WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

June 24, 2003

 

 

Present: Judy Crawford Chair, Prudy Burt, Ocean Rames, Peter Rodegast, Tara Whiting, and Patrick Phear

Also present for all or part of the meeting: Chris and Linda Daly, and Maria McFarland

Absent: Richard Cohen

 

Ms. Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM.

 

The minutes of the June 10, 2003 meeting were approved.

 

Map 1 Lot 37 Daly to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability filed by Christopher and Linda Daly for property located at 62 Naushon Road.   The applicant is seeking a retroactive Determination of Applicability for the prior unauthorized cutting of trees and brush in the area depicted on a plan filed with the application. Work was done in a Resource Area and in the Buffer Zone. Approval is also sought for the following new work:

1) 1)      planting of trees in the buffer zone along Naushon and Brickworks Road to provide screening;

2) 2)       maintaining the Resource Area and Buffer Zone by applying Rodeo to tips of vines and keeping the area brush cut;
3) 3)       removal of soils placed in the Resource Area
4) 4)       seeding bare spots with grass, wildflowers and shrubs;
5) 5)       complete removal of vines, limbing as needed; and
6) 6)      removal of dead trees and trimming of branches hitting the house.
 

Rusty Walton, the wetlands consultant for the Daly’s was unable to attend the meeting. The Daly’s explained that they have owned this property for fifteen years but have never really done much work in the yard. Now they are getting the property ready to sell. This property was once part of the Brickworks. There is what appears to be a wooded swamp containing a grove of Bettlebung trees that had become completely overgrown with vines. The Dalys had done significant work to remove the vines from this stand of trees prior to coming before the Commission for an Order of Conditions to work in a Resource Area. The rest of the lot is almost entirely Buffer Zone (within 100ft of a wetland) and the ground is the extensively embedded with old brick. 

 

In terms of permitting the unauthorized work, the Commission would like a determination from Rusty Walton as to exact nature of the wetland before deciding if this work required the filing of a Notice of Intent. Is it an isolated area subject to flooding, a bordering vegetated wetland or a wooded swamp?  The Dalys said this area is not usually wet and they thought that Rusty did not have any issue with the work done in the Resource Area except that soil pushed into the area needs to be removed in order to preserve the continuity of the wetland.  

 

A motion was made to continue the public meeting to the July 8, 2003 meeting at 5:10PM so that Rusty could be present to provide the board with the technical 

information needed to make a decision on this application. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. 

 

Old Business
 

Map 1 Lot 33 John Long.  Judy, Patrick and Maria met with Mr. Long on June 10, 2003. Mr. Long may work with Glenn Provost to complete the Notice of Intent required under the Enforcement Order.  At the site visit Mr. Long said he would put up hay bales to stem the flow of silt towards the stream and he apologized for what he said was the over zealous workmen who cut down a stand of bettlebung trees. 

 

Map 10 Lots 175 & 177. At the June 10, 2003 meeting Bob Julier a Trustee of Stoney Hill Farms Trust came to the Commission to make the members aware of a proposal presented to the Selectmen by Helen Abdallah Donohue owner of Map 10 Lot 164. Ms Donohue has asked the Town if she could purchase these two lots so that she could have a well and septic system to serve Lot 164. Lots 175 and 176 abut other property held by the Conservation Commission in this neighborhood and are near Greenlands. The neighbors would like to see these lots remain vacant. Mr. Julier said that there are already six affordable housing lots in this neighborhood. He wondered if the Commission would be interested in acquiring these lots. The Commission thanked Mr. Julier for bringing this to the boards’ attention and asked Maria to research the matter.  Reference is made to the Selectmen’s minutes of May 7, 2003 for a review of their discussion on this matter. As of June 23, 2003 the Selectmen have had no further discussion.  According to the Assessor’s records Lot 175 is held by the Town and Lot 176 is held by the Conservation Commission. The Commission tabled this matter until the Selectmen resolve the affordable housing issues.

 

Map 6 Lot 1.0 Obed Daggett Road Patricia White. The Planning Board minutes of May 5, 2003 had an item concerning an inquiry from Glenn Provost about whether this lot is considered an “open” or “wooded” lot landscape per the zoning bylaw. At the Planning Board meeting of June 2, 2003 it was determined that the lot is a “wooded” landscape. Simone DeSorcy, the board Administrator said the owner is trying to decide what to do with the existing house in terms of renovation or rebuilding. As of June 23rd no applications have been filed with respect to this lot. 

 

Administrative
There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Maria McFarland

Administrative Assistant

APPROVED

