WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

JOINT MEETING WITH CHILMARK CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

December 15, 2004

Present For West Tisbury: Prudy Burt Chair, Judy Crawford, Ebba Hierta, and Peter Rodegast

Present For Chilmark: Bruce Bartels, David Flanders, Ray Kellman, Richard Steves, Pam Goff, Kris Henrickson, and Rusty Walton

Also Present for all or part of the meeting: Skipper Manter

The purpose of the meeting was to talk about the health and future of Tisbury Great Pond (TGP), particularly in regards to nutrient loading and shellfish and the benefits of managing TGP from a two-town perspective, since both towns front on the pond and contain most of the watershed for the pond. The discussion focused primarily on the importance of getting the TGP into the Estuaries Project, the associated costs to each town, and the fact that the MVC already has the three years of sampling data to qualify the pond for the program. 

Richard Steves asked if we really know if there are nutrient loading issues facing the pond. Reference was made to the study that the MVC had done in 2000 which found that that the pond, at that time, was already approaching the low end of nutrient loading capacity. 

Ebba spoke about the Dermo that is affecting the oyster population in TGP, and referred to studies for Chesapeake Bay that show that shellfish populations already stressed by nutrient loading are made more susceptible to things like Dermo. 

All present agreed that there were signs that the health of the pond was declining. 

Richard Steves asked about the “hard sell” at town meeting, i.e. convincing the voters at town meeting to authorize the money.   West Tisbury members stressed that the resulting computer model that will be generated from the Estuaries Project will pinpoint where the biggest problem areas are for the pond, and will help us decide where solutions could be implemented with the most bang for our buck. The key argument is that the science will speak for itself; it is defensible and that is what all decisions should be based on. Without the information from the Estuaries Project, we are flying without a net. 

It was suggested that the Chilmark board meet with Bill Wilcox and that another joint meeting be held in the next couple of months.

Respectfully submitted,

Prudence Burt

West Tisbury Conservation Commission Chair
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