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MINUTES

WEST TISBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING    SEPTEMBER 4, 2002 -4:30

PRESENT:  John Alley, John Early, Glenn Hearn

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING:  Ernest Mendenhall, Diane Abbot, Jonathan Revere, Cynthia Riggs, Daniel Prowten, Mary Jo Joiner, Maureen Healy; Robert Potts, Broadside; Chris Burrell, Gazette

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT PICNIC:  The Selectmen were invited to the Fire Department Picnic on September 8th at Flat Point Farm, from noon until 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES:  It was moved and seconded to approve the August 28, 2002 minutes.  Motion carried.

MOORE REPORT:  John Alley read a letter from the Chairman of the Board of Assessors, which made several recommendations regarding Ms. Moore’s Report.  The Board of Assessors voted unanimously to support:  The Selectmen holding staff meeting with Town Employees; adoption and posting of the guidelines; the Selectmen meeting with the Personnel Board to discuss revising the Personnel By-law to include a section on disputes between the Public and Town Employees.

Jonathan Revere asked the Selectmen if they planned to get an opinion from Town Counsel on setting up (Moore) guidelines and the adjudicating powers of the Selectmen as discussed at a Board of Assessors meeting.

Glenn Hearn said that the Selectmen would get an opinion from Town Counsel if the Board of Assessors put the property database on the Website again.

DOG ORDER:  The Selectmen signed the Order of the Board of Selectmen concerning the dog owned by John Long.

BUS COMMITTEE:  Dan Prowten said that two of the members of the Bus Committee would be away during the balance of September and would return October 3rd.  He asked the Selectmen for instruction on how to proceed … he suggested that the remaining members are not knowledgeable enough to make a recommendation.  Mr. Prowten said that he had gathered some data and Barbara Day and Robert Blum have also gathered data. 

Glenn Hearn suggested that Danny should schedule a meeting with Angie Gompert, VTA Administrator, about the VTA ridership and also Andrew Grant.

Dan Prowten said that he had contacted Ms. Gompert.

John Alley said that Lois Crane also has the data.


The Selectmen agreed that the Committee should report back in October.

WEB SITE:  John Alley said that he had received correspondence from Julie Moon, MVOL about a Web Site Redesign for the Town of West Tisbury.  Mr. Alley said that he would like West Tisbury’s Web Site to be more user friendly and asked for the Board’s permission to continue on with Ms. Moon.


It was moved and seconded to look into the redesign of the Town’s Web Site with Julie Moon.  Motion carried.

DIANE ABBOT:  John Alley introduced Diane Abbot who will fill in while Maureen Healy is on vacation.

CORRESPONDENCE:

DHCD Copies of regulatory changes proposed to Chapter 40B & Procedural regulations of the Housing Appeals Committee 760 CMR 30.00.

ZBA Public Hearing on application from Cellco Partnership D/B/A/ as Verizon Wireless for a modification to a Special Permit (Fire Tower Road) September 18th.

DCRHA Asked to meet with Selectmen to discuss an Island Self-Help Housing Project through the USDA rural Development.

MMA Web Site for information on candidates for Governor and their views on local issues.

Cape Light Compact Monthly Management Report

MIIA A Risk Management Bulletin on the Danger of riding in the back of vehicles recommending the adoption of a policy requiring seatbelt use for all occupants of town-owned vehicles and requiring town personnel to use seat belts.

John Early agreed that it would be good to adopt the policy, with the exception of Fire Department personnel riding in the back of a truck in the woods.


It was moved and seconded to adopt the policy recommended by MIIA for “riding in town-owned vehicles”:

It is the policy of the Town of West Tisbury that no employee shall ride outside the passenger compartment of a vehicle.  All individuals in the town-owned vehicles, must be seated inside, wearing seatbelts.  The exception to this policy is the Fire Department Personnel who ride in the back of the Fire Engines off the highway in the woods.  Supervisory personnel must enforce this policy with no exceptions.  


Motion carried.

Robert Potts wrote a letter requesting the Selectmen to allow a brief period after their meeting for questions from the “press corps”.

Cynthia Riggs said that she wondered if there were any action being taken on her August 21st letter. 
John Alley said that he could not answer that question … he did not plan to take any action at this point.

Glenn Hearn said that Chief Toomey’s opinion was that there was no formal complaint and she did not have a file.  He said that the Selectmen were going through the process of adopting policies and procedures and Paddy Moore has reported that she has been talking with both people and they may be able to work it out.

Cynthia Riggs said that the “Report” was absolutely right for the future, but something has happened that needs to be addressed.  She said that either a formal complaint should be filed or the letter that was sent to the Selectmen and the Police Chief should be recinded  ... and that it is not a matter of mediation.  She asked if she should spell it out in another letter.

Glenn Hearn said that he did not know why the Selectmen would want to get involved in “that”.  He said that he did not think the Selectmen should be telling her (the person who wrote the letter) what to do at this point.  The Selectmen are trying to come up with procedures for all the Town employees and department heads … and that Ms. Moore has made some progress and maybe it will be worked. 

John Early said that he did not think that the any other response was required from the Board.  He said that the point was made and he did not see any reason to “whoop this up” … as far as he is concerned it is history.

Mary Jo Joiner said that the Island Public Libraries and Book Stores are sponsoring a program called “One Book One Island”.  She gave the Selectmen a copy of the book “Spartina”, from the West Tisbury Library and the Bunch of Grapes Book Store, to read for the month of October.  She said that there would be ten days of activities related to the book in October.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen F. Healy

Executive Secretary

