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WEST TISBURY 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

WARRANT FOR 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

 
 

County of Dukes County, SS 
To Either of the Constables of the Town of West Tisbury, 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
 In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts you are hereby directed to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of West Tisbury qualified to vote in elections and in Town affairs to 
meet in the West Tisbury Elementary School, Old County Road, in said Town on Tuesday 
the Eighth day of April, two thousand and eight, at seven o’clock in the evening; then and 
there to act on the articles of this Warrant. 
 
 And to meet again in the West Tisbury Public Safety Building (North Tisbury Fire 
Station) in said West Tisbury on Thursday, the Tenth Day of April, at Twelve O’Clock 
Noon at the Polling Place, then and there to act on Article 1 of the Warrant by the election of 
Officers on the Official Ballot. 
 
 The polls for voting on the Official Ballot will be opened at Twelve O’Clock Noon 
and shall be closed at Eight O’Clock in the Evening. 
 
ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Officers on the Official Ballot: 
 One Moderator for One Year 
 One Member of the Board of Selectmen for Three Years 
 One Member of the Board of Health for Three Years 
 One Member of the Board of Assessors for Three Years 
 One Treasurer for One Year 
 One Tax Collector for One Year 
 One Town Clerk for One Year 
 One Tree Warden for One Year 
 One Constable for Three Years 
 Two Members of the Finance Committee for Three Years 
 Two Library Trustees for Three Years 

One Member of the Planning Board for Five Years 
Two Members of Parks and Recreation for Three Years 
One Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank Commissioner for Three Years 
 

And also to vote by ballot Yes or No on the following ballot question. 
 
QUESTION 1: Shall the Town of West Tisbury be allowed to exempt from the provisions of 
proposition two and one-half, so-called, the amounts required to pay for bonds to be issued in 
order to finance the renovation and restoration of the Town Hall, including the construction of 
an addition thereto, the remodeling, reconstructions and making of extraordinary repairs to the 
existing building, original equipment and furnishings, landscaping, paving and other site 
improvements incidental or directly related thereto, and including the cost of moving to and 
leasing temporary quarters while the project is being carried out and related borrowing costs? 
 
ARTICLE 2: To hear reports of the Town Officers and Committees and act thereon. 
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ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Personnel By-law by deleting the 
current wage scale at Section 26-3 and inserting the following wage scale (see below) to be 
effective July 1, 2008 and by deleting the current Police Wage Scale at Section 26-4 and 
inserting the following wage scale (see below) to be effective July 1, 2008.  

(NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 

Section 26-3 
Wage Scale 

Grade   Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 

1 Hourly 14.02 14.72 15.46 16.23 17.04 17.89 18.78 19.72 

  35 hrs 25,614.54 26,893.44 28,245.42 29,652.21 31,132.08 32,685.03 34,311.06 36,028.44 

  40 hrs 29,273.76 30,735.36 32,280.48 33,888.24 35,579.52 37,354.32 39,212.64 41,175.36 

2 Hourly 14.99 15.74 16.53 17.36 18.23 19.14 20.10 21.11 

  35 hrs 27,386.73 28,756.98 30,200.31 31,716.72 33,306.21 34,968.78 36,722.70 38,567.97 

  40 hrs 31,299.12 32,865.12 34,514.64 36,247.68 38,064.24 39,964.32 41,968.80 44,077.68 

3 Hourly 16.04 16.84 17.68 18.56 19.49 20.46 21.48 22.55 

  35 hrs 29,305.08 30,766.68 32,301.36 33,909.12 35,608.23 37,380.42 39,243.96 41,198.85 

  40 hrs 33,491.52 35,161.92 36,915.84 38,753.28 40,695.12 42,720.48 44,850.24 47,084.40 

4 Hourly 17.17 18.03 18.93 19.88 20.87 21.91 23.01 24.16 

  35 hrs 31,369.59 32,940.81 34,585.11 36,320.76 38,129.49 40,029.57 42,039.27 44,140.32 

  40 hrs 35,850.96 37,646.64 39,525.84 41,509.44 43,576.56 45,748.08 48,044.88 50,446.08 

5 Hourly 18.36 19.28 20.24 21.25 22.31 23.43 24.60 25.83 

  35 hrs 33,543.72 35,224.56 36,978.48 38,823.75 40,760.37 42,806.61 44,944.20 47,191.41 

