TOWN OF WEST TISBURY     Approved 11/26/03
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING
OCTOBER 22, 2003 AT 4:30PM
 

PRESENT:  Selectmen:  John Early Chairman, Glenn Hearn, J. Skipper Manter

 

Approval of Executive Session Minutes dated April 23, 2003 (Send to Counsel for Review) 

Approval of Minutes of September 24, 2003 (as amended)

Approval of Minutes dated October 8, 2003 (as presented)

Minutes dated October 15, 2003 (to be taken under advisement)

 

GUESTS:  Linda Coutinno, NSTAR, Cindy Doyle, YMCA, Chuck Hughes, YMCA, Dan Cabot, Times; J. Revere, Jim O’Connor, Mark Lovewell, V. Gazette

 

FYI:  Raymond Houle, Shellfish Constable plans a Shellfish Committee Meeting on Monday, October 27, 2003.  John Early related that at a recent Chilmark meeting the concern was the presence of dermo (a disease that effects shellfish) in the pond.

 

FYI:  A Special Town Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 17, 2003.  The deadline for submitting articles to be placed on the warrant is noon on November 7, 2003.  Glenn Hearn related that some people think 12/17/03 is a busy holiday time.  The Board decided that if necessary the date could be changed.

 

New Business:  Linda Coutinno, represented NSTAR regarding a petition for permission to relocate one pole in W. Tisbury on Indian Hall Road for a new subdivision for the McBride’s.  John Early opened a public meeting regarding relocation of the pole (Map 15 Parcel 1).   Linda Coutinno spoke for it on behalf of the family.  John asked if there was anyone in the public for or against.  John Early closed the open session.  Glenn Hearn made a Motion to move the pole.  John Early seconded.  The vote was unanimous.

 

The Board of Selectmen has received interest from two volunteers for the Affordable Housing Committee.  Caroline Locke and Jonathan Revere.  Jonathan Revere withdrew from consideration for the Affordable Housing Committee.  J. Skipper Manter Motioned to have Glenn Hearn a member of the Committee and if Glenn couldn’t make it, J. Skipper Manter would pitch in.  It was seconded by John Early.  All in favor. 

 

Mike Colaneri, Chairman AFC requested one of the Selectmen would be of benefit to the AFC.    J. Skipper Manter Motioned to appoint Glenn Hearn.  Glenn Hearn made a Motion for Caroline Locke.  John Early Motioned to agree.  The Board seconded.  All in favor 

 

Jim O’Connor, town resident, informed the board of a dangerous passing area on County Road.  It would require changing lines in a passing zone.  It’s a short span before you 
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reach the school zone.  There’s lots traffic and Mr.O’Connor has witnessed a couple of close calls driving there.  It’s something he noticed over the years and asked if the Town could fix it.  John Early informed him that the town is not allowed to change any traffic control device but the Board will discuss it with Police Chief Toomey.  

 

Cindy Doyle and Chuck Hughes summarized tentative building plans for a new Vineyard YMCA Aquatic Center across from the M.V. High School.  Cindy familiarized the Board as to how there was a feasibility study 10 years ago and how a Y on the Vineyard would be beneficial to the schools, to the community, to the hospitals, and also help economics and create jobs.  A grant was received from Mass. Development for $25,000 who felt it would create jobs and help year round economics on the Vineyard. .  The Y Committee negotiated a lease with the High School for 5 acres of land.  It would be located near Woodside Village, the Performing Arts Center, Community Services, Skate Park, and the Ice Rink.  Transportation is already available.   The Y would have an 8 lane pool and therapeutic pool.  The MV Hospital already has an interest. The High School would be guaranteed 357 hours of swim time.  Every graduating student would learn how to swim.   Early Childhood Enrichment Programs would be available.  Glenn Hearn feels the Y would make a lot of people happy.  He feels it would be a wonderful facility for the Island.  John Early thinks it would be extremely beneficial to the entire community.  He realizes the cost would be significant, if not staggering.  Cindy’s plan starting in January would be to raise money for the ‘Y Without Walls’.  The Y would hire management at the rate of $300,000 a year   The Committee is well on its way for raising these funds.  If they get the programs up and running and they are successful, the towns will be more encouraged to help out in the second year.   Chuck Hughes said they would raise funds the first year, develop a more detailed plan, then ask the towns collectively to support the program in the second year and share the costs.  They do have some major donors.  They have to find an equitable way to portion each town.  Cindy asked the Board if they have any suggestions.  John Early suggested that the county assessment formula is a good start.  That would mean $50,000 from each town.  Chuck Hughes asked if there is anything they’re not thinking of to raise money.  Is there anyone the Y committee should talk to.  Dan Cabot questioned the title YMCA (Young Man’s Christian Association).  Is there a sexist reaction to Young Man’s or the word Christian in the title?  Cindy responded that there are Y’s all over the country and it’s an extremely popular name.  All religions and cultures recognize the YMCA.   The majority of people are oriented to the Y.  The desire is to build an Aquatic Center and if the name Y became a problem they would work on it.  If the towns came together by April then the Y committee would expect the money in Fiscal “05.  J. Skipper Manter voiced that the towns are not in the best financial shape because the state has cut down its financial aid.  The Board thanked Cindy and Chuck for their presentation and will take the plan under advisement.             

