WEST TISBURY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MINUTES:  AUGUST 3, 2005

TOWN HALL AT 6:45 PM

PRESENT:  Eric Whitman (Chair), Tucker Hubbell, Tony Higgins, Larry Schubert

ABSENT:  Toni Cohen, Nancy Cole, Bob Schwier

ALSO PRESENT for All or Part of the Meeting:  Louis deGeofroy, John Early, Ronna Costas, Pete Costas, Glenn Hearn

BUSINESS

· The minutes of July 13 and July 27 were approved as read.

· Response to Housing Bank:  Members will respond individually to Abbe Burt’s letter and proposals.

· Response to Planning Board’s request for what needs fixing in the bylaw.  Members will either respond individually to Planning Board’s list of proposed changes to Bylaw or will submit changes to ZBA office. 

· Schedule a return site visit to Nachbar/Keep (as promised) to check out vegetation…Tentative Monday at 4:30 (actual visit was on Thursday August 11).

· Application fee for portable, “kiddie type” pools reduced form $200 to $100.

· ZBA would like Zoning Bylaw regulations and definitions regarding pools to be amended so that the small temporary, portable plastic above ground blow up pools with attached filters can be permitted through the Building Inspector, rather than having to go through the lengthy and expensive Special Permit process.  ZBA also would advocate that it be a one-time process for the same pool; not a new permit needed each summer when it’s put back up.  ZBA feels there should be a permitting process for health and safety reasons, but not a Special Permit process. 

· Spend $100 for large Assessors Maps?  Usually split cost with B of H, but they didn’t want the maps this year.   As Julie and ZBA rely on them for abutter lists, help to Public, identifying and understanding proposals, ZBA voted to pay the full price for them. 

HEARINGS

7:00
Continuation of an application by John Early on behalf of Paul’s Point Realty Trust for 1) a special permit for a 24’ by 60’ in-ground pool and associated structures; 2) setback relief to site the pool 10’ at the nearest corner and 49’ at the farthest corner from the northeast bound.  Sects 3.1-1, 8.5-4, and 11.2-2 of the Zoning Bylaws; 270 John Cottle Rd; Map 6, Lot 5, RU District.  Previous Correspondence:  Abutter Daniel Ziff, in favor

Eric referred to the ZBA’s August 2nd site visit to the Ziff property:  They understand why the applicant would want to site the pool on that particular spot, but the ZBA would ask that the pool complex  be scaled down and shifted to a degree that would provide, at the minimum, a 25’ setback, a distance thought possible by John Early’s foreman, Lenny Butler.  John Early said he was before them to ask for a continuance:  Rather than change the pool complex, the Ziff brothers will make the land swap suggested by the ZBA at the least hearing in order to make the 50’ setback. (The pool complex would not need setback relief from the ZBA, but would still need to be before the ZBA as pools require a Special Permit.)

John explained that, after legal consultation, it’s been found that Daniel Ziff will be able to convey a parcel of his land to his brother, and at some time, Dirk will convey back a like equal parcel.  Land Court lot changes are difficult and cumbersome to make, but Daniel is able to as there have been no “improvements” made on the lot since it recently went through Land Court, so a new survey of the lot is not required in order to make the boundary change.  John agreed to ask his client for a letter that would approve an extension of the hearings toll period.  The hearing was continued until September 21 at 7 PM. 

7:30
Continuation of an application by Glenn Hearn on behalf of Town of West Tisbury for a special permit for approx 4’ of setback relief for a 10’ by 12’ shed located in the cemetery.  Section 4.2-2D1 of the Zoning Bylaws.  Map 25, Lot 15; 964 State Road; RU District.  No Correspondence

Selectmen Glenn Hearn explained that the new shed replaced the old shed (moved to the salt shed area at the dump) that was in the middle of the cemetery.  Two cemetery lots had been reserved for a shed in the new location along the fence line, a 20’ by 20’ area.  The shed was kept at 120 sq ft, has a loft and workbench, and is used to store a variety of things associated with the cemetery.  The Selectmen had met on site and agreed it would be an unobtrusive place to put the shed, and it lined up with the adjoining cemetery lots placed where it is, 6’6” from the bound.  The Building Inspector asked the Selectmen to get a special permit as it did not meet the required 10’ setback for an under 120 sq ft shed.  Originally neighbor Louis deGeofroy had complained about the proximity of the shed, but at this hearing, he withdrew his initial complaint.  The ZBA granted the Special Permit for 4’4” of setback relief unanimously.  

7:45
Continuation of an application by Peter and Ronna Costas for a special permit under Sects. 3.1-1, 8.5-4, and 11.2-2 of the Zoning Bylaws to install an 18’ circular above-ground pool with associated fencing to be sited approx 35’ from the NE and NW bounds.  Map 16, Lot 189; 70 Pin Oak Circle; RU Zone.  No Correspondence

Peter described that he had bought and put up a plastic, 3’ high portable pool partially, and unintentionally, on his neighbor’s lot line.  Ernie Mendenhall stopped by to tell him he needed a Special Permit for the pool and for setback relief if he couldn’t make the 50’ setback.  He emptied and moved the pool to be further from his neighbor.  He said that the neighbor who’d been infringed upon, and who’d called Ernie, was satisfied with the new site.  After correcting the site plan’s dimensions to be true to scale, the ZBA voted unanimously to grant the Special Permit with conditions for a pool and setback relief, allowing the pool to be placed 30’ from the NE and NW bounds respectively.  Eric cautioned that if the neighbors weren’t comfortable with this that Pete might move the pool further away next year.

CORRESPONDENCE

· Michael Goldsmith of R,R & K…won Heaphy case

· Community Housing Bank Coalition

· Paul Foley, MVC… landscape plan for Rogers hangar approved

· Planning Board…Notice Public Hearing for Sibley

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted

Julie Keefe, Board Administrator

Approved on September 7, 2005
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