  40 hrs 38,335.68 40,256.64 42,261.12 44,370.00 46,583.28 48,921.84 51,364.80 53,933.04 

6 Hourly 19.65 20.63 21.66 22.74 23.88 25.07 26.32 27.64 

  35 hrs 35,900.55 37,691.01 39,572.82 41,545.98 43,628.76 45,802.89 48,086.64 50,498.28 

  40 hrs 41,029.20 43,075.44 45,226.08 47,481.12 49,861.44 52,346.16 54,956.16 57,712.32 

7 Hourly 21.02 22.07 23.17 24.33 25.55 26.83 28.17 29.58 

  35 hrs 38,403.54 40,321.89 42,331.59 44,450.91 46,679.85 49,018.41 51,466.59 54,042.66 

  40 hrs 43,889.76 46,082.16 48,378.96 50,801.04 53,348.40 56,021.04 58,818.96 61,763.04 

8 Hourly 22.49 23.61 24.79 26.03 27.33 28.70 30.14 31.65 

  35 hrs 41,089.23 43,135.47 45,291.33 47,556.81 49,931.91 52,434.90 55,065.78 57,824.55 

  40 hrs 46,959.12 49,297.68 51,761.52 54,350.64 57,065.04 59,925.60 62,932.32 66,085.20 

9 Hourly 24.42 25.64 26.92 28.27 29.68 31.16 32.72 34.36 

  35 hrs 44,615.34 46,844.28 49,182.84 51,649.29 54,225.36 56,929.32 59,779.44 62,775.72 

  40 hrs 50,988.96 53,536.32 56,208.96 59,027.76 61,971.84 65,062.08 68,319.36 71,743.68 

10 Hourly 26.62 27.95 29.35 30.82 32.36 33.98 35.68 37.46 

  35 hrs 48,634.74 51,064.65 53,622.45 56,308.14 59,121.72 62,081.46 65,187.36 68,439.42 

  40 hrs 55,582.56 58,359.60 61,282.80 64,352.16 67,567.68 70,950.24 74,499.84 78,216.48 

11 Hourly 29.01 30.46 31.98 33.58 35.26 37.02 38.87 40.81 

  35 hrs 53,001.27 55,650.42 58,427.46 61,350.66 64,420.02 67,635.54 71,015.49 74,559.87 

  40 hrs 60,572.88 63,600.48 66,774.24 70,115.04 73,622.88 77,297.76 81,160.56 85,211.28 

12 Hourly 31.04 32.59 34.22 35.93 37.73 39.62 41.60 43.68 

  35 hrs 56,710.08 59,541.93 62,519.94 65,644.11 68,932.71 72,385.74 76,003.20 79,803.36 

  40 hrs 64,811.52 68,047.92 71,451.36 75,021.84 78,780.24 82,726.56 86,860.80 91,203.84 
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Section 26-4 
Police Wage Scale 

 
Grade   Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6 Step 7 Step 8 

PS-1 (7) Hourly 21.02 22.07 23.17 24.33 25.55 26.83 28.17 29.58 

  35 hrs 38,403.54 40,321.89 42,331.59 44,450.91 46,679.85 49,018.41 51,466.59 54,042.66 

  40 hrs 43,889.76 46,082.16 48,378.96 50,801.04 53,348.40 56,021.04 58,818.96 61,763.04 

PS-2 (8) Hourly 22.49 23.61 24.79 26.03 27.33 28.70 30.14 31.65 

Officer 35 hrs 41,089.23 43,135.47 45,291.33 47,556.81 49,931.91 52,434.90 55,065.78 57,824.55 

  40 hrs 46,959.12 49,297.68 51,761.52 54,350.64 57,065.04 59,925.60 62,932.32 66,085.20 

PS-3 (9) Hourly 24.42 25.64 26.92 28.27 29.68 31.16 32.72 34.36 

Corporal 35 hrs 44,615.34 46,844.28 49,182.84 51,649.29 54,225.36 56,929.32 59,779.44 62,775.72 

  40 hrs 50,988.96 53,536.32 56,208.96 59,027.76 61,971.84 65,062.08 68,319.36 71,743.68 

PS-4 (10) Hourly 26.62 27.95 29.35 30.82 32.36 33.98 35.68 37.46 

Sergeant 35 hrs 48,634.74 51,064.65 53,622.45 56,308.14 59,121.72 62,081.46 65,187.36 68,439.42 

