WEST TISBURY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MINUTES:  DECEMBER 21, 2005

TOWN HALL AT 7 PM

PRESENT:  Tucker Hubbell (Acting Chair), Nancy Cole, Tony Higgins, Toni Cohen

ABSENT:  Larry Schubert, Bob Schwier, Eric Whitman

ALSO PRESENT for All or Part of the Meeting:  Laurence Greenberg, Gary Ben David

BUSINESS

· Minutes of Nov. 30 were approved as read.

· ZBA voted to add $4,000 more to their legal appropriation line in the budget.  ZBA had assumed Ch. 40B legal consulting work would be paid through the Project Review Fee 53G account process they formally adopted in 1999 and have used since. Ron Rappaport suggested to the Selectmen’s office that ZBA might want to ask for more money in addition to the $4,000 already budgeted for FY 07 in case some 40B legal work came up that wouldn’t be covered under Project Review consultancy.   

· Request to have Mark Bobrowski appointed Special Counsel to the ZBA was approved by the Selectmen earlier in the day at their meeting. 

· Response to Jen Rand solicitation for comment on 40B Site Eligibility letter for Paul Cusson:  ZBA will let other boards comment at this time, as it may be a matter before them. 

· Warrant to return balances of past Project Review Fee escrow accounts to various wireless technology companies was approved and signed. 

HEARINGS

7:30
An application by Laurence Greenberg and Deborah Shipkin for a Special Permit for their home occupation of physical therapy.  Sect. 8.5-1 of the Zoning Bylaws.  Map 30 Lot 2.28; 170 Pond Rd; RU District.  Correspondence so far:  Abutters Ashley and Laurel Stephenson, in favor; 2) Bd Health, needs BoH approval for septic flow.

Larry Greenberg explained that in the past he worked at the Hospital rehab clinic and for Dr. Monto’s clinic; he and his wife subsequently started practicing out of their home, seeing patients in their basement area, and have now been doing so for several years.  They feel their practice is viable and would like to add on to their house to house the practice; to bring it up to code, to have handicap access.  (As the practice fell under the criteria of needing a Special Permit, The Zoning Inspector referred them to the ZBA when the building permit was applied for.)  

They treat adults with orthopedic and sports injuries mostly, up to 8 to 10 patients a day.  They have adequate space in their driveway for the 2 to 3 cars usually parked there (theirs included).  The Architectural Committee of Deep Bottom Pond Owners has approved their plans.  They have found their neighbors to be supportive.  Larry Greenberg and Deborah Shipkin are the only current practitioners.  They meet setbacks.  They are in the midst of satisfying Board of Health requirements.  After discussion, The ZBA voted 4-0 to approve the Special Permit, citing it met requirements of 8.5-1 and was a good example of how the home occupation bylaw was beneficial to the Town.
OTHER CORRESPONDENCE

· In:  Jen Rand re 40B; Copy of ConCom 40B comment to Selectmen; from Mark, copy of a letter he wrote for Winchester MA and advice over the phone; Letter from William Reyelt of DCHD re 53G Account spending

· Out:  ZBA to Selectmen re Special Counsel 
The meeting was adjourned at 8 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Julie Keefe, Bd. Admin.

