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DRAFT 
TOWN OF WEST TISBURY 
SELECTMENS MEETING  

Wednesday, October 22, 2008, 4:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  Selectmen Dianne Powers, Richard Knabel, Jen Rand 
Guests:    Rich Olsen, Kent Healey, Leah Smith, Beth Kramer, Ginny Jones, Linda Hearn, E. 
Mendenhall, C. Riggs, B & B Day, J. Shea 
 
 
Minutes:  R. Knabel motioned to approve the minutes of 10/1/08.  D. Powers seconded the motion.  The vote on the 
motion was unanimous in favor. 
 
COA:  Leah Smith and Bob Day presented a proposal to the Board for a fund to accept donations that 
would be administered by the COA to assist elders with the cost of food and fuel this winter.  In order 
to maintain the privacy of the applicants, Joyce would process the requests, and bills from the vendors 
would be submitted to the accountant for payment.  The Friends would seed the fund with $5,000 and 
then looks for donations to add to it.  Skipper said he thought it was a fantastic idea and he fully 
supported the idea. 
 
D. Powers motioned to authorize the creation, by the Friends of the UICOA, of a food and fuel assistance fund under 
MGL 44 Section 53A.  R. Knabel seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor. 
 
Library – Public Bathrooms:  Ginny Jones said the Library Board had concerns about the intense use 
of the Library bathrooms by people riding either the VTA busses or tour busses.  She said the Library 
staff often has to clean the bathrooms, which is unacceptable.  Skipper said the VTA should be asked 
to contribute as many of the bus riders use the library bathroom.   Jen said she was unclear whether the 
Library was asking that the additional fund needed come from the town hall budget.  Dianne said she 
thought it should be built into the library budget, but the Selectmen would support the increase. 
 
THRC-Briggs Engineering:  R. Knabel motioned to hire Briggs Engineering and Testing for services for the Town 
Hall renovation.  D. Powers seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor. 
 
ACO Classification:  Skipper said it should be noted that the ACO works 24/7 under any weather 
conditions.  That will be noted and Skipper will sign. 
 
Staff Evaluation Process:  Richard said he thought the evaluation should be a composite of the full 
board.  Skipper asked how that would work; he was concerned that the employee would be subject to a 
public review where there could be a split vote which would be unfair to that employee.  Dianne said 
possibly each member could complete a review that the Chair of the BOS would use when crafting the 
final review.   
 
Wood Stove Donation:  Skipper said that an individual had a wood stove they wanted to donate; he 
wondered if it could be put into the old firehouse.  Ernie said it could not be vented through the wall, 
and the existing chimney would need some work before use. 
 
Roadside Mowing:  Skipper said he thought the mowing along the roads was not done well and asked 
if a push mower could be used to clean up the road.  Richie said he spent about $9k/year on mowing, 
and last year he had to go out to bid twice.  He was looking into a mower for the town that would cost 
slightly more than that, and then the town could do the work themselves.  The equipment would help 
keep the brush down also.  Skipper said he wasn’t sure he wanted to purchase more equipment. 
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Lamberts Cove Road Bridge:  Richie said that Kent had drawn plans to fix the bridge, the plan does 
not change the guardrail, it involves removing the existing asphalt, pouring concrete to shore up the 
existing retaining wall.  The bridge would not change in width.  Skipper asked if the bridge could be 
repaired all at once.  Richie said yes, it would be easier and probably save some money.  The total cost 
is anticipated to be between $20k-$30K.  Jen was asked to talk to the Conservation Commission about 
permitting. 