  40 hrs 55,582.56 58,359.60 61,282.80 64,352.16 67,567.68 70,950.24 74,499.84 78,216.48 

PS-5 (11) Hourly 29.01 30.46 31.98 33.58 35.26 37.02 38.87 40.81 

  35 hrs 53,001.27 55,650.42 58,427.46 61,350.66 64,420.02 67,635.54 71,015.49 74,559.87 

  40 hrs 60,572.88 63,600.48 66,774.24 70,115.04 73,622.88 77,297.76 81,160.56 85,211.28 

 
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Personnel Bylaw (Section 26-3 & 
26-4) Salary plan, to reflect a salary adjustment of 3.0% effective July 1, 2008. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate such sums of money as 
may be necessary to defray Town Charges and Expenses for Fiscal Year 2009. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to Authorize the Treasurer and or Collector to 
enter into Compensating Balance Agreements during Fiscal Year 2009 as permitted by 
M.G.L., Chapter 44, Section 53F.  (NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 7:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Twenty-Four 
Thousand Dollars ($24,000) to be used by the Board of Assessors for a valuation update of 
real and personal property to meet triennial certification of values as required by 
Massachusetts State Law for Fiscal Year 2011.  (RECOMMENDED) 

 
ARTICLE 8:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Seventeen 
Thousand Three Hundred Forty-Three Dollars and Fifty-Six Cents ($17,343.56) in Fiscal 
Year 2009 for additional staff hours in the library as per the recommendation of the  
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.   (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 9:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Fourteen 
Thousand One Hundred Two Dollars and Thirty-Eight Cents ($14,102.38) in Fiscal Year 
2009 for salaries to maintain the current hours of operation in the library.  Hours of operation 
of the Library were increased by five hours per week beginning in Fiscal Year 2007 without 
commensurate salary appropriation.   (NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to expend the sum of Two Thousand Six 
Hundred Twenty-four Dollars and Forty-six cents ($2,624.46), surplus dog license fees, 
received from the county per M.G.L. Chapter 140, Section 172, for the support of the West 
Tisbury Free Public Library under the direction of the Library Trustees. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
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ARTICLE 11:  To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of M. G. L. Chapter 
44, Section 53E1/2 to authorize the establishment of a revolving fund for the purpose of 
receiving filing fees collected by the Conservation Commission under the West Tisbury 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations (“the Bylaw") to pay for expenses of the 
Commission related to the administration of the Bylaw, without further appropriation, said 
funds to be expended in an amount not to exceed Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) during 
Fiscal Year 2009, as approved by the Conservation Commission.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Thirty Three 
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Dollars ($33,650) to fund the Town of West Tisbury’s share of 
the administrative expenses of the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority in Fiscal Year 
2009; provided however, that the other five towns on Martha’s Vineyard vote in the 
affirmative to raise and appropriate their respective sums.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 13: To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of 
Twelve Thousand Four Hundred Eighty-Five Dollars ($12,485) for the purpose of purchasing 
a brush chipper for the Highway Department.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 14:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of Two 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000) for the purpose of repairing and resurfacing North 
Road and any other associated work.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 15:  To see if the Town will Appropriate the sum of Sixty Two Thousand Seven 
Dollars ($62,007)for reconstruction work on town roads under Chapter 291D and Forty Nine 
Thousand Six Hundred Ten Dollars ($49,610) under Chapter 291C of the Acts of 2004 and 
the provisions of Section 34(2)(a) of Chapter 90 of the M.G.L.  Said amount will be 
reimbursed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and is considered an available fund. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 16:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) for use by the Path’s Beside the Roads Committee for the purpose 
of completion of the path along the Edgartown/West Tisbury Road, including but not limited 
to police details and final engineering work.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 17:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) for use by the Path’s Beside the Roads Committee for the purpose 
of pre-development work including, but not limited to, the preliminary planning, engineering 
and advertising for public hearings for future proposed paths.  (NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 18: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars 
($15,000) from the Fire Department’s Fiscal Year 2008 Personnel Service line (220-5120) to 
the Fiscal Year 2008 Expenses line (220-5700) for the purpose of shingling part of Station 1 
roof ($12,000) and purchasing plantings for Station 2 ($3,000). (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 19:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($20,000) and transfer One Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1,550) 
from the Fire Hydrant Fund for the maintenance of the dry fire hydrants in town. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 20:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Sixty 
Thousand Dollars ($60,000) for the purpose of purchasing Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA) for the Fire Department.   (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 21: To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the SCBA Air Pack 
Stabilization Fund the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) plus any accumulated interest 
for the purpose of purchasing Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) for the Fire 
Department.   (2/3 VOTE REQUIRED, RECOMMENDED) 
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ARTICLE 22: Shall the Town require that all retirees, their spouses and dependents who are 
enrolled in Medicare Part A at no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents, or eligible for 
coverage thereunder at no cost to a retiree, their spouse or dependents, be required to enroll in 
a medicare health benefits supplement plan offered by the Town.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 23: To see if the Town will vote to establish under M.G.L. Chapter 40, Section 
5B, a new Stabilization Fund, the OPEB Stabilization Fund, for the purpose of setting aside 
funds towards future obligations for Other Post Employment Benefits, including health 
insurance, until such time as a Trust for that purpose is established.  Further, to see if the 
Town will vote to transfer the sum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000) in 
Free Cash to the OPEB Stabilization Fund.   (2/3 VOTE REQUIRED, RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 24:  To see if the Town will vote to act upon the recommendations of the 
Community Preservation Committee to appropriate and set aside for later expenditure from 
the Community Preservation Fund established pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44B, FY2009 
revenues, in the following amounts which are based on an assumed 75% match from the 
State: 
 

