WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

September 14, 2004

Present: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Tara Whiting, Peter Rodegast, Oceana Rames and Ebba Hierta

Absent: Patrick Phear and Richard Cohen 

Also present for all or part of the meeting: Chris Alley of Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn, Jill Hansen, Pat McCarthy, James and Nilda Prichard and Maria McFarland  

Judy Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:02 P.M. Judy said a few words about her time as chair of the Commission and announced that she was stepping down as Chair. She will stay on the Commission as a full member. The members thanked Judy for her all her years of hard work. A motion was made to appoint Prudy Burt as the new chair. There was no discussion. The motion carried unanimously. Prudy conducted the balance of the meeting.

The minutes of the August 24, 2004 meeting were approved. Judy abstained.

Map 8 Lot 2.1 – Continuation of a public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider an after-the-fact Notice of Intent filed by Andrew and Batsheva Salzman owners of property located at 8 Solviva Road.  The applicant is requesting a retroactive Order of Conditions for the prior, unauthorized alteration of a wetland area and buffer zone. The applicant proposes to re-grade, and plant sedge grass and other indigenous wetland plants.

As of today, Mr. Salzman has still not submitted the required plans to DEP so they cannot issue a file number. He did submit the requested letter by e-mail on August 15, 2004 agreeing not to do any work on the site and to hiring a consultant in the spring to delineate the wetlands.  A motion to continue the public hearing to September 28th at 5:10 PM was seconded and unanimously approved.

Map 3 Lot 85.5 –Continuation of a public meeting under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by the West Tisbury Fire Department for property located at 31 Blackwater Hollow Road. The project consists of maintainence dredging to remove sediment from a fire pond. Chief Estrella called to request a continuance until September 28th. He needs to speak to the property owners to see if they will share in the cost of doing this work, and he is waiting for a plan from Kent Healy. A motion to continue the public hearing to September 28thth at 5:20 PM was seconded and unanimously approved.

Map 7 Lot 150.2 - Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Notice of Intent filed by Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn on behalf of Harry Rodrigues for property owned by Gloria Manning located at 29 Sachem Circle. The project consists of the construction of a driveway, installation of underground utilities and grading within the buffer zone of a bordering vegetated wetland.    

Chris Alley represented the applicant. Judy, Tara, Prudy, Peter, and Maria attended the September 8th site visit. Mr. Rodrigues is buying this property from Gloria Manning. He is being required to obtain a building permit as a condition to closing his financing.  Previously, the Board approved a well for this site under a Negative Determination of Applicability. Some fill had to be used in order to get the well rig in place. This will be taken out and used for the driveway. 

This hearing is on a new Notice of Intent. There are wetlands on the east and west sides of this lot. Technically the parts of the project that fall within the Buffer Zone include the driveway, parking area, and the water and electrical lines running along the driveway from the well and transformer.  On the submitted plan, the house, septic system and grading on the backside are shown as being outside the buffer zone.  There will be temporary disturbance around the perimeter of the house. One side of the house is right at the edge of the buffer zone.

The applicant is looking for flexibility with the layout of cutting in the driveway in order to minimize the number of trees to be removed.  Initially, the driveway and the building envelope (shown as a triangle on the plan) will be brush cut and tress to be removed will be flagged. The Commission will then conduct a site visit.  In terms of protection of the resource areas during the construction, Chris described the two areas. The southwest side is not too steep and there is a flat spot before the wetland. Silt fencing will be placed to protect the wetland on this side. On the northeast side, Colin Whites’ driveway is between this lot and the wetland. A small deck is proposed that is right up against the buffer zone line. The corner of the septic system is 103 ft. from the line. A little feathering of the grade will be required in the buffer zone but the main regrading is on the backside of the lot. Most of the excavation will take place outside the buffer zone. Excavated material will be taken off site.  The slope coming up to the house site is steep so the driveway will run diagonally across the slope to help with runoff. The driveway will have a pervious surface of hardener or blue stone but will not be paved. 

Chris was asked about landscaping. If landscaping is done, the applicant will submit a landscape plan for approval. The Commission decided that a reasonable limit of work area would be 10 feet around the perimeter of the structure. A brief discussion about gutters and the driveway determined that the house will have a gutter system and that silt fencing be placed within five feet of the driveway along the edge.

There was no further discussion. Prudy closed the hearing. A motion to approve the project as presented was seconded and the vote was unanimous.

Special conditions will include:

· Driveway and house site will be brush cut; trees to be removed will be flagged. Site inspection at this point. 

· Applicant will come back to Commission if work or landscaping enters Buffer Zone. 

· A ten (10) foot limit of work area around the perimeter of any structures will be marked in the field.

· The house will have a gutter and drywell system. 

