WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

August 12, 2003

 

 

 

Present: Judy Crawford, Chair, Peter Rodegast, Prudy Burt, Richard Cohen, Oceana Rames, Tara Whiting and Patrick Phear

 

Also present for all or part of the meeting: Bernice Kirby, Doug Hoehn of Schofield, Barbini & Hoehn, Inc. and Maria McFarland

 

Ms. Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM.

 

The minutes of the July 22, 2003 meeting were approved with one addition. Richard Cohen, Tara Whiting and Oceana Rames abstained.

 

5:10 PM   Public Hearing on a Notice of Intent filed by Schofield Barbini & Hoehn Inc. on behalf of George Szackas, Trustee, owner of property located at Prince’s Meadows Road Map 22 Lots 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.12 and 4.14.  The project consists of selective clearing of vegetation to preserve the view of Priester’s Pond. Doug Hoehn presented the project for Mr. Szackas. Bernice Kirby an abutter to the property was also in attendance.  Patrick, Tara, Peter, Oceana and Maria attended the site visit on August 7, 2003.

 

Doug submitted a revised site plan dated July 14, 2003. The revised plan shows the layout of two fifteen-degree (15°) view channels and the areas of proposed selective vegetation clearing. This clearing includes brush cutting to 3ft minimum height and selective limbing of existing trees. Two of the five lots involved in this application have houses on them.  The main house is situated on lot 4.12 and is approximately 440 ft. from the edge of the pond and the closest house located on lot 4.1 is 240 ft. from the edge of the pond.  The remaining lots are vacant. [Note: The Commission issued a Determination of Applicability for this site on March 20, 2000 for some unauthorized brushing cutting done on lot 4.12. The establishment of permanent view channels was not part of that application.]

 

 Questions raised at the site visit were asked again. Was it possible to achieve a better view from the house on lot 4.1 by cutting the hedge?  Possibly. However, the hedge is out of the Buffer Zone and they don’t need Commission approval to lower that hedge. Was Mr. Szackas concerned abut opening the view of the pond so that his property was more visible to people using the Land Bank property? No.

 

The hearing was closed. A motion was made to accept the project as described in the Notice of Intent and shown on the revised plan. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. The following Special Conditions were then discussed.

 

1) 1)      The view channels will be flagged at the site.

2) 2)      A site visit is required to review the flagging before work begins.

3) 3)      Brush cutting is allowed in the area shown on the plan and shall be limited to a height of 3 ft. above the ground. 
4) 4)      No cutting shall take place below the top of the bank without the prior approval of the Commission. 
5) 5)      All work will be done with hand tools.  No heavy equipment is to be used.

6) 6)      No cutting is to be done in the wetland or pond.

7) 7)      Long-term maintenance cutting is permitted between November 1st and March 1st.

 

A motion was made to approve the Special Conditions. Motion carried. 

Old Business
 

Brandy Brow - Maria will ask Rich Olsen to remove the dead wood near the monument and to do maintenance mowing for the rest of the season. The Edgartown Road side of the property does not need to be mowed until April 2004 and then once every two or three weeks.

New Business
 

Maria reported that Rez Williams was in the office in late July to ask if the Commission was doing anything about the algae on the Mill Pond.  Maria told Mr. Williams that she would ask Bill Wilcox if he would take a look at the pond and that she would put this item on the agenda for the August 12th meeting. Mr. Williams was invited to attend the meeting to discuss this matter.  Bill Wilcox responded to the request with an e-mail dated August 7, 2003 outlining his opinion based on a brief visit to the pond. A copy of his report was forwarded to Mr. Williams.  The Commission reviewed Bill’s memo (a copy of which is available for review in the Commission office.)  Judy stated that she has recently had several phone calls about the condition of the pond.  Prudy has spoken to Kent Healy who has been monitoring the Mill Brook, the “Whiting” ditch and the Mill Pond since the spring.  Kent would not recommend dredging the pond because of the loss of silt on the bottom.  A motion was made to monitor the Mill Pond situation and to wait for the results of Kent Healy’s project. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  

 

Administrative
 

The Commission reviewed the resume of Ebba Hierta and discussed the interview conducted with her at the July 22nd meeting.  Ms. Hierta was the only applicant for the position. A motion was made to recommend Ms. Hierta to the Board of Selectmen for appointment to the Commission as an Associate Member. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

 

The final revised draft of the proposed By-law dated 7/30/03 was reviewed. Prudy raised one concern regarding whether the By-law addressed the issue of nutrients. It does. The regulations will deal with this issue more directly.  A motion to approve the 7/30/03 version of the proposed By-law was made, seconded and unanimously approved. Oceana Rames will prepare a calendar of events for public hearings.

 

There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 PM.

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maria McFarland

Administrative Assistant

APPROVED

 

 

 