a. Open Space reserve $52,500 (10% of FY2009 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues); 

 

b. Historical Resources reserve $52,500 (10% of FY2009 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues); 

 

c. Community Housing reserve $52,500 (10% of FY2009 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues); 

 

d. Undesignated reserve $341,250 (65% of FY2009 Community Preservation Fund 
revenues); 

 
e. Administrative expense $26,250 (5% of FY2009 Community Preservation Fund 

revenues).  (RECOMMENDED) 
 

ARTICLE 25: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $5,050,000 for the renovation and 
restoration of the Town Hall, including the construction of an addition thereto, the 
remodeling, reconstructing and making of extraordinary repairs to the existing building, 
original equipment and furnishings, landscaping, paving and other site improvements 
incidental or directly related thereto, and including the cost of moving to and leasing 
temporary quarters while the project is being carried out and related borrowing costs; to 
authorize that this appropriation be met by transferring $117,233.24 from free cash, by 
transferring the following amounts of unexpended bond or note proceeds borrowed  or 
unexpended balances of prior appropriations authorized pursuant to the following votes of the 
Town: 

Amount Votes of Town 

 $27,581.30 January 13, 2004 (Article 16) 
 2,509.17 November 16, 1993 (Article 16) 
 2,351.49 April 11, 2006 (Article 13) 
 227.53 May 21, 1991 (Article 13) 
 67.19 April 13, 1999 (Articles 16 and 17) 

  and October 26, 1999 (Article 8) 
 30.08 May 21, 1991 (Article 13), 

 

 by authorizing the Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow 
$4,400,000 under G.L. c.44, §7 or any other enabling authority and by authorizing the 
Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow $500,000 under 
G.L. c.44B, §11 or any other enabling authority; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
take any other action necessary to carry out this project; provided, however, that this vote 
shall not take effect until the Town votes to exempt from the limitation on total taxes imposed 
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by G.L. c.59, § 21C (Proposition 2½) amounts required to pay the principal of and interest on 
the borrowing authorized by this vote. 

Note: The Community Preservation Committee recommends the appropriation from the 
Community Preservation Historical Resources reserve, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve as required, the sum of $100,000 per year for five 
consecutive years to support debt service for the Town Hall renovation bond issue in 
accordance with G.L. c.44, sec 11 as stated in the article above. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 26:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Historical Resources reserve the sum of $10,000, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve the sum of $40,000 for obtaining permits and developing 
site designs for the dredging and rehabilitation of Mill Pond.   (NOT RECOMMENDED) 

 
ARTICLE 27:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the balance of $77,844.20 
appropriated at Annual Town Meeting in April 2007 for the construction of a path along the 
East side of Old County Road, toward construction of a path along the West side of Old 
County Road” or any other language deemed appropriate by the CPC and/or counsel. 

(NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 28:  To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation 
Undesignated reserve the sum of $80,000 toward construction of a path along the West side of 
Old County Road.    (NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 29:   To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Community Housing reserve the sum of $45,000 to fund predevelopment costs, 
including access and electricity rights, for three affordable single-family homes on Bailey 
Park Road.    (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 30:   To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Community Housing reserve the sum of $20,000, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve the sum of $380,000, toward construction of affordable 
housing at 200 State Road being developed by the Island Housing Trust with funding by the 
Island Affordable Housing Fund; provided that eligible applicants will be selected with the 
West Tisbury Affordable Housing Committee and that the owners of the land to be developed 
execute an enforceable covenant or restriction running to the Town ensuring the perpetual 
affordability of the units created and that an appropriate portion of those units will be 
earmarked for low or moderate income recipients as those terms are defined in M.G.L. c. 44B. 

(NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 31:   To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Community Housing reserve the sum of $10,000, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve the sum of $40,000, to a fund administered by the Island 
Affordable Housing Fund to support second mortgage loans to qualified buyers of affordable 
housing; provided, that the owners of the land to be developed execute an enforceable 
covenant or restriction running to the Town ensuring the perpetual affordability of the units 
created and that an appropriate portion of those units will be earmarked for low or moderate 
income recipients as those terms are defined in M.G.L. c. 44B.  (NOT RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 32:   To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Community Housing reserve the sum of $10,000, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve the sum of $240,000, to fund construction of three 
additional affordable rental units at the Sepiessa Point Apartments. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 33:   To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from the Community 
Preservation Community Housing reserve the sum of $10,000, and from the Community 
Preservation Undesignated reserve the sum of $20,000, to provide rental subsidies for West 
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Tisbury applicants eligible for the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority’s Rental 
Conversion Program.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 34:   To see if the Town will vote to approve the following bylaw:  “A vote by 
written ballot shall be taken on any Town Meeting article if a motion is made, seconded and 
approved by twenty (20) voters (whether required by law to be a counted vote or not).  The 
results shall be announced in terms of the numbers of aye, nay or abstain votes cast.” 

(NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 35: To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of 
Twenty Nine Thousand Dollars ($29,000) for the purchase of one (1) new police vehicle. 

(RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 36:  To see if the Town will vote to establish a revolving fund under the 
provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53 E 1/2 for credited receipts from billing or 
reimbursements from Medicare, insurance or other entities related to the provision of health 
services; to be expended under the direction of the Board of Health for additional town health 
services with the total amount to be expended in the ensuing fiscal year not to exceed 
$12,000.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 37:  To see if the Town will vote pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 44, 
Section 53E1/2 to reauthorize a revolving fund for purposes of receiving from the Martha’s 
Vineyard Refuse Disposal and Resource Recovery District the fees collected at the West 
Tisbury local drop-off site and to pay the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse Disposal and Resource 
Recovery District for the expenses related to the operation of the West Tisbury local drop-off, 
without further appropriation, said funds to be expended in an amount not to exceed Ninety 
Nine Thousand Dollars ($99,000) during the fiscal year, as approved by the West Tisbury 
Board of Health.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 38:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate Sixteen Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($16,500) to be added to the Ambulance Replacement Stabilization Fund.  
 (2/3 VOTE REQUIRED, RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 39:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the amount of 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ( $15,000 ) to construct a multi purpose building, to be located on 
the grounds of the West Tisbury School, for use as the Parks and Recreation Summer 
Programs office.   (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 40:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into 
an intermunicipal agreement with the other five towns on the Island or into a contract with the 
County of Dukes County to provide a Vineyard Health Care Access Program.  In Fiscal Year 
2009 the County will pay Fifty Percent ($45,000) of the total cost of the program ($90,000) 
and the Towns will pay their proportionate share based on the Equalized Property Valuation 
as computed by the Department of Revenue for Fiscal Year 2008.  And to further see if the 
Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Six Thousand Three Hundred Ninety 
Dollars ($6,390) as its share of the program; provided however, that the other five island 
towns vote to appropriate and pay their respective sums.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 41:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into 
an intermunicipal agreement with the other five towns on the Island or into a contract with the 
County of Dukes County to provide an Integrated Pest Management Program, which will 
include Rodent Control (said program total cost is $70,000 less projected revenue of $20,000 
for a net cost of $50,000).  In Fiscal Year 2009 the County will pay Fifty percent ($25,000) of 
the net cost of the program ($50,000) and the towns will pay their proportionate share based 
on the Equalized Property Valuation as computed by the Department of Revenue for Fiscal 
Year 2008.  And to further see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of 
Three Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-One Dollars ($3,621) as its share of the program, 
provided however that the other five island towns vote to appropriate and pay their respective 
sums.  (RECOMMENDED) 
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ARTICLE 42:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into 
an intermunicipal agreement with the other five towns on the Island or into a contract with the 
County of Dukes County to provide an Engineering Program.  In Fiscal Year 2009 the Towns 
will pay One Hundred Percent ($65,000) of the total cost of the program and will pay their 
proportionate share based on the Equalized Property Valuation as computed by the 
Department of Revenue for Fiscal Year 2008.  And to further see if the Town will vote to 
Raise and Appropriate the sum of Nine Thousand Two Hundred Thirty Dollars ($9,230) as its 
share of the program; provided however, that the other five island towns vote to appropriate 
and pay their respective sums.  In the event the Town is unable to enter into an agreement or 
contract as described above, the Board of Selectmen may expend the $9,230.00 to purchase 
engineering services for the town.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 43:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of One 
Thousand Six Hundred Twenty-four Dollars and Fifty-three cents ($1,624.53) to pay unpaid 
bills from the prior fiscal year to Mid Island Repair Inc. for vehicle repair services provided to 
the West Tisbury Police Department.  (4/5 VOTE REQUIRED, RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 44:  To see if the Town will vote to hold the Annual Town Meeting on Saturday, 
April 4, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. for a one year trial basis.   
 