 

Old Business:  The Board of Selectmen sent a memo to John Alley, Cemetery Superintendent requesting special tasks to be performed at the W.T. Cemeteries including updating records, bids from professional landscapers, and submitting progress reports to 
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the town hall. .  J. Skipper Manter suggested that Glenn Hearn, Assistant and  John Alley do a Walk Thru the Cemeteries and take note of tasks to be done by the contractors before the work goes out to bid.

 

John Early and Glenn Hearn wish to Thank J. Skipper Manter for mowing the North Tisbury Cemetery.  It looks beautiful and the Town appreciates work well done.  Skipper stated that he remembers mowing there at least 30 years ago and it brought back good memories..           

 

The Board of Selectmen sent out a distribution to 12 Abutters of the West Tisbury. Cemeteries requesting permission to allow Town employees and/or private contractors hired by the town to be able to work from their property.  

 

Correspondence:

 

Kathy Logue submitted an updated Financial Report for the Board to view.

 

Rich Olsen, Highway Superintendent is working on Music Street and it seems there’s an area where the pavement will hit the sidewalk and there is no way you can build up the sidewalk.  J. Skipper Manter wondered if there would be a problem the way the road pitches.  The alternative is to tear it all up and redo it however the highway department is ready to pave the road.  John Early sees no major problem with the pitch.  Meantime Rich Olsen met with Simone DeSorcy, Planning Board who drafted a zoning by- law amendment regarding run offs from private driveways onto state roads.  A hearing is planned for November 17th.

 

A letter dated October 14, 2003 from Tibbets Eng. Corp. who have forty years of experience in the planning and design of state-aid roadways and is pre-qualified by the Mass. Highway dept.

 

Mass. Highway Office of the Commissioner invitation to attend a free EMS training session designed to help municipal highway departments.

 

A letter from the Cape Light Compact dated Oct 16 recommending that you remain on NSTAR’s Standard Offer Service rate for the foreseeable future.

 

Dukes County Retirement System is educating residents by presenting a format for interested parties..

 

The Fire Chief asked about conditions of a Bridge so that a Fire Truck could make it safely across.  The Planning Board is presently looking into the weight requirements for the Bridge.  J. Skipper Manter will look further into how many pounds the Bridge can support and the maintenance of the Bridge.  The Board feels that this is a serious problem 
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and they should meet with the Fire Chief and Police Chief and Tri-town ambulance to resolve this issue.

 

Kathy Logue, Town Treasurer submitted information concerning a Tax amnesty deadline and extension of and a Tax Amnesty program for review.  J. Skipper Manter and the Board plan to meet with the Treasurer to clear some of the tax title properties.

 

The Seamen’s Friends Society is leaving Martha’s.Vineyard.  A Public forum will be held the 29th October at the American Legion.

 

Meeting adjourned.

 

Respectfully Submitted,

 

 

__________________

Jean Brennan 

 

 

