MINUTES

WEST TISBURY BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S MEETING DECEMBER 11, 2002 - 4:30
PRESENT: John Alley, John Early, Glenn Hearn

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Kate Warner, James Alley, Jonathan Revere, Cynthia Riggs, Julie Mitchell, Chief Toomey, Virginia Jones, Eric Peters, Robin Elrick, Ann Reekie, Patti Linn, Mal Jones, Ernest Mendenhall, Maureen Healy; Dan Cabot, M.V. Times; Robert Potts, Broadside

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m.

SOLAR ROOFS PROGRAM: Kate Warner gave a slide presentation on her "Solar Roofs

Program". The Vineyard has become a partner in the Department of Energy's Million Solar

Roofs program and Ms. Warner hopes to have 500 solar roofs installed on the Vineyard by 2010.

Ms. Warner informed the Selectmen that there is a State grant whereby the State will pay 50% of

the cost of a solar roof installed on a municipal building. She said that she is working on a

sustainable energy plan for the Vineyard and needs to get Martha's Vineyard Town leaders

interested in energy efficiency in Town buildings. She suggested "solar" is a way to save power.

The Library, Town Hall, Grange and Church have an exterior wall that faces south. The

Agricultural Hall also has southern exposure. Ms. Warner said that a "solar" installation on a

public building would be good for people to see. She said that the Library would be a good

building for a solar installation ... good visibility ... she said that she would try to find the

money to fund the rest of the cost (50% state).

Glenn Hearn suggested the West Tisbury School as a possible site ... it would receive a lot of

public exposure. He also mentioned the recycling shed at the dump.

Kate Warner said that the Board of Health is interested in solar power on the small shed where

the money is collected ... there is no electric power at the dump.

Cynthia Riggs asked about help for individuals who might want to install solar.

Kate Warner said that she had a list of people interested, but urged anyone interested to call her.

STEPHENS CROSS PATH: John Alley said that Ron Rappaport, Town Counsel had met with

Eric Peters, Attorney for Patti Limn, at Stephens Cross Path and he asked for a week to review

the Path ... specifically "abandonment".

Eric Peters gave the Selectmen a blow up of a 1938 air photo of the dump property. It shows a

wide improved road ... Old Stage Road ... Stephens Cross Path is shown, but hardly appears to

be used.

James Alley said that he is s sorry the Town is met with another delay. Stephens Cross Path

came before the Town eight years ago and was approved as a Special Way. He said that he used

to ride horses on the trail. He said that the Town should agreed to put the Agreement with the

Land Bank into effect ... the Land Bank will defend it. He does not favor putting it off.

Virginia Jones member of the Planning Board said that she was not aware that Stephens Cross

Path was being discussed. She said that members of the Planning Board's children used that

path to ride their bikes to school. She does not think the path should be abandoned. She asked to

be informed when Stephens Cross is on the Selectmen's agenda.

Eric Peters noted that the Town and the Land Bank are in litigation over Rogers Path and

wondered how much money has been expended in legal expenses.

Glenn Hearn responded "nothing yet".

Selectmen's Minutes

December 11,2002

Page 2 of 3

APPOINTMENT: At the request of Chief Toomey, it was moved and seconded to appoint

Ryan P. Ruley a West Tisbury Special Police Officer for a term of three years. Motion carried.

Chief Toomey explained that James Michael Riley resigned and has taken a position in

Maryland. Mr. Riley resigned prior to attending the Police Academy. Mr. Ruley will work part

and fill in hours as needed.

Skating party Chief Toomey invited everyone to attend a Skating Party, sponsored by the West

Tisbury Police Department as part of the Community Policing Program.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY COMMITTEE: Chief Toomey, pro tern of the Executive

Secretary Search Committee, said that a memo had been given to the Town Hall employees

asking for their feedback on the position of Executive Secretary. One member of the Search

Committee will be away until January ... Chief Toomey said that she would get together with

Ann Nelson, a member of the Committee, to work on the paper work before the interviews. She

said that she hopes to do an assessment... and would involve someone from the personnel Board

at the end of the process to help with the questions.