ARTICLE 45:  To see if the Town will vote to Raise and Appropriate the sum of Fifteen 
Thousand Dollars ($15,000) to hire a consultant to prepare a Classification and Compensation 
Plan, in consultation with the Personnel Board.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 46:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Personnel By-law at Section 26.0 
(The Classification Plan) by adding the position of Head of Circulation at Grade 6 on the 
Plan.  (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 47:  To see if the Town will vote to Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of Two 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000) to reduce the tax levy.   (RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 48:  To see how the Town desires to be recorded on the following non-binding 
resolution dealing with the installation of a wind turbine at the West Tisbury School. 
 
“Be it resolved that the voters of the Town of West Tisbury support efforts by the Up-Island 
Regional School District to determine the feasibility of installing a wind turbine at the West 
Tisbury School: the purpose of which is to utilize available renewable energy to offset a 
substantial portion of the annual cost of electricity at the school, which at current rates is 
approximately $70,000; and to provide the students with an educational experience in 
renewable energy”.   (NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 49:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Four 
Thousand Six Hundred Forty One Dollars ($4,641) to be expended in FY 2009 by the 
MVRHS School Committee for the purpose of maintaining the FY 2008 level of staffing of 
the high school music department.  (BY PETITION, NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 50:  To see if the Town will Appropriate from Free Cash the sum of One 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) for the purposes of funding West Tisbury’s share of 
the Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council’s annual budget.  

(BY PETITION, RECOMMENDED) 
 
ARTICLE 51:  To see if the Town will vote to communicate to all Island school 
administrations, school committees and town governments that they see significant value in 
providing education in the performing arts in Island schools.   

(BY PETITION, NO ACTION) 
 
ARTICLE 52: Shall the Town of West Tisbury Withdraw from the Up-Island School 
District?  (BY PETITION, NO ACTION) 
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 And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof in not 
less than six (6) public places in West Tisbury fourteen days at least before the holding of 
such meeting. 
 
 Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with doings thereon to the Town 
Clerk at the time and place of Meeting aforesaid. 
 
 Given under our hands this 12TH Day of March in the Year Two Thousand Eight. 
  
 
 

  ___________________________ 
    Glenn Hearn, Chairman 

 
 

___________________________ 
     Jeffrey S. Manter 

 
 

      ___________________________ 
       Dianne E. Powers 
 

WEST TISBURY SELECTMEN  
      

DATE: 
 

I have posted attested copies of the above Warrant in not less than six (6) public places 
in West Tisbury fourteen (14) days before such meeting. 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Timothy A. Barnett 
       Constable    
 
 
A true copy, attest:     ________________________________ 

Prudence M. Whiting 
Town Clerk 


