WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

June 28, 2005

Present: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Ebba Hierta, Oceana Rames, Patrick Phear, Peter Rodegast, Tara Whiting and Maria McFarland

Also present for all or part of the meeting: Jeffrey S. Manter, Glenn Provost of Vineyard Land Surveying, Nick van Nes, Hans van Nes, Frank Flanders, Kristen Fauteux and Richard Johnson of Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation, and Scott McArthur

Prudy Burt called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.

The minutes of the June 24, 2005 meeting were approved.

Map 35 Lot 1.12   Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider Notice of Intent filed by Vineyard Land Surveying on behalf of Peter and Rachel Rabinowitz owners of property at 91 Pond View Farm Road. The proposed project consists of the installation and maintenance of a 23’ long timber-frame boardwalk, a seasonal 20’ long ramp and a seasonal 48’ long bottom-anchored floating pier.  The proposed work is located on Town Cove. 

Correspondence:  1) Letter from the Division of Marine Fisheries dated June 28, 2005, 2) Letter from abutter Nick van Nes dated June 28, 2005.

Glenn Provost presented the project. He submitted a revised plan showing construction details, opposite shoreline and pier. The floats will be anchored by a helix anchoring system screwed into the bottom.  Elastic mooring systems a type of Hazellett Elastic Rodes holds floating structures in place.

The distance between this pier and the Hearn pier is 220 feet. The width of the cove is 286 feet so it is less than a quarter of the way across the cove.

Patrick expressed concern that the vegetation had been mowed to the water’s edge. 

Abutter Nick Van Ness submitted written testimony. In summary he is not opposed to the dock just the overall size. He also expressed his concern about the cumulative adverse impact on the water quality of the pond with the increase in the number of docks on the Great Pond.

It was noted that the required letter from NHESP was not available in time for the hearing. The DMF letter was read into the record. A motion was made to continue the hearing to July 12, 2005 at 5:10 PM. Motion seconded. All in favor. 

Map 7 Lot 44 Public meeting under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by Vineyard Engineering Services on behalf of Linda Pond for property at 8 Manaquayak Road. The proposed project consists of the excavation, installation, backfilling, and grading for a proposed septic system upgrade (septic tank, pump chamber, force main, d-box, leaching bed and plumbing.) The existing failed leaching pit will be filled and abandoned. Trenching is also required to run a new well line to a new well. The proposed work is located within the Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. No one was present on behalf of the applicant. This project is very straightforward. The house is between the work area and the resource area. The meeting was closed. A motion was made a seconded to issue a Negative Determination. All in favor.  
Map 5 Lot 2.1 Public meeting under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by Frank Flanders on behalf of Joan Smith for property at 207 Obed Daggett Road. The proposed project consists of replacing the windows and adding skylights in an existing structure located in the Buffer Zone. Frank Flanders presented the project. The barn is on the back end of a dune.  The work will be done by hand and all debris will be contained. The meeting was closed. A motion was made to issue a Negative Determination. Motion was seconded.  5 members in favor. Patrick and Ebba abstained. 

Map 12 Lot 5.2 Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider an Abbreviated Notice of Intent filed by Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation for property at 50 Hillbrook Road. The proposed project consists of maintenance trimming and pruning of an existing view easement.  The proposed project is located within the Buffer Zone. Dick Johnson, Kristen Fauteux and Scott McArthur were present. Dick and Scott both said they could not estimate the number of trees that need pruning or trimming in order to gain the view channel.  It is impossible to identiy indiviual tress at this time.  Conditions on this project will be as follows: trimmed brush and limbs will be left behind away in a considerate manner away from the wetlands and stream.  Bi-annual maintenance trimming will be permitted so long as the Commission is notified in advance that the work is to take place. The board will be notified when the work has commenced so that a site visit can be done to determine if it is necessary to adjust the scope of work. There will not be any soil disturbance. The DEP has not issued a file number. A motion was made and seconded to continue the hearing to July 12, 2005 at 5:25 PM. All in favor.
Old Business

Map 35 Lot 1 Skip Manter and Glenn Provost were present to discuss the site visit held on June 9th.

Prudy started the discussion by saying the initial goal is to have the entire area flagged. 

Patrick asked what the purpose of the fencing was.  Skip answered that that it lets sheep under the fence but keeps the cows away from the blueberry bushes.  Patrick said that trying to ascertain if the activities at this site are eligible for an agricultural exemption is a legalistic determination and that could be a long cumbersome process to sort out.  This wetland is important because surface and ground water meet at this site. The concern is about keeping the pond healthy. The Commission does not see any purpose for the mowing of the wetlands. It is not necessary to mow this area in order to have access to the blueberry bushes nor is it necessary for crop production or grazing, as this is a seven-acre lot.

The Commission also questioned the need to clear the entire perimeter of the pond and the need for the extensive berm. Skip said he needs to be able to mow around the pond in order to maintain the edges.

The Commission acknowledged receipt of a letter from the Farm Bureau dated June 23, 2005. It was pointed out that the Farm Bureau is a non-profit advocacy group that assists and lobbies for the farmers of Massachusetts. It is not a regulatory agency with any authority in this matter. 

Maria provided Skip and Glenn with a section on working with the regulations and approaching the exemption from the DEP publication entitled Farming in Wetland Resource Areas: A Guide to Agriculture and the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.

Skip requested that he and Glenn have a chance to read this material and that another site visit be conducted on July 7th. The board agreed that it would be a good idea to revisit the site. 

Administrative

The Commission accepted the resignation of Ebba Hierta with regret. Ebba’s contributions to the work of the Commission will be sorely missed. The Commission wishes Ebba much success in her new position as the Assistant Librarian for the town library.

Associate Members

Maria will place an ad in the newspaper and ask the local columnists to help spread the word that the Commission is looking for one full member and two associate members. A notice will also be posted in town hall.

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria McFarland

Board Administrator
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