W. T. PLANNING BOARD MEETING, AUGUST 26, 2002, 7:30 P.M.
PRESENT: Susan Silva, Eileen Maley, David Douglas

ABSENT: Murray Frank, Ginny Jones

ALSO PRESENT FOR ALL OR PART OF THE MEETING: Mark Yale, Ann

Margetson, Simone DeSorcy.

MINUTES The minutes of the August 5 and August 19 meetings were approved as written.

CORRESPONDENCE
In:    Selectmen re. School, Halcyon Way Greenbelt 

Out: Police, Fire, etc. re Address Changes

NEW BUSINESS

Ann Margetson, CPIR, re. Golf Course: Ann Margetson, representing the Committee for the Preservation of Island Resources, came to the Planning Board to ask for its help in defeating the golf course proposed in the Oak Bluffs Woodlands. She said that her group had been working for three years to do so. She cited ecological, traffic, and economic concerns. She said that the developers threatened to litigate the MVC out of existence should it deny the golf course. She said that the alternative of a large 40B housing development was a specious threat, as the highest justice at Land Court had ruled that the MVC has total jurisdiction over any 40B application on the Island. She said that Oak Bluffs was enormously burdened with infrastructure serving the entire Island, including the hospital, community services, eating and drinking establishments, and the Flying Horses. It would be wrong to allow a golf course on the last remaining open space in Oak Bluffs.

There was a lengthy discussion of the history of the property. Board members said they weren't convinced that the MVC had full jurisdiction over 40B applications. David and Susan agreed that they would personally prefer a golf course to 50 houses on the site. Eileen said they would all rather see the Woodlands remain intact, but unfortunately the developers own it. Mark Yale, who has attended all of the public hearings for the different golf course proposals, said studies showed that the Edgartown golf course recently opened was on a more sensitive site environmentally than the Oak Bluffs proposal.

Susan said that she didn't know what the Board could do, noting that West Tisbury has three members on the Commission strongly opposed to the golf course. She said that she would object if Oak Bluffs officials came to West Tisbury demanding that something be done. Other Board members agreed. Ann Margetson asked that they attend the hearings as individuals, and support their Commissioners. Mark said that he would continue to attend the MVC hearings, and would report back to the Board.

OLD BUSINESS
Community Development Plan, Master Plan, MVC: The Board discussed its planning

options as outlined by Bill Veno, MVC staff, at the previous meeting. There was a
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consensus that the $30,000 available through EO 418 would be best used if pooled with funding for other Island towns to create an Island plan with segments on individual towns. David said he felt that the results of the visioning process in West Tisbury from five years ago reflect today's vision, and that the overall goals within the Master Plan were mostly still valid but numbers needed updating. David made a motion to request that the MVC coordinate an Island-wide plan pooling the EO 418 monies from participating towns. All in favor.

Regarding particular planning projects with which the Town could use help from the MVC, it was agreed that a study of the business district was necessary. It was noted that the Paths Beside the Roadways Committee was looking into raising funds for sidewalks in this district. The planning study could be coupled with this. It was also noted that the MVC's assistance would be needed in updating the Master Plan maps.

Board members pointed out some typos in the draft Planning Board section of the Master Plan revision; goals will be discussed at the next meeting.

Associate Member: The Board directed Simone to set up the required public hearing for the zoning bylaw addition which would once again allow an associate member to vote in certain circumstances. This was in the previous bylaw, and inadvertently omitted during the comprehensive rewrite.

Crow Hollow Farm: The Board directed Simone to contact the Land Bank to inquire about the access road that was supposed to be created directly from Tiah's Cove Road to the riding stable. Some residents on the existing road to Flat Point Farm had voiced concerns about the increased traffic due to the riding business.

Next meeting: September 9, 2002 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Simone DeSorcy, assistant
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