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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

WEDNESDAY, November 17, 2004, 4:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen Glenn Hearn, John Early, J. Skipper Manter, Jennifer Rand

Guests:  E. Mendenhall, Abby Burt, Tom Roan, Michael Colanari, Ginny Jones, Judy Sibert, Bruce Stone, D. Cabot, J. Revere, B. Potts, Ian Fein

Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m. and adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Local Emergency Planning Committee:  Judy said that there was a need for a LEPC and that the town should consider an Island-wide LEPC instead of one per town.  There will be a meeting to discuss this at the Public Safety Building on December 6, 2004 at 1:00 p.m.  She asked the Selectmen to ask that a member of the police and fire departments attend, Rich Olsen, someone from EMS and a member of their board. 

S. Manter motioned to send a letter to the Highway Department, the Fire Department, the Police Department and the Emergency Management Committee asking them to attend this meeting.  J. Early seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor.
MV Community Housing Bank:  Abby Burt spoke to the Board about the MV Community Housing Bank, which would be funded by the passage of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) and the Housing Bank (HB).   The CPA is a 3% surcharge on real estate taxes and the HB creates a 1% transfer fee on real estate sales of $750,000 and up.  The funds would be controlled by the town and could be given to programs of their choosing.   Abby asked that the Board either hold a Special Town Meeting 35 days before the special election with two articles on the warrant, or, alternatively, the questions would be put on the ballot by citizen petition and the group would give a presentation at the Annual Town Meeting.

S. Manter motioned to place the articles on the warrant if the town holds a Special Town Meeting.  J. Early seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor.
Jonathan Revere asked how this would work when the law requires that the Selectmen are responsible for and land purchases.  Abby said the town would not own the land; they give the funds to non-profit groups who own the land.  

Utility Easement:  Michael Colanari said the AHC had negotiated with Karen Magid to purchase a utility easement for the town-owned Deep Bottom lots for $5,000.  The other option the town had was to come under the West Tisbury Road, which would have prohibitively expensive.

J. Early motioned to enter into the Utility Easement agreement with Karen Magid.  S. Manter seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor.
Minutes:  S. Manter motioned to approve the minutes dated 10/27/04.  J. Early seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was JE & SM in favor, GH abstained.
Veteran’s Agent:  Bruce Stone said that he thought the bill from the County for the Veteran’s Agent could be recouped from the tax recap sheet.  The question of why it’s a separate assessment is less clear.  He said that he had been playing phone tag with the DOR and they seemed to think it could be separate, but they wondered why it was after 21 years.  Skipper said he couldn’t support paying the bill at this time. John said he wanted more information from the DOR before making a decision.

UIRSD Study Committee RFP:  Jen said that the RFP was planned to go into the Central Register next week, and that there had been one change in that the scenario showing the costs of closing the Chilmark School had been removed by the Chilmark Selectmen prior to their approving funds.  Skipper said that the study should reflect the concerns of West Tisbury.  John said he felt that was a deal breaker.  Skipper said he thought there should be an MOU between the towns regarding how this would move forward.  John suggested a three-board meeting the following week.

Stop & Shop Letter:  S. Manter motioned to approve the letter requesting a donation from Stop and Shop.  J. Early seconded the motion.   The vote on the motion was unanimous in favor.

Respectfully Submitted by Jennifer Rand, Executive Secretary

111704m.doc

