W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, AUGUST 8, 2005, 7:30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Murray Frank, Susan Silva, David Douglas, Leah Smith

ABSENT:  Eileen Maley, Mark Yale

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Jim Powell, Michael Colaneri, Leo DeSorcy, Simone DeSorcy.

CORRESPONDENCE

In:
George Rogers re. Escrow Account;


MVC re. Moore Form A DRI Extension;


Housing Bank Draft Legislation.

MINUTES

Minutes of the July 27, 2005 meeting were approved as written.

NEW BUSINESS

Zoning Violations:  Board members said that some possible zoning violations had been brought to their attention.  First, there is a new pet store on State Road; it is unclear whether this was permitted.  Second, Karen Overtoom Realty seems to have more employees than are allowed within a legal Home Occupation.

OLD BUSINESS

Deep Bottom Affordable Lots:  Michael Colaneri updated the Board on the status of the lots. He said that there are a couple of outstanding issues re. the road, and is working with the Road Inspector and Fire Chief to address them.  He said he had met with Gerry Lynch from White/Lynch re. the finish grade and paving.  Mr. Lynch recommends paving the road after the three houses are constructed, so that the construction trucks do not damage the paving.  Michael Colaneri showed the Board the letter containing the price quote for paving the road from White/Lynch.  David said the quote of $7,915.00 was basically a gift to the Town.

Road Inspector Leo DeSorcy said he had no problem with paving the road after the houses were constructed, as long as the money was put in escrow and the work got done.  He noted that the price was guaranteed through July 31, 2006, and recommended that the Town be in contact with White /Lynch at least a month before it wants to road to be paved so the work can be scheduled.  Leah said that presumably most of the heaviest work on the 3 house lots could be completed by next July.

David said it would be nice to postpone paving so that the cement trucks don’t ruin the pavement, but noted that there would only be 3 small houses built, so the impact on the road would not be huge.

Leo said he had discussed the idea with Kent Healy, who also thought it made sense to wait until next summer to pave.  Leo said he understands why the Town requires developers to pave a road before lots are released, but in this case, the Town currently owns the lots, and if Town money is put into escrow to pave the road, it makes sense to pave last.
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Susan made a motion to accept the recommendation from White/Lynch and the Road Inspector, and to put money in escrow to pave next summer, and to release the lots before the road is completed.  David seconded the motion.  Murray said the Town needs to communicate with White/Lynch re. the paving process next June.  All in favor.

George Rogers, Escrow Account:  George Rogers wrote to the Board requesting that the money be returned to him from the escrow account he set up with the Town to pay for any extra wiring needed to the two affordable lots due to inadequate wiring by his electrician.  George Rogers’ lawyer had sent a check to the Town to set up the account.  Simone reported that the check was handed over to the Treasurer, but neither the new Treasurer nor Accountant can find any proof that the check was ever deposited.  Even after a bank search, George Rogers’ attorney could not find proof that the check had ever been cashed.  Board members directed Simone to write to George Rogers saying that he must show a copy of the canceled check in order to be reimbursed.

Zoning Bylaw:  Board members reviewed lists of necessary zoning bylaw clarifications as compiled by Ginny Jones, ZBA Administrator Julie Keefe, and Simone.  They began with Ginny’s list.

Section 4.4-3.A. 7 & 8:  Regarding accessory apartments, the Board needs to decide what should be allowed, and then make sure the bylaw says that.  Leah volunteered to work on that section.

Section 4.4-6 still refers to “year-round housing” which should have been deleted last year.  Simone said she thought that was a typo – and will check last year’s warrant to make sure.

Section 8.3 A 2 – should sidewalks be required in the business area?  David volunteered to work on this section.

Section 4.4-7:  Eligible Lessee needs to be included and defined.  Simone will work on this.

8.5-1 B 4:  Ginny points out that this section says that no more than three persons are employed in any occupation or combination of occupations on the premises, unless the ZBA “agrees to reasonable modifications.”  Who or what is being modified, the building, the people, or something else?  David said that the issue is how big the Town wants home occupations to be.  Should it be 3 people at a time working there, or 3 people at any one time.  He said he remembered that the intent was not more than 3 people working there at a time.  He said the Board had tried to be liberal, keeping the Town open to home businesses.  Susan said maybe it should be 3 people, period.

8.6-2, Outdoor Lighting Regulations:  Murray presented proposed language to read as follows:  “Section 8.6 addresses outdoor lighting concerns.  However, indoor lighting that 
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impacts the outside environment must be contained, focused or shielded to not violate the purposes in Section 8.6-1.”

Section 4.4-1B, unenclosed vs. enclosed porches.  Susan volunteered to review this section.

Solid Waste Facility:  in the definition, “bailing facility” should read “baling facility.”

Section 4.4-4 D 3:  illegal apartment amnesty should be extended indefinitely.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Simone DeSorcy, assistant

Approved 9/19/05

