WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

November 9, 2004

Present: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Ebba Hierta, Oceana Rames, Tara Whiting, Peter Rodegast, and Maria McFarland

Absent: Patrick Phear

Also Present for all or part of the meeting: Kent Healy, Darran Reubens of Terrain Associates, George Sourati of Sourati Engineering, John Abrams of South Mountain Company, Inc. and Bill Wilcox of the MVC.

Prudy Burt called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.

The minutes of the October 12, 2004 meeting were approved with one correction. Tara and Oceana abstained.

Map 3 Lot 85.5 –Continuation of a public meeting under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by the West Tisbury Fire Department for property located at 31 Blackwater Hollow Road. The project consists of maintainence dredging to remove sediment from a fire pond.  Kent Healy was present to review the plan he prepared for this project. Currently the fire pond is unusable. They will use the same standpipe, but the suction pipe needs to be re-exposed. The plan details the construction procedures. The saplings that are growing in the streambed will be removed. The spoils will be placed in a watertight truck and removed. John Keene will do the work.  Notice will be given to the board prior to the start of work so that there can be a site visit.  The work will follow the construction procedures listed on the plan entitled, “Proposed Removal of Sediment from Existing Fire Pond” dated 10/27/04. The meeting was closed. A motion was made to issue a Negative Determination that the area described in the Request is subject to protection under the Act, but the work meets the requirement for an exemption under 310 CMR 10.53 (3)(g); maintenance dredging of a fire pond, so that a Notice of Intent is not required. Motion carried unanimously

Map 6 Lot 13  - Public meeting under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by South Mountain Company, Inc. on behalf of William W. Graham for property located at 15 Old Herring Creek Road. The project consists of the demolition and removal of a single-family dwelling and associated site work including grading and seeding with meadow grasses. The project is located in the Buffer Zone.  John Abrams presented the project.  Peter Rodegast, a principal of South Mountain Company, recused himself from the discussion. The proposal is to dismantle the 8, 000 square foot house known as Mohu which sits on a knoll near James Pond.  One corner of the house is within the Buffer Zone. The plan is to essentially undevelop the site and retain the natural grade. Snow and silt fencing will be placed around the entire perimeter of the house. Seventy–five (75) percent of the work will be done by hand. Reusable materials will be donated to Island Affordable Housing. The foundation will be collapsed and filled in. The two chimneys (outside the Buffer Zone) will probably remain in place. Materials will be stored inside the house or stockpiled on site in the paved area in front of the house. A dumpster will be on site at all times. The meeting was closed. A motion was made for a Negative Determination that the work is in the Buffer Zone but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act or the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw.  The Determination will note that any future work would need to come before the Commission for review if within the board’s jurisdiction. All in favor. Prudy noted that it was nice to see the structure coming down instead of one going up. Judy asked that John let Mr. Graham know how pleased the Commission was that nothing new was being proposed. 

Map 3 Lot 65.2 - Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Notice of Intent filed by Sourati Engineering Group on behalf of Barbara Case-Senchak owner of property located at 75 Duarte Pond Road.  The proposed project consists of the renovation and addition to an existing single-family dwelling, the construction of a pool house, installation of a sewage ejector pump and associated work, and a eight-foot wide construction road that will be turned into a six-foot path after construction of the pool house. The proposed work is located within the Buffer Zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland and Duarte’s Pond. Darran Reubens and George Sourati represented the applicant. 

 The work in the main house is largely to make the interior spaces bigger with the addition of a deck off the master bedroom.

The Pool House is not intended to be used as a bedroom. They have discussed different options for the foundation for this structure. It does not have to have a poured concrete foundation; it could be a block foundation. Peter asked if the pool house really needs to be located so far from the main house. Darran responded that the homeowner wants it in the woods.  Right now it is proposed to be at the bottom of the hollow. If it could be brought closer to the house, the bridge connecting it to the deck of the main house could be made shorter. 

The Commission is concerned about the creation of an eight-foot wide construction road through the Buffer Zone. This would in turn become a six-foot wide path. It would require a major alteration of the Buffer Zone; require serous terracing and the restoration would be extensive.  After a brief discussion, the architect offered to go back to his client to discuss the possibly of eliminating the need to do the construction road.  A motion to continue the hearing to November 23rd at 5:15PM was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Administrative

Bill Wilcox was asked to come speak to the Commission about the Massachusetts Estuaries Program and to update the board on the status of work being done to evaluate the Tisbury Great Pond and James Pond. 

This is a joint project with UMASS/Dartmouth School of Marine Science and Technology, DEP and the municipality.

In order to qualify for participation in the program there has to be three years of high quality water chemistry data. The Tisbury Great Pond has more than the required three years and James Pond has one year of not-so-good data. 

Bill outlined in detail how the funding is handled for the testing phase and the evaluation phase that includes the creation of watershed, circulation and water quality models for the pond.  The DEP and UMASS share fifty  (50) percent of the cost and the municipality is responsible for the other fifty (50) percent of the second phase of this program. 

With respect to James Pond, Bill is drafting a proposal for DEP funding under the 604b program to do the water testing. Money may also be available from the Eddy Foundation.  He has identified five stations and would like to train volunteers to take samples.

Bill will be meeting with Bruce Rosinoff (the Estuaries Program person on the Vineyard) to discuss which ponds on the Vineyard are next in line to start the second phase of this program. Bill did not think that the second stage for Tisbury Great Pond would begin until the spring of 2006 and James Pond until 2007 if it can get into the program. In order for James Pond to be eligible there needs to be public access to the Pond. Bill will get back to the Commission after this meeting to let us know when Tisbury Great Pond will go to the second phase. At that point the Commission would start working on the funding and preparation to take the matter to Town Meeting. 

Land Bank Advisory Board. Maria distributed materials on the role of the Land Bank Advisory Board and the attendance record for Richard Cohen since he has been the board’s representative.  Judy expressed an interest in the position but because most meetings are on Monday nights, it would not work for her.  At the last meeting it was voted that Richard would continue in the position for the next six months.  It was noted that the board would like to see Richard take a more active role in keeping the board informed on matter.

There being no new business the meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Maria McFarland

Board Administrator

APPROVED
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