Approved 120303
TOWN OF WEST TISBURY
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING
NOVEMBER 26, 2003 AT 4:30 P.M.

 

Present:  Selectmen:  John G. Early, Chairman, Glenn Hearn, J. Skipper Manter

 

Guests:  Ernie Mendenhall, Jonathan Revere, and Dan Cabot

 

Approval of Draft Minutes dated October 22, 2003, October 29, 2003, November 5, 2003, and November 12, 2003

Draft Minutes dated October 15, 2003 and November 19, 2003 and November 26, 2003 (under advisement)

 

New Business: 

 

Request from Tim Carroll, Executive Secretary, Chilmark, for authorization from the Board to sell the old Tri-Town ambulance to Edmund Barrett for $4025.  A second bid for $2200 was made by Adam deBettencourt with a $500 good faith deposit (which will be returned).  John Early accepted and Motioned for Edmund Barrett; it was Seconded; All in favor.

 

Chief Beth Toomey requested the following Officers be appointed full time:  Donald Creighton and Erica McGrath.  They will be funded by the Transportation Safety Authority (TSA) at no cost to the town.  John Early Motioned to Appoint; it was Seconded by Glenn Hearn with one abstaining (J. Skipper Manter).

 

Ernie Mendenhall, Building Inspector discussed his budget.  He presently works 24 hours per week.  Ernie feels the job needs more time and he should be in the office every day of the week.  With new building codes there is more work.  He brings in good fees for permits.  John Early Motioned to increase Ernie’s hours to 6 hours per day, 5 days per week to 30 hours for Fiscal Year 05.  Glenn Hearn Seconded it.  All in favor.  It was unanimous.

 

J. Skipper Manter suggested looking into an assistant position that might help and be useful to all the departments.    

 

The Board discussed the Martha’s Vineyard Commission Appointment for Calendar Year 2004.  It was Motioned to reappoint Bob Schwartz to represent the town of West Tisbury at the commission. It was Seconded.  All in favor.  

 

Jonathan Revere’s verbal request for a copy of an Executive Session Tape dated April 23, 2003 was approved to be released by the Board of Selectmen.
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A certified letter was received on 11/24/03 from Pia Webster requesting the Executive Secretary Job Descriptions dated Jan 1, 2002, Feb 18, 2003 and Nov 21, 2003 and also Executive Session tapes dated Apr 23, 2003, and Regular Sessions dated July 30, 2003 and August 14, 2003.  The Board approved the Job Descriptions and Tapes to be released.

 

Hayley Greenberg an abutter of Lambert’s Cove Cemetery inquired as to the time frame involved for work to be completed by contractors.  Glenn Hearn will inform her that completion should be done before Spring ’04.

 

Correspondence

 

Tim Carroll, Executive Secretary, Town of Chilmark called to complain that J. Skipper Manter cheated on the Turkey Trot and went 150 feet over the line.  John Early will take under advisement.

 

A Public Hearing for Cliff Estrella by the Martha’s Vineyard Commission will be held Thursday, Dec 4, 2003 at 7:00p.m. at the M.V.C. regarding construction of  a yoga studio with a second floor studio apartment at 24 Cournoyer Road, Map 16, Lot 257.

The Dukes County Regional Housing Authority dated Nov 20, 2003 requesting the town’s share ($14,326.) of the FY2005 funding for the DCRHA administrative cost as a budget item or an article on the 2004 annual town meeting warrant.  The Board will make this a warrant article.

The Comm of MA Department of Housing & Community Development dtd October 7, 2003 regarding the Town of West Tisbury Executive Order 418 Provisional Housing Certification for FY2004 from Jane Wallis Bumble, director.  A copy to Simone DeSorcy, Community Development committee and Mike Coloneri, Affordable Housing

The Comm of MA, Executive Office of Public Safety dated Nov 20, 2003 regarding Homeland Security ODP Assessment completion deadline of December 1, 2003 and Update on Homeland Security Assessment Survey.  A copy to Chief Beth Toomey. 

 The Comm of MA, Dept. of Housing & Community Development memo dtd November 2003 submitting FY2004 Cold Relief brochures on Fuel assistance, weatherization and heating systems.  A copy to COA and Sheldon Bank

A letter from the M.V. Refuse Disposal and Resource Recovery District dated November 24, 2003 regarding the preliminary FY2005 Budget.  John Early will take under advisement.

The Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School Budget Hearing posted for Wednesday, December 3, 2003 at 6:30pm at the High School Library, at 7:30pm with All-Island Selectmen and 7pm on December 8, 2003 for Certification.
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A copy of Minutes of the regular meeting of the Board of the Up-Island Council on Aging (COA) on Sept 26, 2003 followed by the Annual meeting of the Up-Island COA.

A copy of Minutes from the West Tisbury Zoning Board of Appeals dated October 29, 2003

A copy of Minutes dated October 1, 2003 from the West Tisbury Parks and Recreation Committee

A copy of Minutes from W.T. Library Board of Trustees Meeting dated September 6, 2003.

An invitation from The Mass. Municipal Association MMA’s Annual Business Meeting and Trade Show scheduled from 10-11:30am, on Saturday, Jan 17, 2004 at the Sheraton Boston Hotel.

Public Comment

Jonathan Revere has two questions: (1) whether the meetings of the Screening Committee for the Executive Secretary position can be held openly for the public and posted.   Chairman John Early will call Counsel.and (2) requests what provision we have in our town by laws or what recourse we have under state law to recall elected officials.  The Board has no knowledge and no desire to know.  Mr. Revere is on his own and is welcome to read into the General Laws.   

Meeting Adjourned

The Board of Selectmen voted to go into Executive Session and not go back into Public Session.  All in Agreement.  John Early, yes; Glenn Hearn, yes; J. Skipper Manter, yes.

