WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES OF MEETING

November 13,2002

Present: Judy Crawford Chair, Prudy Burt, Patrick Phear, Peter Rodegast, Margaret Cook, and

Oceana Rames and Tara Whiting-Watson

Absent: Richard Cohen
Also present for ail or part of the meeting: Chris Easan, Joseph Capece, David Steere,
Kenneth Campbell, Lawrence Brandon, Carol Brandon. Hallie Mentzel. Alvin Mentze!.
Allan Whiting, Prudy Whiting, Timothy Maley, Eileen Maley, Sally Gay and Maria

McFariand
Ms. Crawford called the meeting to order at 5:OOPM. Minutes: The minutes of the October 22, 2002 meeting were accepted as written.

Map 3 Lot 2.1 237 Lambert's Cove Road Request for Determination of Applicability for
property owned by Mary Tavares, Trustee of RFS Trust and Francis C. Sutula. The applicant is seeking a determination as to whether a proposed driveway is located in an area subject to the Wetlands Protection Act. The applicant submitted a letter dated November 12, 2002 requesting a continuation that was read into the minutes. Mr. Sutula would like to submit clearer plans and arrange for an engineer to stake the site. He also asked if we could conduct a Friday site visit. A motion was made to grant the continuance. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved. A Friday site visit would be possible. Maria will notify Mr. Sutula.

Notice of Intent filed by the Trustees of Reservations owner of property located at 330 Long Point Road Map 42 Lot 1. The project involves the construction of a wildlife viewing blind at the edge of Long Cove Pond and the extension of an existing walking trail in the Buffer Zone to access the blind. Chris Eagan and Joe Capece presented the project. Judy asked if it was possible to have the path to the blind be brush cut so that it meanders to the blind. Peter asked if the blind would he hidden. Chris said you wi11 see it. if you are kayaking in the pond but it will not be visible from the other trails. Judy thought it fell nicely in line with the level of the trees. DEP has not issued its file number yet. A motion was made to continue the hearing until the next scheduled meeting in order to determine if the DEP has any comments on the project. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Continuation of the Public Hearing on Map 35 Lot 6.132 - 136 Plum Bush Point Notice of
Intent filed by Vineyard Land Surveying on behalf of Robert Goodman. The project consists of selective cutting in the Buffer Zone on Mr. Goodman's property and on adjacent property owned by Allan Kaufrnan located at 142 Plum Bush Point Map 35 Lot 6.133. Peter Wells presented the project. DEP issued a file number with no comments. The Board received a letter from the Land Bank dated October 28, 2002 asking the Commission to "take whatever actions are available tot you to minimize clearing which might expose any buildings to view from the Sepiessa Point reservation" The Commission reviewed the Special Conditions for this project. A motion was made to close the hearing. Motion carried. A
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motion was made to approve the project as set forth in the Notice of Intent and as shown on the plans submitted with the application subject to the Special Conditions reviewed and approved by the Commission. The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Informal meeting with Kent Heaiy and Riparian Owners along the Mill Brook.
The purpose of the meeting was to share information with the Riparian Owners and to start a dialogue about the best way to keep the Mill Brook and the "Whiting" canal healthy. Kent, who is a civil engineer, introduced himself and explained his interest in this matter. He is doing this research as a hobby. He has been trying to figure out the hydrology of the Tisbury Great Pond for several years and has had stream gauges on the Tiasquam and the Mill Brook.

This past summer there was very little rain and the previous winter there was little rain on the main watershed of the island so the water levels are down. Consequently the flow in the brook is way down. Also, due to the lack of rain the previous winter the ground water in this area is way down, and the fact that the pond has been open for almost three months has kept the water table down. It has changed over the last few weeks because we've gotten some rain but during the summertime the Mill Brook was basically perched on the sand. The only reason there was a brook at all is because of the muck that has accumulated over the years. For instance, at the Brandon's, the water level in the Brook was a foot higher than the ground water table underneath. At the Mill dam near the well for the Police Station the water level at the Mill Pond is four feet above the ground water table. So the water is seeping out of the brook area. It flows on the surface for a while and then it soaks into the ground. The rate at which it soaks in depends on how much water is coming down the brook and also the permeability of the sands and how far below the surface of the sand the ground water table is.

Kent gave a brief history of the construction of the "Whiting" canal that feeds Parsonage Pond. m the early 1900's, Johnson Whiting created a farm pond that would dry up in the summertime. By cutting a canal and running the water down above the level of the brook, unu-emeaLh iiie i_)tate xvoau. anu. mio -i arsonage j. onu. iiC Vv^s auic lo Keep m.e ponu. xu-ii year round. Today it works fine as long as there is excess water to fill the canal. A dam at Scotchmen's Lane diverts the water from the brook and allows it to run down the canal into the Parsonage Pond. Patrick Phear asked if the canal is just a ditch or is it lined. Allan Whiting said that the canal is a combination ditch and levy. A dirt levy keeps water in the brook and keeps it from running over into the swampy area between the canal and the brook. David Steere said that the swampy area between the canal and the brook used to be a field.

