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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTMEN’S MEETING EXECUTIVE SESSION
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2004, 7:30 P.M.

Present:  Selectmen:  J. Skipper Manter, Glenn Hearn, Jennifer Rand

Planning Board: Murray Frank, Ginny Jones, Susan Silva, Mark Yale

Conservation Commission: Maria McFarland, Prudy Burt, Ebba Hierta, Peter Rodegast, Richard Cohen, Judy Crawford, Oceana Rames

ZBA: Tucker Hubbell, Eric Whitman, Toni Cohen, Bob Schweir

Guests: Mark Bobrowski

Meeting opened at 7:30 p.m. and adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

S. Manter motioned to go into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing land acquisition and not to return to regular session.  G. Hearn seconded.  The Roll call vote was as follows: Manter-aye, Hearn Aye.

The Planning Board, Conservation and ZBA took similar votes with unanimous roll call approval of the motions.

Norwell Donovan Farm Project:  Mark Bobrowski gave a brief introduction about his background working with towns on the Island.  G. Hearn then explained to M. Bobrowski that the town is interested in a few parcels of land totaling about 180 acres for future use as potentially housing for the elderly or affordable, conservation land and possible municipal uses.  He explained that the title to the land ranged from clear to extremely fractured.  
M. Bobrowski then explained the process that the own of Norwell took to develop the Donovan Farm.  He said that the Donovan family offered their property for sale for four million dollars.  The Town bought the 175 acres outright with a town meeting vote for a Prop. 2½ override on an 18-month short-term bond anticipatory note.  Town meeting also voted to hire Henry Dodson to assist in the planning effort.  There were a number of charettes and public meetings held with interested citizen groups to develop a very detailed proposal for the land.  The town sold two lots with houses on them for $800,000, which recouped some of their expenses, put aside 45 acres for the senior housing 55 acres for conservation and 20 acres for a town cemetery.  The senior housing was designed to a very detailed level to reflect exactly what the town wanted to see on the site.  The plan was then put out to bid, and Modern Continental purchased the land for four million.  

G. Jones how it was legal to limit sales to people aged 55 and older.  M. Bobrowski explained that it is allowed provided there is at least 5 acres.  She then asked if it could be limited to town residents.  He said it could, and anything that can’t be dictated in zoning can be included in the purchase and sales agreement.  M. Bobrowski then explained how the town needed to pass zoning to allow what they had proposed, as there was no cluster provision in the town’s bylaw.

The discussion finished with a focus on Eminent Domain and its effect of land costs.  One question raised was whether the fair market value of a piece of property would be lower when the title was fractured.  The steps to move forward were outlined as 1) appraisal of the land, 2) speak with an eminent domain lawyer and 3) begin to shop the project around to developers to determine the value.

Respectfully Submitted by:

_____________________

Jennifer Rand

Executive Secretary

