1

Approved 6/16/04

TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 2004, 4:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen John Early, J. Skipper Manter, Glenn Hearn, Jennifer Rand

Guests:  J. Jenkinson, K. Davies, Carolyn Pearson, Jonathan Klaren, Bob Schwartz, B. Potts, D. Cabot, J. Revere

Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m. and adjourned at 5:20 p.m.

Dog Complaint:  J Rand swore in those who intended to testify.  J. Jenkinson read the complaint from Kim Klaren regarding Carolyn Pearson’s dogs being present in her yard on two occasions.  She mentioned concerns for the safety of her son, and for her dog, who was tied in the yard.  J. Jenkinson recommended a one-year restraining order for Ms. Pearson’s dogs.  G. Hearn asked if J. Klaren wished to speak.  He said that he had nothing to add except to note that the second time the dog had been in his yard was after C. Pearson filed the complaint against him about his dog.  C. Pearson said she felt she was owed an apology from Mr. Klaren for calling her a liar.  G. Hearn said that was not what this hearing was about; did she have anything to say about this complaint?  C. Pearson said that yes, her dogs had been loose.  S. Manter asked how many dogs Ms. Pearson owned.  She said seven, but occasionally she would board someone’s dog if they had purchased the dog from her.  S. Manter said he had been running in the State forest on more than one occasion when he had happened upon Ms. Pearson and her dogs who were all loose and ran at him.  He said he felt the restraining order should be permanent and on all of her dogs.  J. Early said that the hearing was on two specific dogs, and that he felt they should stick to the ACO’s recommendation for just the two dogs.  

S. Manter motioned to place a one-year restraining order on the dogs Banjo and Spice, as recommended by the Animal Control Officer.  J. Early seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.
MVC Update:  Bob Schwartz gave the Board an update on the activities of the Martha’s Vineyard Commission.  He said it had been a rough year for the MVC mostly due to the Southern Woodlands.  He said he felt the MVC was doing a good job getting the word out through MVTV, the newsletter and outreach by Mark London.  He said that the Comprehensive Planning Project was time consuming for staff, and he had some concern that because the towns do not have the GIS technology to manipulate the data that it would quickly become dated and unused.  J. Early thanked Bob for representing the Town at the MVC.  S. Manter and G. Hearn seconded that thanks.

Other:  J. Early motioned to not charge Island Children school for the event that had been approved a few weeks earlier.  S. Manter seconded.  The vote was unanimous.
Minutes:  S. Manter motioned to approve the minutes of April 28, 2004.  J. Early seconded.  The vote was unanimous.
Appointments: J. Early motioned to appoint Ray Houle as Shellfish Constable.  S. Manter seconded. The vote was unanimous.

J. Early motioned to appoint John Alley as Cemetery Superintendent.  S. Manter seconded. The vote was unanimous.

J. Early motioned to appoint Brian Athearn as Veteran’s Grave Officer.  S. Manter seconded. The vote was unanimous.

J. Early motioned to appoint Ken Jones as Deputy Shellfish Constable.  S. Manter seconded. The vote was unanimous.
Old Business:  S. Manter asked J. Rand to show the Town Hall plans to employees and get feedback.  

S. Manter said he would like the 3 towns to work together to appoint the members to the UIRSD study committee.  G. Hearn said the process could potentially get bogged down with the various towns’ committees disagreeing.  J. Early said it might be problematic to vet another town’s selection.

G. Hearn said he had spoken to James Lengyl regarding the land appraisal at the “Flatlands”, the appraiser said that the title exam needs to be completed and further that the town might need to determine what they planned to do with the property and then hire a surveyor to lay it all out.  S. Manter wondered why that would have to be done prior to the appraisal.  J. Rand said she would talk to Mr. Lengyl.

J. Early said that Aquinnah had voted to participate in the paramedic program.

S. Manter thanked Glenn and Linda Hearn for sprucing up the monuments.

Respectfully Submitted by:

_____________________

Jennifer Rand

Executive Secretary
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