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MINUTES

WEST TISBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING   OCTOBER 30, 2002  -  4:30

PRESENT:  John Alley, John Early, Glenn Hearn

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING:  Ernest Mendenhall, Jonathan Revere, Cynthia Riggs, James Alley, Lisa Rogers, Dan Culkin, Maureen Healy; Robert Potts, Broadside

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.

DEBRA POLUCCI vs. TOWN OF WEST TISBURY:  An Agreement for Judgment was reached in the matter of Debra Polucci vs. the Board of Selectmen.  The dog “Douglas” shall be confined at all times within the structures or the chain link fence attached to the house on the petitioner’s property; during the school year, Douglas shall not be confined within the structure used for the school; and Debra Polucci, and no other person, may accompany Douglas outside of the structures or existing fenced in area during non-school hours if he is restrained by a modified muzzle. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY JOB DESCRIPTION:  The Executive Secretary job description was reviewed.  It was moved and seconded to approve the job description.  The job will be advertised in the local newspapers.

MINUTES:  It was moved and seconded to approve the October 23, 2002 minutes.  Motion carried.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE:  The make up of the Affordable Housing Committee is:  A representative from the Board of Assessors, Board of Health, Planning Board, ZBA , and Regional Housing Authority; the Building Inspector; and five (5) members at large.  Ernie Mendenhall serves as the Building Inspector and the Regional Housing Authority representative.  The Board of Health representative resigned and there are three “at large” vacancies.  Thomas Roan offered to serve.  Vickie Rezendes has contacted the Board of Health about their vacancy.

John Alley suggested that the Committee could be reduced to nine members.

Dan Culkin, Chairman of the AHC, said that he would like to see nine or ten members.  He said that attendance at meetings is important and the person should be able to help with the work.

Mr. Culkin suggested that information on the AHC should be included on the Town Website.


The Selectmen will wait until they hear from the Board of Health before making appointments to the AHC.


It was moved and seconded to reduce the number of members on the Affordable Housing Committee to nine.  Motion carried.

STEPHEN’S CROSS PATH:  Ron Rappaport, Town Counsel, wrote a letter summarizing the information he presented to the Selectmen at their September 25th meeting.  In his opinion, “the Town of West Tisbury enjoys a right of passage across the way commonly known as Stephens Cross Path.”   The “path” is referenced in a 1931 deed when Adelaide Mears Hammond transferred land to the Town of West Tisbury.  


The Selectmen will invite Bill Veno from the Land Bank to their meeting next week and ask him to bring a copy of the “Agreement” and a sketch of Stephens Cross Path to formally begin work.

BY-WAYS COMMITTEE:  James Alley reminded the Selectmen that he had previously spoken to them about the size of the By-Ways Committee.  He said that the By-ways Committee should keep a record of their meetings.  Mr. Alley urged the Selectmen to find out if the By-ways Committee wants to meet or will continue to meet.  He said that it is important to work on keeping Special Ways open.

PARSONAGE POND:  James Alley said that he was concerned about Parsonage Pond.  He said that it is full of weeds and that it is on private property and that it would be a shame to lose a pond like that in the center of Town.  He suggested that money could be raised to help to preserve it.  He said that he would donate the first $100.

John Alley said that he had spoken with Allen Whiting recently.  Mr. Alley said that he knows where the water comes from for the pond and he offered to help Allen with the Conservation Commission permits.

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Cape Light Compact Monthly management report of energy efficiency services for W. T.

M. V. Community Services Flu Shot date Nov. 19th

MVRD&RRD Request for Selectmen to write a letter of support to State Legislature re bond authorization for District.  

Chilmark Selectmen voted to send a letter of support.  Aquinnah has already given support.  Edgartown Selectmen will vote next week.

Jonathan Revere suggested that it would set a bad precedent … it would allow the District to bypass a Town Meeting vote.  Mr. Revere said that if it has to pass the Legislature, it was unlikely that it would happen before the Annual Town Meeting.

Glenn Hearn pointed out that Edgartown came up with many of the conditions that were set on the District at the four Town Selectmen’s meeting with the District last summer.  


It was moved and seconded to delay consideration on the request from the Chairman of the MVRD&RRD to send a letter supporting the District seeking special legislation to authorize the issuance of the $500,000 debt of the District, until after the Edgartown Board of Selectmen vote.  Motion carried.

Corps of Engineers Public information meeting on the Cape Wind EIS application 11/21/02.

Judy Sibert Website information sheet.  (The Selectmen will review for next week.)

John Alley asked if Chief Estrella had been contacted about the Fire Department having information on the Town Website.  (John Early will contact Chief Estrella.)

The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Maureen F. Healy

Executive Secretary