Issues Water for Maley's Pond
About ten years ago it was determined that the Maley's pond would be a good fire pond. The Town paid to have a hydrant installed in the pond to allow the fire department to pump into a pipe that runs from Maley's from the west up past the library. There is a hydrant next to
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Alleys. This summer Maley's pond was way down. The suction pipe was out of the water so there was no water to be retrieved out of the fire pond. There was no water going over the little dam which is on the west side of Mill Pond which feeds Factory Brook which in turns feeds Maley's pond. There was almost no water going over the Mill Dam itself. There was however still quite a bit of water going underneath Scotchmen's Lane at the bridge - about 2 cubic ft. per second. Where was the water going? All the sand in between Scotchmen's
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and into the ponds along the brook. Whenever the water is diverted from the stream it soaks into the sand. There isn't enough water for everyone to have a private pond and still have enough water to supply the fire pond at the Maley's.

Leaks and Holes
David Steere said that the biggest problem with the brook is that there are too many leaks in both the canal and the brook. As far as he knows the last time the canal was repaired was before the Russell's built their house. George Manter used to walk along this area and dig and patch where the muskrats break through.

Allan Whiting said he recently did some work along the canal. Starting at the Russell's he and JeffDando worked on it last summer when things were bad. There was plenty of water and there was flow. He skipped the area by Margaret Logue and David Steere because he knows that David will take care of business if his own pond is down. As he proceeded down the canal toward the Parsonage Pond he found five holes which he tentatively repaired using plywood, stakes and burlap. He noted that branches and leaves had collected along the way. Now that he has done some work there is good flow again and the pond is filling up. There are trees down in the levy that blocks the flow. To him the issue is mostly one of maintenance.

Another part of the problem is that the culvert that goes under the road and into the

Parsonage Pond is high. Access to the brook is an issue because tile bacKsj.u.e ot it slopes down toward the swampy area, which makes it tough to walk along.

Allan and David agreed that the levy works fine. Allan doesn't know whether the weeds on the sides of the Parsonage Pond will die now that the pond is starting to fill back up.

Ken Campbell described the situation at his property. He owns the old Foote property next to the old Irving property. He was able to provide a good description of the state of the brook in his back yard and on the Mentzel's property.

Sally Gay said there hasn't been any water in the Gay pond for a long time. David Steere said that nothing has really changed along the brook except the addition of the Logue pond in the 80's.

Allan agreed with David in the sense that there is plenty of water but that we are loosing some of it into the center swamp area and there is a drought so the whole sand plain is down.
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If someone requests permission for a new pond or requests to dredge an existing pond some kind of clay liner should be put down. Parsonage Pond like all the other ponds in that it is fed by surface water and is perched above the ground water table. If you stop the flow the water level will drop. Judy asked Kent to give the group some more information about lining ponds. Kent informed that you could create a pond almost anywhere and feed it from the rain if you have a good liner. If not you need to feed it from another source, such as a well,

('"T'nof pr" r'T'^oi/'
David thinks that the canal needs to be dredged and the sides built up. The water level in the canal is several feet above the water level in the brook. Patrick asked if the wetland existed before the creation of the canal. It was all pasture according to pictures David has seen. Judv asked if there was more leaking from one side than the other. David said it is leaking
''                                                                                                                                               "                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       0

from all sides. Remedies

Kent would like permission from the Riparian Owners to poke around and get some elevations of the various ponds and see which way the water is going. This would help him get a handle on what might happen if we did certain dungs. He is not sure just yet what he thinks the owners should do. One of the things that would allow him to talk about where it is leaking is to put monitoring wells near the brook. He did one at the Brandon's and found that the water level in the brook was about at foot above the ground water table. He might also check for where the holes are. Then the Riparian owners can deal with the repairs. Kent would be glad to provide the owners with the necessary information to make decisions about what to do. With respect to Parsonage Pond, Kent would like to put a monitoring pipe there to see how much below the level of the pond the ground water is. Tara Whiting said that would be fine with her.

Judy summarized bv saying that Kent is asking people for permission to go on their land to u.o 30IHG ^oocQfig aroun^-i.- Ci.xCCcC me CiiCvs.i-.Lons anu. sci- d^tsss - wii.a.i.svsT '.'.g 1.5^1.3 is Tmpo'.'-a.'ni-in terms of determining the flow and water levels of the brook and the canal. Everyone present agreed mis was a good plan and gave Kent verbal permission to go on their land whenever he needed to. When Kent feels he has enough data we can reconvene the group and he will report the findings. People want to do different things and have different ideas about how work in this area should be handled. The Conservation Commission wants to be sure that work that falls within the jurisdiction of the Commission be properly permitted before it begins. It was agreed that this was a good airing of the issues surrounding maintenance of the brook and dredging of the ponds. Kent would like to begin his work this winter. Patrick suggested another meeting in the summer so that more of the Riparian Owners would be available to attend. We will send out a single letter to the Riparian Owners, letting them know the plan and if they object they could let us know.
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Administrative
There will only be one meeting in December. The fourth Tuesday in December is Christmas Eve.

There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40PM.
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