WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

December 14, 2004

Present: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Ebba Hierta, Patrick Phear, Oceana Rames, Tara Whiting, Peter Rodegast, and Maria McFarland

Absent: Judy Crawford

Also Present for all or part of the meeting: Richard Cohen, Brooks Billingham, Doug Cooper, Michael Barclay and Glenn Provost

Prudy Burt called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.

The minutes of the November 9th and 23rd meetings were approved. Patrick abstained.

Map 7 Lot 45 - Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Notice of Intent filed by B.D. Billingham & Associates, Inc. on behalf of Mark Chudnow for property located at 14 Manaquayak Road owned by Roger and Cynthia Gallagher.  The proposed project consists of grading of land and clearing of vegetation within the Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland in conjunction with construction of a single-family dwelling.  Doug Cooper and Brooks Billingham were present for the applicant. The site has an oak over story, low bush blueberry and huckleberry with typical upland vegetation. The wetland area is more of a kettle hole, but it is sizable enough to be considered a Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The site is level with a gentle slope. The house has been sited so that it is outside the Buffer Zone. However, on the wetland side of the construction, it will be necessary to clear 10-12 feet of vegetation so that equipment will be able to maneuver around the foundation.  An erosion barrier will be installed as shown on the submitted plan. This will act as the limit of work line as well. Special conditions will include submittal of a landscaping plan if landscaping is intended for the Buffer Zone. The house will have an appropriate gutter system and there will be no stockpiling of fill in the Buffer Zone.   The well has already been installed. There being no further discussion, the hearing was closed. A motion made and seconded to approve the project as submitted in the Notice of Intent and as presented. The vote was unanimous.

New Business

James Pond - The Board approved a letter of support for the MVC’s grant application for 604(b) funding for water quality testing of James Pond for the Estuaries program.

Map 40 Lot 1.2 - Michael Barclay and Glenn Provost met with the Commission to discuss plans to reconstruct the house at this site, and to add a garage and pool. A Notice of Intent will be filed. 

Administrative

Land Bank Advisory Board - Informal Meeting with Richard Cohen, the commission’s appointee to the Board. Richard was present to discuss the recent West Tisbury acquisitions by the Land Bank at Ice House Pond and the barrier beach at Tisbury Great Pond. Richard said the West Tisbury Advisory Board supported the method used to acquire these properties and that they were happy with the process and the outcome. As management plans become available, they will be forward to the Commission. Richard will continue to keep the board apprised of its activities as it becomes possible to discuss such matter outside of executive session.

Path by the Mill Pond – Prudy, Ebba and Patrick met with members of the path committee to walk the area in front of the Mill Pond where the path committee would like to construct some type of structure. This is part of a larger project to construct a path from the Youth Hostel to Alley’s General Store. The discussions are in the very early stages. A follow up letter will be sent. 

FY 2006 Budget –Maria reported that money in the Conservation Fund may not be used to fund the cost of a consultant to work with the Board on Bylaw regulations. A motion was made to increase the proposed FY ’06 budget by $5, 000 to cover this expense.

The following were signed:

Map 3 Lot 65.2 Case-Senchak –Order of Conditions

Map 3 Lot 59 Mann -Certificate of Compliance

There being no new business the meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Maria McFarland

Board Administrator

APPROVED
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