WEST TISBURY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MINUTES:  JULY 27, 2005

TOWN HALL AT 7 PM

PRESENT:  Eric Whitman, Tucker Hubbell, Nancy Cole, Bob Schwier

ABSENT:  Toni Cohen, Larry Schubert, Tony Higgins

BUSINESS

The Board briefly discussed the forthcoming Sibley Homesite lot subdivision application to the Planning Board and subsequent special permit application to the Zoning Board required to build on the lot.  Specifically, the Board asked that their hearing not be scheduled in late August due to the Chair and perhaps 2 other members not being available.  Sept 7 was chosen as a tentative date.  

In general, the ZBA concluded that the permitting process for the Homesite lots may need to be re-examined.  Since the Planning Board will have given a thorough review of not only the subdivision, but of the septic, well, drive, building envelope and building plans, it seemed that the ZBA would be more or less rubberstamping an approval for the new owner of the lot.  Or alternatively, where would it leave the applicants should they get Planning Board approval but not ZBA approval?  Members agreed that perhaps the Planning Board should appoint themselves to be the Special Permit Granting Authority for Homesite lots, as well as their role in the subdivision approval.   A Homesite lot may only be created for a recipient who is an eligible purchaser qualified under the affordable housing committees implementation guidelines, so the buyer will have had to fulfill all those requirements with the Planning Board before coming to the ZBA anyway. Topic to be revisited and discussed with Planning Board.

The Board briefly discussed whether the Bylaw should be amended so that portable, above ground swimming pools of a certain size or height be required to have a permit from the building inspector but not a special permit from the ZBA.  It seemed an involved and expensive process for a non-permanent structure.  Perhaps it would be best if Ernie could get the information out to the public that a building permit is required; he would be inspecting to make sure the required fencing and other safety features were in place.  On the other hand, it was discussed, some of the four foot high above ground pools in town are more permanent and have 4’ and higher fences on top of them, making them into rather obtrusive structures.  Topic to be revisited and discussed with Ernie and Planning Board.    

HEARINGS

7:30
An application by Glenn Hearn on behalf of Town of West Tisbury for a special permit for approx 4’ of setback relief for a 10’ 12’ shed located in the cemetery.  Section 4.2-2D1 of the Zoning Bylaws.  Map 25, Lot 15; 964 State Road; RU District.  No Correspondence yet.

The hearing was opened and continued until August 3 at 7:30.  

7:45
An application by Peter and Ronna Costas for a special permit under Sects. 3.1-1, 8.5-4, and 11.2-2 of the Zoning Bylaws to install an 18’ circular above-ground pool with associated fencing to be sited approx 35’ from the NE and NW bounds.  Map 16, Lot 189; 70 Pin Oak Circle; RU Zone.  No Correspondence yet

The hearing was opened and continued until August 3 at 7:45.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM

Respectfully submitted, Julie Keefe, Board Admin  

