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WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MINUTES OF MEETING

April 15, 2003

Present: Judy Crawford Chair, Prudy Burt, Peter Rodegast, Patrick Phear, Tara Whiting, and Oceana Rames

Also present for all or part of the meeting:  Lloyd Raleigh and Maria McFarland

Absent: Richard Cohen 

Ms. Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:03 PM.

The minutes of the March 25, 2003 meeting were approved as written. The Commission did not hold a meeting on April 8, 2003.

Hearings

Notice of Intent filed by The Trustees of Reservations owner of property located at 1 

Long Point Road Map 36 Lot 28, Map 41, Lot 1 and Map 43, Lot 8. 

 The project consists of habitat restoration and maintenance including but not limited to

 burning, grazing, clearing and mowing of early successional habitats as set forth in

 the Long Point Management Plan (the “Plan”).  Lloyd Raleigh represented the 

Trustees. Mr. Raleigh explained the burning process and how it is funded in part by the

 Nature Conservancy. They are also seeking permission to use sheep for grazing and 

clearing by machine. Each approach to habitat restoration works best during a particular 

season. Burns are limited to the spring, the ideal time to mow is August and grazing 

could take place during the middle of the summer. After a brief discussion the hearing 

was closed. A motion was made to approve the project as presented. The motion 

was seconded and unanimously approved.

 The Commission then reviewed the draft of the special conditions.  The Order of

 Conditions will be extended to five years to allow the Trustees sufficient time to

 implement the burn project as set forth in the Plan. No other projects proposed by the 

Plan that fall under the Commission’s jurisdiction are approved by this Order.  The 

Trustees will provide the Commission with a yearly work schedule.  The application of 

herbicides will be to stumps only and will be done under the direction of a certified 

pesticide applicator.  A motion was made to approve the special conditions. The 

motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Old Business

Greenlands

 The Commission has received Town Counsel’s opinion on the use of Great Plains Road for access to Greenlands. In summary, the opinion states that the Commission does not have this right.  The opinion of Reynolds, Rappaport & Kaplan dated April 14, 2003 is available for review in the Commission office.  Maria will contact the Land Bank and Susan Phelps to let them know that the Commission still wants to proceed with this project minus the parking spaces planned for a trailhead on Great Plains Road.  Maria will discuss with Susan the best way to go forward with the informing the neighborhood association.

Administrative

Tara volunteered to draft a letter to Governor Romney in opposition to his proposal to revamp the Department of Environmental Protection.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Maria McFarland

Administrative Assistant

APPROVED
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