APPROVED 2/18/04

TOWN OF WEST TISBURY

SELECTMEN’S MEETING

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2004, 4:30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Selectmen:  John Early, Chairman, Glenn Hearn, J. Skipper Manter

Guests:  Richard Olsen, Kathy Logue, Prudence Burt, Tim Maley, Dan Cabot,

              Cynthia Riggs, Jonathan Revere, Jean Wexler, R. Potts

Approval of Draft Minutes dated January 21, 2004 (J. Skipper Manter abstained). 

Draft Minutes dated January 14, January 28 will be taken under advisement

FYI:  The West Tisbury Selectmen will hold a meeting at the Howes House on

Wednesday, February 11, 2004 at 3:30 p.m. and will have a joint meeting with

The Conservation Committee and the Planning Board.  Agenda Item 1 -  Executive Session

Old Business:

John Early contacted legal counsel, Ron Rappaport regarding the Commission’s amicus brief regarding the Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah and the enforce ability of zoning.  The town must maintain a voice.  Zoning needs to be protected.  John was informed that not only land owned but land leased would also be not subject to regulatory control.  It would cost the town up to a maximum of  $2500 and the Attorney General with the Martha’s Vineyard Commission will pick up its share.  J. Skipper Manter asked if it is important enough to hire counsel.  John stated the money will be allocated from the legal budget and this issue is very  important to the town.  Glenn Hearn Motioned to agree and J. Skipper seconded it.  All in favor.

Prudy Burt, on behalf of the Conservation Commission, wishes the Selectmen’s approval to adopt a resolution to recognize the negative effect of the quantity and quality of the town’s ground and surface waters.  The Commission urges the Town to protect all land currently under conservation restrictions (Greenlands) particularly land located over the island’s aquifer.  J. Skipper Manter supports the idea but wishes to continue to have an open mind and continue to hear suggestions.  John Early questioned the wording of the resolution and feels we should draft our own resolution.  The Board supports the Conservation Commission’s goal and will keep this under advisement. 

A memorandum from Jean Wexler regarding the condition of the West Tisbury Recycling Shed and proposed a new building at no cost to the town.  She spoke on behalf of all the volunteers and is appealing to the town for permission to build a new one.  Presently the conditions are poor with the volunteers working in a deteriorating building which is both physically uncomfortable and unhealthful.  Donated household items have served people in need at no cost..  Donations to the Red Stocking Fund, the international relief fund, and people having financial difficulties are just a few of the good gestures..  
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They are appealing to the Board of Selectmen for permission to pursue this project.  Jean inquired as to who has jurisdiction over the West Tisbury Recycling Shed.   John Early, Glenn Hearn, and J. Skipper Manter were each in agreement with the proposal and suggested Jean first contact John Powers, Board of Health.  The Board also suggested that the refuse district would also be a good location for a new recycling shed.  Jean feels much if not all of the construction work could be done by volunteers, supplies could be donated by the private sector and grants could be applied for from local foundations and they can also initiate fundraisers.  Glenn Hearn congratulated Jean Wexler and her staff for the work they’ve accomplished over the years.  John Early is very much in favor and has the ability to approve though he believes that the Board of Health has jurisdiction.  J. Skipper Manter would gladly attend a meeting with Jean Wexler and the Board of Health to express all the good things they do.  Jean will contact John Powers, Health member to initiate the project.

Kathy Logue spoke of the life insurance issue under employee benefits.   In order to offer $5000 life insurance to benefit eligible employees, the employees would have to contribute 25% and the town contributes 75%.  The cost to the town would be $1000 a year premium which is very minimal.

Kathy informed the Board that our data processing requires a complete conversion and we may need other software that could run anywhere from $25.000 to maybe $100,000.  Skipper Manter suggested allocating $25,000 at first to make the public aware.

Kathy also had an old bill for a health insurance issue for which the town didn’t get credits from the Cape Cod Municipal Health.  It amounts to $17,000/$18,000 and though she has tried to investigate what happened, the mistake has been unresolved.  The Board agreed to clean up this old bill and pay it off.

Rich Olsen, Highway Department and Kathy Logue, Treasurer have looked into the bonding issue for the highways and public safety and Kathy broke down payments for the project and presented them to the Board.   It would require 4 phases and is not finalized..

Kathy has another issue involving the Goethals who own 9.5 acres of land in Lambert’s cove.   Kathy stated “We need to revote the purchase of that property and its exclusion from proposition 2 and ½”.  John Early said we will hold a spot on the warrant for this.  The Board thanked Kathy for her input.

The Board informed Rich Olsen of several complaints (including the Garden Club, private residents) regarding brush cutting, scarred trees and unattractive roadsides.  Rich Olsen asks please that all be patient.  He is in the process of a complete clean up and hand trim.        
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Correspondence

The following vendors issued bid estimates to the Board for the cemetery makeover:  namely Howard Wall, Maciel Land and Tree, Scott McArthur Tree Care, and Chuck Wiley of Vineyard Gardens.   The Selectmen will review the bids..

NAACP of Martha’s Vineyard issued a survey dated January 25, 2004 regarding Equal Opportunity Employment.  The Board referred the questionnaire to Jennifer Rand, Executive Secretary.

A letter to the Board from James Powell, Finance Committee dated January 21, 2004 regarding Up Island Regional School education costs and other issues.  John Early stated that there would be no further action taken at this time.

A letter from the Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank Commission for a warrant article dated January 27, 2004 to amend its law so as to increase the transfer fee exemption for first-time homebuyers from $100,000 to at least $300,000.   J. Skipper Manter suggested that $500,000 would be more likely a figure since there aren’t many homes at the $300,000 range.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Public Safety dated January 26, 2004 addressing the status of SATURN, Statewide Anti-Terrorism Unified Response Network.

A letter from Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Senator Marc Pacheco dated January 27, 2004 regarding homeland security incidents.

A newsletter from the Hyannis Marina dated January 29, 2004 requesting help to stop the Cape Wind project.

A newsletter from the Martha’s Vineyard Commission with upcoming events.

A letter from the Town of Chilmark, Tim Carroll responding to the Commission’s amicus brief regarding the Wampanoag Tribe of Aquinnah and the enforce ability of zoning.

Minutes of the Tri-Town Ambulance Committee dated December 4, 2003

Financial Reports FY04 submitted for the Town Hall and for the Cemeteries.

A copy of memo to Cape Light Compact members from Maggie Downey dated January 28, 2004
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Adelphia letter dated January 30, 2004 regarding Mass. Form 500 complaint and service interruption data for calendar year 2003.

Other Comments

J. Skipper Manter would like to see all the records squared away regarding the 3 cemeteries.  He suggested that Glenn Hearn work with John Alley, Cemetery Superintendent at least one hour per week until the jobs are completed.  The Selectmen asked that a letter be sent to Mr. Alley asking that he Glenn Hearn and set up a schedule to discuss the outstanding questions on the cemetery records and maps.

Meeting adjourned

Jean Brennan

Administrative Secretary

