aka 
Callie Silva (Beatrice Butler Silva’ step-daughter), who inherited Anthony R. Silva’s interest in 
real property.  Callie Silva died in December 2014 and left everything to Callie Silva Trust.  
Therefore, any existing right would remain with the Callie Silva Trust, for which Cynthia M. 
Bourget is Trustee. 

IV. Conclusion: 
Regardless of any existing rights of approval, the restriction expires after 30 years, on 
December 16, 2017.  Although it is unlikely that the right of approval would be recognized as 
part of the Callie Silva Trust before this date, the Town is better off if they wait until December 
16, 2017 to contemplate any projects on Parcel 2, at which time the parcel will be free of any 
right of approval. 
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