W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, SEPTEMBER 30, 2002, 7:30 P.M. PRESENT: Susan Silva, Eileen Maley, David Douglas, Murray Frank, Ginny Jones ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Mark Yale, Ann Nelson, Jon Nelson, Hugh Knipmeyer, Arnie Fischer, Chris Murphy, Barbara Murphy, Hope Murphy, Simone DeSorcy.

NEW BUSINESS
Tennis Courts: Glenn Provost said that the Zoning Bylaw is very confusing in the way it regulates tennis courts and swimming pools. He suggested that "accessory residential uses" be added to the Use Table; currently, a reader needs to refer to several sections to determine how such uses are allowed. He noted that tennis courts and swimming pools require special permits in other Island towns. He also suggested that accessory uses on adjacent lots in common ownership be addressed..

Public Hearing: Leah Littlefield/Historical Society Public Hearing re. Access Separation (M25, L3): Ginny read the Public Hearing Notice for the Special Permit Application to reduce the 1,000 foot access separation requirement on Map 25, Lot 3, 833 State Road, per Section 6.2-5A of the W.T. Zoning Bylaw. The lot is currently owned by Leah Littlefield, Trustee, pending acquisition by the Martha's Vineyard Historical Society. Glenn presented the proposed Form A plan which would divide the existing 25 acre lot into 3 lots. Lot 1 (9.7 acres), containing the existing Littlefield dwelling, with frontage on State Road, would become part of the Arboretum. Lot 3 (5 acres) would be acquired by the Ag Society and would be added to the larger Ag Society lot. Lot 2 (9.7 acres) would be the new Historical Society site.

The plan proposes to close and remove the existing Martha's Vineyard Agricultural Society entrance onto the State Highway (Perimeter Road) and construct a new road entry about 100 feet further north. This new road entry would be built on Easement Area "A" of Lot 2 as shown on the accompanying plan. The Ag Society would share this entry road and have rights to the road all along the common boundary between itself and the Historical Society. The next nearest entry access on the same side of the highway is the driveway to the former Littlefield dwelling, about 670 feet to the north.

Glenn repeated that there would be no increase in the number of entrances to the State Highway, just a relocation of one. Ann Nelson asked if Perimeter Road is a year-round road. Arnie Fischer said that there is a lockable gate a small distance in. Glenn said he was not certain what the gate situated would be once the Historical Society were there. He said that the existing road would be moved approximately 100 feet, and that there would be a flared end so you couldn't see down the length of the entire road. David said he saw no problem with the proposal. Arnie presented a letter from the Ag Society stating that it is willing to close Perimeter Road and share a new road with the Historical Society.

Eileen asked if Perimeter Road would be extended around the entire Ag Society property. Arnie said there were no plans for a new road to extend to the new lot. Ann Nelson asked if people would be able to cut through from Panhandle Road. Arnie said that they keep
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the gate shut and locked to keep people from driving all over the property. David said that under the new plan, a gate could be closed where the Ag Society property is accessed.

Glenn reminded that they still needed to apply to the State, as any new access to a State Highway requires State approval.

Susan made a motion to close the public hearing. All in favor. David made a motion to approve the Special Permit application, pending sale of the property, finding that it was in keeping with the character of the area and would improve safety. All in favor.

David made a motion to endorse the Form A application, noting that he was pleased that the non-profit groups were undertaking this project, and that the Form A fee should be waived. All in favor. Ginny signed the linen.

Public Hearing: Zoning Bylaw Amendment re. Associate Member: Ginny read the public hearing notice for the proposed Zoning Bylaw amendment which would add a section allowing an associate member to be appointed and to vote on special permit applications, if necessary. She noted that this section was inadvertently omitted from 2000 comprehensive revision. There was no public comment, and no comment letters were received.

Susan made a motion to close the public hearing, approve the amendment, and request that the Selectmen put it on the warrant of their next Special Town Meeting. All in favor.

Chris Murphy, Request for Amendment to Condition of Approval: Chris Murphy, his wife Barbara and daughter Hope met with the Board to request that it waive the Condition of Approval of their family's 1986 subdivision which required no further subdivision of any of the lots for 20 years. The property is in Chilmark and West Tisbury, but the W.T. Planning Board was the lead agency in reviewing the proposed subdivision. Chris Murphy said that he wanted to take 1.5 acres off Lot 6, which is in Chilmark, to create a youth lot for his daughter Hope. This would need to take place before December, as Hope will turn 30, and thus ineligible for Chilmark's Youth Lot program. He said that he had already met with the Chilmark Planning Board and ZBA. Their Planning Board would create this lot as a Form A; and the ZBA could make this unbuildable lot buildable under certain conditions. He said that the subdivision road and utilities have all be installed, but not inspected by West Tisbury. Also, the Fire Chief has not inspected it.

Ginny disclosed that she is an abutter to the entire subdivision, and therefore unable to participate in the discussion.

Susan said that the requested "waiver" would require a public hearing process to amend a condition of approval, and that the new lot would be restricted to affordable housing.

W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, SEPTEMBER 30,2002     p. 3 of 3
Chris Murphy said the Chilmark youth lot program only requires a 10-year period of affordability, and they can be rented for a month in the summer. Hope Murphy said that the lot would also remain in the family trust. David said West Tisbury is working very hard to keep affordable housing year-round. Murray said that in West Tisbury, affordable lots remain affordable in perpetuity.

David said it would be a very new concept to reduce time periods set in order to limit further subdivision. Susan directed Simone to ask Chilmark for any meeting minutes discussing this issue. The Board voted in favor of holding a public hearing to entertain this request.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Land Bank: Susan reported that at the Land Bank input meeting, affordable housing advocates were pushing very strongly to be included in the legislation. Also, bond issues for purchases were discussed; the Land Bank now has an A- rating.

Dukes County Regional Housing Authority: Ginny reported that she and other Town representatives attended a presentation given by Town of Barnstable staff re. their amnesty program for illegal apartments. Susan suggested that the Board meet with Ernie to discuss amnesty and safety issues in apartments.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Simone DeSorcy, Assistant
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