W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, APRIL 24, 2006, 7:30 P.M.

PRESENT: Murray Frank, Susan Silva, David Douglas, Eileen Maley 

ABSENT: Mark Yale, Leah Smith

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Tracy from SB&H, Ally Moore, Andrew Moore, Simone DeSorcy

MINUTES

Minutes of the April 3 meeting were approved as written.

OLD BUSINESS

Jim Hart, Proposed Hardware Store, MB District:  Jim Hart’s proposed hardware store and offices will be reviewed at the MVC’s LUPC on May 1.  Board members directed Simone to write a letter to the MVC stating that it did not feel that a business of this size within the business district required a full review by the MVC, and that the Planning Board planned on holding a public hearing on the proposal to hear abutters’ concerns.

Schley Form A:  Tracy from Schofield Barbini and Hoehn presented a Form A Plan identical to that approved by the Board in January 2005, except a note on the plan was removed.  The note stated that the division does not conform to zoning because it doesn’t meet Section 4.4-6, providing an affordable lot.  Since that time the Board has received a legal opinion that it cannot require a Form A to provide an affordable lot.  David moved to endorse and sign the plan; all in favor.

Moore Form A, M39, L2.3:  Ally Moore said that he and his brother wanted to update Board members on the status of the Form A division on Tisbury Great Pond, which they began in 1999.  They are currently finalizing the conservation restriction with the Trustees of Reservation and the State.  The MVC will then be able to act on the plan, and then finally it can come back to the Planning Board.  Board members told them to keep up the good work.

Bermudes, Baumhauffer and Smith, Form C:  Scott Bermudes contacted the office to make an appointment to speak with Board members re. his subdivision.  Specifically, he finds Condition of Approval #5 “ambiguous,” and would like to clarify its intent with the Board.  Simone distributed the Conditions and copies of all the minutes from when the subdivision was discussed and approved 10 years ago.  Scott Bermudes will attend the next meeting.

LeRoux Site Plan Review, M32, L6:  Board members reviewed drawings for a single-family residence over 3,000 sq. ft. on a 6-acre lot.  The access shown is via Campbell Road.  David said it is in the middle of the woods, and will only be visible from the Kenney’s maintenance barn.  Susan said she didn’t feel it required a site visit.  Eileen said the location was in the woods and very private.  David made a motion to approve the site plan; all in favor.
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NEW BUSINESS

Michael Colaneri, Potential Setback Relief, M22, L10.1:  Michael Colareri came to Town Hall last week enquiring about building a greenhouse less that 50 feet away from his property line.  He would be seeking 15-18 feet of setback relief.  He met with ZBA Administrator Julie Keefe, who said she felt that the Planning Board had jurisdiction over this, as the property boundary he was seeking setback relief from was along Rogers Path, a designated Special Ways Zone.  Board members said they didn’t feel that they could grant setback relief.  Further, members who know the property said they felt there was adequate space on the property to site a greenhouse without having to request setback relief.

Community Preservation Act Committee:  Eileen reported on CPA Committee activities, and said that it was asking for ideas for spending the funds from all Town boards.  Eileen said she felt that acquiring the Flatlands properties would be a good use of the funds.  David said that is definitely the direction the money should be used for, as it could be used for affordable housing, elderly housing, and open space.  Board members agreed.  Eileen said that some of the funds also had to be used for historic preservation.  In Chilmark, they are looking into using funds to preserve the historic fishing industry in Menemsha.  David said that the same could be done for farming in our town.

Land Bank:  Susan said that the central committee had reviewed the proposed management plan for Ice House Pond.  Some water quality studies were required by the state.  There will be a public hearing on the plan on May 16.

Impact of “McMansions”:  David said he had an interesting discussion with a property owner who is an abutter to several of the huge building projects on the North Shore.  He said there is a rate of development in subdivisions, yet there is nothing protecting neighbors from the impacts (traffic, noise, etc.) of these compounds, many of which have over 75 workmen arriving at the site each day.  David said he thought the rate of development limits in subdivisions was mostly to spread out the increase in demands on town services, not necessarily to protect neighbors.

Resignation:  Eileen said that she would be retiring from the Board.  Murray said members (and assistant) were all very sad to hear this.  Eileen said she would continue to serve until a replacement is found.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Simone DeSorcy, assistant

Approved May 8, 2006

