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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2004, 4:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen John Early, J. Skipper Manter, Glenn Hearn, Jennifer Rand

Guests:  E. Mendenhall, J. Jenkinson, Chief Toomey, K. Davies, C. Riggs, J. Revere, R. Potts, H. Immelt, J. Immelt, J. Gadowski, S. Berlucchi, M. Lovewell, D. Cabot

Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m. and adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Panhandle Road:  Steve Berlucchi spoke gave an update on a potential drainage project on Panhandle Road.  He has worked out the design for the project, and put it out to bid; first on the Island, where he received no responses and then off-island where he received three bids, the lowest being $19,375 from M.R. Pavao Contractors, Inc.  The work would include a catch basin with two leaching beds.  J. Early asked J. Rand to look into the highway budget and see if there was enough money, check the Chapter 90 requirements and see if some of the unassigned money could be used for this project.  S. Manter asked if it would require an easement from the Agricultural Society.  S. Berlucchi said it most likely would require some sort of easement.  S. Manter said that the cost of the easement should be figured in to the budget, and asked if Chapter 90 money could be used.  J. Early asked how long the quotes were good for.  S. Berlucchi said he would find out.

Immelt’s Complaint:  Jay Immelt submitted a letter of complaint against the Animal Control Officer and asked that the discussion be held in executive session.  J. Rand read the requirements for such a session and it was determined to not be appropriate.  J. Early then read the Immelt complaint into the record.  The gist of the letter was that the ACO had exceeded her authority and was harassing the Immelts.  S. Manter commented that anyone could make a complaint in any town regardless of their position.  He added that any of the comments in the letter relating to the ACO in Tisbury should be directed to the Town of Tisbury.  J. Early asked J. Jenkinson if we had an agreement with the town of Tisbury regarding ACO coverage.  She said yes, because the pound we use is in Tisbury there is a long-standing agreement that the ACO’s will cover for each other if asked.  She added that her call to the Tisbury ACO about the horse’s blanket mentioned in the Immelt letter was not a complaint, but made out of concern for the horse.  J. Immelt said that there was no way the ACO could have seen from the road that the water buckets were empty.  J. Jenkinson said that she could see that one bucket was frozen over, and the other had tipped.  J. Immelt said that every time an anonymous call was made the ACO should not show up with police, but should call and ask what was going on.  J. Early asked if the incident in Tisbury had been as a result of a phone call into the Comm. center.  J. Jenkinson said no, that had been to the Tisbury Pound when she was covering for Tisbury.  J. Early then said he had heard enough, there didn’t seem to be any problem that he could see.  S. Manter then thanked J. Jenkinson for the fine job she does and the compassion she brings to her work.  Jenny Gadowski then said she supported J. Jenkinson fully and anything she did was out of caring for the animals, and until the ACO responded to a complaint she couldn’t know if there was a problem or not.

School District Amendment:  S. Manter said He didn’t want to lose focus of the issues raised by the FinComm, which include the 2 school buildings and the high per-pupil costs.  J. Early said he had spoken to Warren Doty and Mike Hebert and they had indicated they supported the idea and thought their towns could contribute toward the costs of hiring a consultant.  He said also that he had gotten the name of a gentleman who might be qualified to do the analysis, as he had been the superintendent of schools in Needham.  

G. Hearn motioned to allow J. Early to continue to work with Chilmark and Aquinnah to develop this UIRSD study committee.  S. Manter seconded.  The vote was unanimous.
S. Manter said he didn’t think a school superintendent should be hired to do the work.  J. Early said it wouldn’t be up to the Board to choose, it would be the choice of the committee, which will be appointed by the moderator.  J Rand was asked to call MMA and see if they could provide the name of an independent consultant.  Frank Ferro said he felt that the way the amendment was worded West Tisbury might be at a disadvantage because Chilmark and Aquinnah would not look at withdrawing benefits.  D. Cabot pointed out that the committee was tasked to find the consultant and if they disagree with the consultant they can issue a minority report to town meeting.  G. Hearn noted that he didn’t think we should speculate on the outcome.  F. Ferro said he felt no one from the FinComm or school committee should be on the study committee.

Counsel Representation:  S. Manter said he thought the town should have an attorney on standby that can represent them on school issues, as our regular town counsel has a conflict.  J. Rand was asked to call Kopelmen & Paige to see if there was anyone in their office that could represent us, and to find out the cost.

Other: S. Manter motioned to recommend a transfer of $7,000 from the Reserve Fund into the Legal Services budget.  G. Hearn seconded.  The vote was unanimous.
The discussion on the Master Pan was deferred until next week.  J. Rand was asked to forward a copy of the cemetery master plan section to J. Alley.

G. Hearn said he had spoken to Howard Wall regarding fencing in the cemetery.  He said he would be able to do maintenance and replacement of existing fencing, and Chuck Wiley will put up the new fencing.  He said he had talked to Brian Kennedy who will paint the guardrails and will clean up around the cemetery fence.  He said that there was water and electricity at the Lambert’s Cove cemetery.  S. Manter asked that G. Hearn take care of getting the fencing picked up at the cemetery.  Regarding the Mill Pond maintenance trimming, the Conservation Commission will need to decide if that requires a new hearing or not.  

J. Early said he would like the Highway Superintendent to begin attending Selectmen’s meetings at least once monthly.  

S. Manter asked how to move forward now that town meeting had approved the two land appraisal articles.  G. Hearn asked J. Rand to call Ron Rappaport or James Lengyel for assistance identifying appraisers.  

G. Hearn said he didn’t know the appropriate approach, but he would like to ask the Conservation Commission to consider a second level of review in their bylaw.  Stating a potential conflict, S. Manter asked that that conversation be postponed until next week.

Minutes:  S. Manter motioned to approve the minutes of March 31, 2004.  G. Hearn seconded.  G. Hearn and S.  Manter voted in favor of the motion, J. Early abstained.

S. Manter made a motion to approve the executive session minutes of February 11, 2004 and February 18, 2004.  G. Hearn seconded.  The vote was unanimous.

S. Manter made a motion to release the executive session minutes of February 18, 2004 and March 25, 2004.  G. Hearn seconded.  The vote was unanimous. 

Public Comment:  D. Cabot asked if all land acquisition discussions were held in executive session.  J. Early said it depends on the situation, but generally the town can not move quickly and will discuss things in executive session in order to not tip their hand any sooner than necessary.  J. Revere asked when the work would begin on the town hall that was voted at the special town meeting.  E. Mendenhall said that the work n the fire escape would begin shortly, the remainder of the work would likely not begin soon based on the surveys which show the town favoring renovations of the building, so there is no point spending money to do small upgrades when larger work is coming.

Respectfully Submitted by:

_____________________

Jennifer Rand

Executive Secretary
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