·  Silt fencing along both sides of the driveway five feet out on either side. 

· No stockpiling of fill or excavated materials inside the buffer zone. 

Motion to approve conditions was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Map 7 Lot 127 - Public hearing under the Wetlands Protection Act and the West Tisbury Wetlands Protection Bylaw to consider a Notice of Intent filed by Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn on behalf of Jill Hansen for property at 112 Longview Road owned by CCH Family Limited Partnership. The proposed project consists of the construction of a single-family dwelling, garage, parking area, grading and associated site work within the buffer zone of a bordering vegetated wetland. Chris Alley and Jill Hansen were present to discuss the project.  The site visit attended by Peter, Prudy, Tara, Judy and Maria on September 8th. 

Jill Hansen is purchasing this lot, and the bank is requiring a building permit to close the financing, so they are on a tight deadline. Consequently, Chris included everything in the Notice of Intent application that potentially could be in the buffer zone. As the plan developed, most of the proposed work fell outside the buffer zone and technically could be withdrawn from the Notice of Intent. 

The only aspects of this project that remain in the buffer zone are a screened porch and patio on the back side of the house and re-grading to daylight for the bottom part of the house. The plan takes into consideration the topography of the lot, which is pretty severe, the design of the house and the zoning height limits.  The top of the hill is really the flattest part of the property.  The elevation of the house was set based on the height of the house and the zoning height limits. This in turn set the floor of the house, the elevation of the basement level and bringing that elevation to daylight determined the limit of excavation which is shown on the plan as 65 feet from the edge of the wetland. The plan shows silt fence running from a large beech tree to a smaller beech tree in the southeast corner. The driveway takes advantage of an existing old roadbed that runs through the lot. The septic system, garage and most of the house are outside the board’s jurisdiction.  The excavation for the walk out basement and the screened porch are within the board purview.

Asked about landscaping plans, Jill Hansen said that the area beyond the patio would be left natural and new plantings would be native. There is no plan for a manicured lawn but they may do some trees. There are some trees they would like to save.  There don’t appear to be any significant runoff issue as the area will be flat.  The slope is about 28 %.  Prudy stated that silt fence, if done correctly, would be sufficient. She added that there is an old road cut into the hill, which creates a level spot before any runoff gets to the wetland. 

Peter pointed out that the streambed is intermittent so this is not a Riverfront Area. 

Prudy asked for questions from the audience. Mr. James Prichard asked what makes this a wetland area. Peter responded that the soils and topography make the area wet and there is an intermittent stream that runs through the area. Hydric soils and certain types of plants indicate a wetland area. There were no further questions.

The hearing will remain open pending the receipt of a DEP file number.  The applicant asked if the application could be voted on prior to receiving the DEP file number. No. The standing procedure is too keep a hearing open until the file number is in hand.  The applicant agreed to continue the hearing to the next meeting. The applicant was assured that the Order of Conditions would be promptly issued after the close of the hearing on September 28th. A motion was made and seconded to continue the hearing to September 28th at 5:30 PM. Motion passed unanimously. 

Conditions for this project will include:

· Silt fencing as shown on the plan, gutters and drywells will be used to direct runoff towards the road.

· A landscape sketch or plan will be submitted for approval

· Organic slow release fertilizers

· Stockpiling of fill or excavated material outside the buffer zone.  

Motion to approve conditions was seconded and unanimously approved. 

Old Business Humphrey’s Bridge

Maria reported that Jen Rand, Executive Secretary called the State Highway Dept and found out that they have been doing test borings and that they are in the very early design stage for repairing the bridge near Humphrey’s. Once the state reaches the 25% design phase (have the plan designed 25% of the way) they will have the first public hearing. So far it looks like it will be a boxed culvert. Prudy said her concern was that the bridge not look like the bridge in Chilmark at Quista Landing.  Maria has some information on alternative materials in bridge design. Patrick has also done some research.   The work is scheduled for 2007.

Flatlands – Judy updated the board. Not much has happened in the last 4 months. Title work is still being done. A planner will be coming in to talk to the group about how to proceed. 

New Business

Discussion on Districts of Critical Planning Concern (DCPC).

Maria will speak with Jo-Ann Taylor about procedures surrounding creating DCPC”s.  The Commission will send the Selectmen a letter offering to work with them, other town boards and the town of Chilmark on a DCPC on the Great Pond. The letter will be copied to the Chilmark Conservation Commission and the MVC. 

Administrative

Map 32 Lot 108 – Site visit conducted on September 8th. Pictures were circulated. Everything was in order.  Commission voted to sign the Certificate of Compliance.

There being no new business the meeting adjourned at 6: 25 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria McFarland

Board Administrator

APPROVED
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