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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTEMEN’S MEETING

WEDNESDAY, September 21, 2005, 4:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen John Early, Glenn Hearn, 

Also Present for all or part of the meeting:  Cindy Doyle, Jonathan Revere, Chuck Hughes, John Clese, Ian Fein, Judy Crawford, Dan Cabot, Joan Ames, Ernie Mendenhall, Beth Toomey, Virginia Jones (Exec. Secretary pro tem)

Meeting called to order at 1633 by John Early, Vice Chairman, in absence of Chairman Skipper Manter

Martha’s Vineyard YMCA:  Check Hughes introduced Cindy Doyle, John Clese, and Judy Crawford from the Board, and presented a 20 minute video about why the island needs a YMCA facility.   Chuck reported that over $1 million has been raised to date, that a site (near the MVRHS, and MVCS) has been selected, and that preliminary architectural drawings have been drawn by an architectural firm with island connections.   He noted that, in addition to the usual Y programs, there will be programs which are island focused, and that some of them have already been instituted.   Some of the programs in progress are the teen center in OB at Cottagers Corner which sponsors Creative Choices (with over 900 kid participants), a class for young mothers with tots, and a Portuguese language for businessmen class.   The basic tenets of the island Y will be that “it supports the social fabric of the island” and “no one will be turned away because of the inability to pay.”  Future plans include programs for seniors, and a swimming pool which will be available for swimming lessons for islanders of all ages.  The website of the group is www.ymcamv.org.  The Board thanked Mr. Hughes for his presentation, and after it was noted that this is the first of visits to all the BOS on the Island, commented that they are honored to be the first Board to be visited.  

Police Department:  Chief Toomey appeared for the PD to ask that the Selectmen appoint Sean Slavin to a full time position as officer for three years.  He was the choice after a recent hiring process.   M/S/V by the Board

The Island Blue Pages:  Judy Crawford & Joan Ames appeared to present copies of The Island Blue Pages to the Board and extra copies for the public.   Mrs. Crawford noted that the book is the culmination of 3 years of work by a group of 18 island residents, and that it is based on a similar publication from Puget Sound (used with permission).  It is designed to provide a wide range of information about all the different sorts of water on the island  (from Great Ponds to wells, to the water in your sink) in an easily accessible format that will be educational, fun to read, and informative.  The Board thanked Mrs. Crawford and Ms. Ames for their presentation and for all the hard work involved in researching and preparing the booklets.

Mileage Reimbursement:  Because of the rising cost of fuel, the IRS has recommended (via Pension and Benefits Alert) that the rate of reimbursement mileage be raised from 40.5 to 48.5 cents.   The board briefly discussed the current rate and voted to raise the rate in West Tisbury to 48.5 cents.

County Study Committee:  M/S/V to appoint Glenn Hearn to the Preliminary Study Committee.

Minutes:   M/S/V to approve the minutes of 31 August, 2005, 3 September, 2005 as presented.  John Early abstained from voting on the minutes of 14 September, and they continue “under advisement”   

Correspondence In:

Minutes: Planning Board: 8/8/2005, 9/12/2005, Fin Com:

7/12/20005, 

Letter from Chief Toomey re:  Sean Slavin appt. to full time officer

Letter from PB asking that Eileen Maley be appointed to the CPA Committee

Correspondence Out:   BOS to Chief Toomey Confirming appointment of Matthew Mincone as Sargeant

Signed:   Cemetery Plot Deed for Richard Cohen

Public comment:   Joan Ames inquired whether there is a Town protocol concerning 
legal advice.

John Early replied that it is in process but not yet in place.

Ames:  Was there an old one?

Early & Hearn:  No;  up to now the costs have been moderate but they are now significantly higher, and the issues more complicated.  In a meeting with Ron Rappaport (Town Counsel) various recommendations were made concerning use of legal resources, and guidelines and a protocol are in process.

Ames:   Did the Board of Assessors have a line item for legal expenses?

Hearn:  We don’t know.

Early:  Some boards have a line item for legal expenses; it should be noted that the BOS does not wish to exclude any Town Board or employee from asking for legal assistance 

but the Board wishes to establish a process.  

Ames:  Is there a protocol for travel expense?

Hearn:  No, but it is in process.

Jonathan Revere:  Inquired about the expenses of the Board of Assessors – it has just come to his attention that a contract for services to the BOS for appraisals contained a section which guarantees a certain fee if the firm is asked to testify bore an appellate court.  This may mask legal costs and what does the Board know about this?

BOS:  Board is not aware of this situation, but will look into it;  the Board noted that the Board members have “lots of questions.”

Ian Fein:  How is the Town going to answer questions about the Board of Assessors. 

Board:  We are looking into it.

M/S/V to adjourn at 5:30 P. M.

Respectfully submitted


Virginia C. Jones


Exec. Sec. Pro tem