Glenn Hearn said that he would be going away July 24th for two weeks.

Chief Toomey said that the Committee could go through the process before Glenn goes away ...

She said that with good prep work the good candidates would rise to the top!

John Alley said that he had contacted Town Counsel about the confidentiality of the

applications. Ron Rappaport said that the Committee could meet in executive session to review

the applications and the preliminary interviews may also be done in executive session.

Interviews of the finalists will have to take place during "open session".

Chief Toomey said that the Committee would not be eliminating anyone ... only working on an

assessment.

John Early said that he would like to offer the position on the 22nd of January. He thought that

the interviewing could be done in seven working days.

DEER HUNTERS: Mal Jones explained that the Land Bank closes Sepiessa to walkers during deer hunting season and posts signs accordingly. The Jones family property abuts Sepiessa and is posted with NO HUNTING signs; as a result, walkers assume that the Jones property is safe for walking. This year Mr. Jones suggested that hunters drove deer from the Land Bank property onto the Jones' property ... he saw a deer run out of his chicken coop ... there were many foot prints in the snow ... probably 10 pairs. Mr. Jones was concerned that the walkers were in danger and were not aware of it. Mr. Jones asked for help. Glenn Hearn said that he would bring it up with the Land Bank. He said that in general, people are not in tune with hunting season ... walking around without orange on is dangerous. Dan Cabot suggested that Mr. Jones post his property with HUNTING BY PERMISSION ONLY and not grant permission to anyone ... walkers would know that it isn't safe to walk there.

MINUTES: It was moved and seconded to approve the December 4,2002 minutes. Motion carried.

POLICE POLICY AND PROCEDURE: It was moved and seconded to approve the "Internet, E-Mail and Computer Use" Police Policy and Procedure. Motion carried. BUS SURVEY: John Alley reported that Angie Gompert would have the revisions for the Town Hall bus stop ready for next week's meeting.
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WEB SITE BILL: John Alley said that the Town received a bill for the Town Web Site from Chuck Cotnoir ... $983 for September, October and a portion of November. He questioned the October bill... to develop a plan/briefing for DOT-gov domain change. He said that he was unaware that there would be a charge for Mr. Cotnoir's presentation. Glenn Hearn said that they should pay the bill and be done with it.

It was moved and seconded to approve the bill for Chuck Cotnoir. John Early said that if there was a question, it was reasonable to find out about the bill ... the bill will be held.

CORRESPONDENCE:
DCHD Town of West Tisbury is Housing Certified under Executive Order 418 for the period

ending June 30, 2003.

MVC Selectmen's appointment should be made. Kate Warner is not sure she wants to be

reappointed. The Selectmen deferred an appointment until next week.

EOAF: Request for feedback on the Shared Municipal 3-Gov Services Project.

Town Accountant Budget is down because she plans to retire in March of 2004.

MVC schedules

Ike Russell is concerned about the North West comer of the Cemetery Road. The road is

encroaching badly to the left. John Alley said that he would look into it.

Chief Estrella - Fire Department Budget for FY 04.

It was moved and seconded to approve the FY 04 Fire Department Budget. John Early abstained. Motion carried.

Building Inspector to D. & E. Rogers Zoning violation, fence is over six feet. Chief Toomey to Town Hall Employees re Executive Secretary Position.

Jonathan Revere asked if the board needed to take some action about the interim Secretary. John Alley said that he had asked people, but no one was interested in working for the short period of time. He said that it was too bad that West Tisbury did not have in place the senior program as in Oak Bluffs, whereby seniors can get credit toward their taxes. Jonathan Revere asked if there would be anyone "here" next week. John Alley said that the Selectmen would probably have someone to take minutes next week. Jonathan Revere reminded the Selectmen that all meetings of the Search Committee have to be posted; and then go into executive session.

PROCLAMATION: John Alley read a PROCLAMATION recognizing Maureen Flanders Healy, Executive Secretary to the Board of Selectmen for her service to the Town. Mrs. Healy's last day will be Friday the 13th of December.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:46 p.m. Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



Maureen Healy Executive Secretary

