TOWN OF WEST TISBURY
           approved 102203
BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING
OCTOBER 8, 2003

 

Present:  Selectmen John Early, Chairman, Glenn Hearn, J. Skipper Manter

 

Guests:  E. Winn Davis, Amy Tierney, Steve Schwab, James Alley, Jonathan Revere, Steve Berlucchi, James Lengyel, Chris Borrell

 

The Meeting Convened at 4:30pm

 

The Board Approved of the Draft Minutes of September 17, 2003

The Draft Minutes of September 24 and October 1 are under advisement

 

FYI:  J. Skipper Manter and the Board wish to Congratulate our Fire Department’s Muster Team on their victorious achievement.  A Letter of Congratulations will follow.

 

NEW BUSINESS/OLD BUSINESS:

 

Welcome to E. Winn Davis, newly appointed Dukes County Manager.  Mr. Davis is very oriented toward services for the County and people.  He is presently setting up goals with the commission for next year.  He will transfer that information to the various towns.

 

John Early stated that Tad Crawford has accepted invitation to be on the Executive Secretary Search Committee.  He will join Beth Toomey, Ann Nelson, Shelton banks and 

Jemima James.

 

John Early announced a Thank You to Derk Ziff who donated a new tank truck to the Town of West Tisbury’s Fire Department.  A Motion was made by the Board to write a Thank You letter.

 

Two(2) Applicants have applied for the volunteer Affordable Housing Committee:  Jonathan Revere and Caroline Locke.

 

At 2:30pm, the West Tisburty Selectmen walked the Cemeteries with John Alley, Superintendent of Cemeteries, to view and comment on upcoming recommendations for improvements.

 

Glenn Hearn introduced Steve Berlucchi, our County Engineer who has done a great job for our town.  Steve has re-examined a few pending problems.  1) Pan Handle Road drainage which also involves the entrance to the Ag Hall.  This problem was initiated in the year 2000.  Steve has now contacted 3 contractors for bid for catch basins, leaching basins and pipes connecting them at approximately $8000.  He chose a design system which should be adequate; 2) Crosswalk Issues – Steve is presently working with Fred Lapiano on a 4 Island town Bid.  He recommends thermosplastic line painting for the crosswalks;
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3)Charter School – Steve met with the principal of the Charter School some time ago to establish a school zone.  He tried to get TIP funds to do the job.  However, sidewalks were required first.  Children have to walk to school to qualify for permit for a school zone.  Mr. Berlucchi would have to be paid by the Town of West Tisbury to do this project.  The cost could be approx. $20,000 and would have to go out to bid for Electrical Engineering costs and Maintenance costs.  John Early suggested this project would require a warrant article.  However J. Skipper Manter felt it is not a town school and the Charter School should pay for their own school zone with lights.  It was suggested that the Board meet with the Charter School Principal to establish what their expectations are.

A meeting will follow.  The Board thanked Mr. Berlucchi for his time.

 

Amy Tierney, Business Manager, West Tisbury Schools discussed the Up-Island School Budget.  Amy presented each Selectman with a printout of the FY04 State Revenue projections, FY04 Chapter 70 Aid calculations, FY04 Net School Spending Estimates, FY04 Charter School Tuition Estimates and FY04 Expenditure Reductions to cover State Revenue Deficits.  Amy reported that some new expenditures have come to light - mainly Insurance.   Glenn Hearn asked if the new roof was completed.  $150,000 was apportioned for the roof last year and $150,000 for this year.  John Early noticed an increase in utility costs and huge savings in health insurance costs.  Amy related that the increase in insurance was attributed to the new town appraisal of all buildings.  The appraisal of the school raised the insurance to almost $8000.   

 

Steve Schwabb, MVI Insurance Group submitted the liability renewal policies for the Town of West Tisbury.  A change into the general liability program could save approximately $5000.  The Board asked how the savings would work.  The small problem is we have $1M coverage on the town and $1M on the school. By combining both coverages we would have only one 1M coverage plus umbrella.  J. Skipper Manter said it sounds like we should proceed when Steve has a complete package.   

 

Kathy Logue presented new information on tax titles.  She presented spread sheets to the Board showing when the properties were first put into tax titles.  They go from 1/10 acre to 50 acres depending on lot.   Some don’t even show in assessor’s records.  Under $25 to $16,000 is out there.  Kathy wonders if these people can be located.  What is the best game plan. Are you willing to foreclose?  It is very expensive to foreclose.  What is the Boards comfort level with this.  John Early figured we’re looking at approximately $400,000 potential revenue.  J. Skipper Manter voiced that some people have had a bad year.  

 

Kathy informed the Board that the land that Ms. Donahue is interested in is already owned by the town.  It has no restrictions on it.  It’s under the Conservation Commission’s custody.  The Board will talk to the Conservation Commission on this issue.  
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Chief Toomey notified  the Board the need for re-establishing a Handicap Parking Sign in front of the Congregational Church on Music Street.  The Board voted to address this issue.  All in favor.

 

CORRESPONDENCE:

Cynthia Mitchell, Director of the Island Health Plan requested the Board to support the Island Health Plan (IHP) Insurance by signing a support letter to Senator Richard Moore, Chairman, Senate Committee on Healthcare.  John Early Motioned and the Board unanimously supported the request.

 

The Town of W. Tisbury received a letter from the Mass. Dept. of Revenue, Director of Accounts stating the amount available for free cash as of July 1, 2003 is $568,443.

 

A New England Regional Conference will be held on October 1718, 2003 at Crowne Plaza Hotel, Worcester, MA by Campaign for Safe and Affordable Drinking Water

 

The W.T. Zoning Board of appeals notice of public hearing on Wednesday, October 22, 2003 at 7:30pm to amend a permit to install a wind turbine.

 

A copy of Up-Island Regional School District Minutes dated 6/9 and 6/25, 2003.

Minutes from Tri-Town Ambulance Committee Meeting dtd May 16, 2003. 

 

OTHER ISSUES:

John Early announced that at a recent Tri-town meeting with the Fire Chiefs of Oak Bluffs and Tisbury they are planning to have paramedic services, an Island wide program which will be state mandated.   The initial cost will be $26,700 per year.

 

J. Skipper Manter brought about the issue of Unfunded Health Insurance – As people retire the Town should have a fund set aside to pay for their health insurance.  There is no established amount set aside for this purpose.  

 

J. Skipper Manter will address the Early Retirement Program on November 1st should any individuals plan to take advantage. 

 

John Early announced that the Board will vote to go into Executive Session.  John Early voted yes, Glenn Hearn voted yes and J. Skipper Manter voted yes.  Jonathan Revere asked the purpose of the Executive Session and Chairman John Early stated that the purpose is to discuss possible land acquisition.  J. Skipper Manter made Motion to go into Executive Session and that we not reconvene into Public Session.

Motion was seconded by Glenn Hearn.  All in Favor.

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:00pm

 

Respectfully submitted:                              Jean Brennan, Temp Secretary

 

