TOWN OF WEST TISBURY       APPROVED 120303
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING
NOVEMBER 19, 2003  4:30 p.m.
 

Present:  Selectmen:  John Early, Chairman, Glenn Hearn, J. Skipper Manter

Guests:  Dan Cabot, Mark Lovewell, Simone DeSorcy, Beth Toomey, Michael Colaneri, Kathy Logue, Ernest Mendenhall, Jonathan Revere, Cynthia Riggs

 

Approval of Draft Minutes dated November 5, 2003

Draft Minutes of October 22, November 12, 2003 (under advisement)

 

FYI:  The West Tisbury Holiday Celebration will be held at the New Ag Hall for town employees and their families and members of the community on Thursday, December 18, 2003 from 5 to 8 p.m.  Linda Hearn will hostess the Pot Luck celebration and welcomes volunteers.  She can be reached at (508)693-8394.    

 

New Business:

 

Tom O’Neill, 22 Bridge Lane, West Tisbury represented residents of the Bridge Lane Association regarding heavy equipment access.  The Board of Selectmen had requested an update of weight limits on the Bridge.  Tim stated that they are in the process of applying to the Conservation Commission for permission to repair the Bridge which the association has been contemplating for over a year now.  It was built with untreated lumber.  The Bridge is beginning to lose the use of its life.  The concerns are the timbers on the Bridge which have dry wrought.  The Bridge needs replacement with better material.  Tom O’Neill mentioned Green Heart which is a natural wood product.  It’s strong, comes from South America and could last from 40 to 50 years.  A hearing will be held on December 9, 2003.  Two contractors have bid on the project.  An Engineer is working on some numbers now.  It was originally designed as an H20 loading bridge which can hold a mythical 20 ton truck.  Chief Estrella’s truck is an 18 ton truck.   John Early asked if the original developer, Mr. Adler has any involvement with the Bridge.  The only communication with him was to ask what type of pilings were used.  J. Skipper Manter said  being 10–12  yrs. old it obviously is losing some of its strength.  Glenn Hearn asked the time frame to repair the Bridge.  We need some sort of a certification as to whether the bridge can hold the Fire Truck.  It would be up to Chief Estrella to make a judgement call to go over the Bridge.  John Early asked if one can use the bridge while under repair.  The contractors are sensitive to that fact and  there can be several days of no access.  Tom also stated that we do not want to disturb the Wet Lands and more than we have to.  The Board thanked Tom O’Neill for his presentation and information.

 

Jo-Ann Resendes, Principal Assessor, requested to schedule the FY2004 classification hearing regarding the Tax Rate for Wednesday, December 3, 2003 at 1:00 p.m., at the West Tisbury Town Hall.  John Early and the Board changed the time of the Selectmen’s Meeting from 4:30 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. and the hearing will be scheduled first on the agenda.  Motion was made to reschedule time.  It was seconded.  All in favor.
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Kathy Logue would like to schedule interviews for the Town Accountant on December 3, 2003 after the Selectmen’s Meeting if the candidates are available.  Each candidate would 

require approximately 45 minutes time.  Kathy submitted a list of questions to ask each candidate and would appreciate the Board’s approval.  John Early stated that the Board will take the questions under advisement.    

 

Old Business

 

John Early, J. Skipper Manter and Glenn Hearn reviewed the Draft of Warrant Articles submitted by the departments and prepared by Simone DeSorcy for the Special Town Meeting to be held on Wednesday, December 17, 2003 at 7 P.M. in the West Tisbury Elementary School, Old County Road.  (Copy of Articles attached).  J. Skipper Manter announced that the Town Moderator is available for the meeting.

Warrant Articles 1,3,4,5,7,8,10,11,12 are approved by the Board.

J. Skipper Manter went over the following corrections:

Article  2 -  Free cash is mentioned twice and also: ( requires 9/10’s of a vote).

Article 6 - should read: ($17,000.00)

Article 9 - should read:  and recommending ($70,000.00) of this for the future purchase of a new brush breaker fire truck.

Article 13 should read:  the sum of ($1200.00)

Article 15 Air quality issues at Police Station: ($) A sum of money from free cash to hire a consultant and amend by the special town meeting..

Article 16:  Maintenance on Town buildings.  (John Early will meet with the Maintenance Committee this weekend to check over the buildings and prioritize what projects must be done and what the assessment will be.

 

John Early thanked Simone DeSorcy for preparing the warrant articles. 

 

Correspondence:

 

Simone DeSorcy, Planning Board, has notified the Board of the First meeting of the Community Development Plan Steering Committee set for Monday, December 8, 2003 at 7 p.m. in the West Tisbury Town Hall.

 

A letter dated November 13, 2003 from the Martha’s Vineyard Commission requesting to appoint a voting member to the Joint Transportation Committee (JTC) for 2004.  John Early made a Motion to reappoint Richard Olsen, Highway Superintendent for Calendar Year 2004.  J. Skipper Manter Seconded.  All in Favor.

 

The Martha’s Vineyard Commission sent its Extended Schedule for November and December 2003 with Notice of Regular Meeting for November 20, 2003.

 

 

 

Minutes 11/19/903







Page 3

 

A letter from Deborah Medders, M.V. Mediation Program will host a training workshop entitled Negotiation Skills in Land Use and Development for Friday, January 23, 2004 at the Mansion House from 9 to 5.

 

A copy of the regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners held on October 22, 2003 at the Howes House at 7:30 p.m.

 

Meeting Adjourned

 

Respectfully submitted

 

 

 

___________________

Jean Brennan

