W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, JULY 25, 2005, 7:30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Murray Frank, Susan Silva, Eileen Maley, Mark Yale, David Douglas, Leah Smith

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Simone DeSorcy.

CORRESPONDENCE

In:
Proposed MV Housing Bank legislation.

Out:
Peter Webster re. change of address;


Fain Hackney re. utilities requirements;


Selectmen re. off-premises signs;


Selectmen re. Fred Woods’ conservation restriction.

MINUTES

Minutes of the July 11, 2005 meeting were approved as written.

NEW BUSINESS

MVC Draft Open Space Preservation Guidelines:  Susan said she had begun to review these draft guidelines, and suggested that all Board members read them carefully, and be prepared to discuss them at the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

McBride Form C:  Simone reported that she accompanied the Road Inspector, Leo DeSorcy, to the McBride subdivision to determine what needed to be done to the road in order to release Fain Hackney’s lot.  In order to keep the drainage and sand from spilling on to Indian Hill Road, Leo suggested paving the first 30 feet of the subdivision road, and creating a berm and drainage pit on the left side of the driveway to catch the runoff.  He said the first tree on the right side of the driveway needs to be removed for access purposes.  He said he found the existing opening in the stonewall to be of adequate width.  Loaming and seeing the road edges, as required in the Rules and Regulations, will help reduce runoff and erosion.  He said the road is nicely pitched.

Sibley Homesite Lot, Process:  Simone said she had heard from Doug Hoehn that the Sibleys are almost ready to submit their application for a Homesite Lot.  She said that she and Julie Keefe, ZBA Administrator, had discussed the best way to streamline the process.  Julie pointed out that the Sibleys would be the applicant to divide the property, but that the recipient of the Homesite Lot would be the applicant to the ZBA for a Special Permit to construct the house on the Homesite Lot.  Thus, both she and Simone felt that holding two separate hearings would be the simplest way to go.  Board members agreed.

Off-Premises Signs:  Simone reported that a letter had been sent to the Selectmen asking them to consider limiting the number of off-premises signs when permitting special events next summer, as the Board had received many complaints about the overwhelming number of signs, especially on weekends.  Chairman of the Board of Selectmen, Skipper Manter, discussed the issue with her.  It is his feeling that off-premises signs are not the 
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largest planning issue facing the Town.  Also, he said he felt that tourists depend on the signs to find special events, and the signs are only up for a few months of the year.

In a related manner, Eileen said that there was general mayhem every Saturday morning in the Town Center area, between the farmer’s market, church fundraising events, and neighbors holding yard sales.  Leah said that parking becomes more of an issue all the time.

Special Permit Rules and Regulations:  Board members reviewed the proposed Rules and Regulations and made one change, correcting a typo.

Zoning Bylaw:  Murray said he would like to set aside much of the next meeting to review sections of the bylaw which require clarification/changes at the next Special Town Meeting.  He directed Simone to list the problematic sections.  He suggested that Board members might want to focus on different sections, proposing amendment language.  Leah suggested asking other Town departments for suggestions/help.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Simone DeSorcy, assistant

Approved 8/8/05

