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TOWN OF WEST TISBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Open Space and Recreation Planning Survey 

 
The Town is in the process of updating its 2000-2005 Open Space and Recreation Plan. The Town has had an 
Open Space Plan since 1981 and has a long history of land stewardship. An update is necessary to qualify for 
State reimbursement programs for acquisition and protection of important open space.  This survey is being 
conducted as part of the update in order to understand the needs and concerns of citizens regarding open space 
and recreational facilities. 

 
“Open Space” in this survey is defined as public and privately owned undeveloped lands which are important for 
a variety of reasons, including recreation, agriculture, forestry, protection of drinking water, and the water quality 
of our ponds. Open space planning will help us to continue to preserve open space while allowing development 
to occur that maintains the rural character of the town.  

 
Please complete and return this survey by April 30, 2009. You may mail it to us - remember to add a stamp - or 
drop it in the Open Space Survey box at the Town Hall (12 Music Street) or Library. If you have any questions, 
please call the office at (508)-696-6404. 

 
Thank you very much for participating. 
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OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION SURVEY 

 
 

1. Do you feel there is a need to preserve open space in West Tisbury?    Yes __   No__ 
 
 

 
2. How important is it to you to preserve or protect the following: 
 
___ scenic vistas          
___ wildlife habitats     ___ walking trails 
___ historic areas     ___ bike trails/paths 
___ park land for passive recreation   ___ park land for active recreation 
___ trails for horseback riding    ___ public access to water bodies 
       ___access for hunting 
  
3. Please check the top five recreational facilities you feel are needed 
 
___bike trails      ___hiking/walking trails 
___conservation areas     ___public access to water bodies 
___children’s play areas    ___observing/studying wildlife habitat 
___ tennis courts     ___canoeing &/or kayaking access             
___horse back riding trials    ___basketball courts 
 ___shellfishing/fishing    ___family picnic areas 
___ baseball or softball field     
 
 
 
. Which open space property in West Tisbury is the favorite of you 

&/or your family? 
 
 
 
6. To preserve open space in town, would you: 

 
• Contribute some land to the town/state/land trust   Yes  No Not sure 
• Donate money to buy land     Yes No Not sure 
• Rewrite your deed to limit future development of your land Yes No Not sure 
• Sell land to the town at a “bargain price”   Yes No Not sure 
• Sell or contribute  a conservation restriction to protect 

Your land from future development   Yes  No Not sure 
• Sell land to the town at fair market value   Yes No Not sure 
• Other (specify)________________________   

 
 

 
7. Is there enough access to the ponds and coast?  Yes___ No___ Not sure___ 
 
 
8. Are you a year-round___ or seasonal___ resident?   9. What is your age? _____ 
 
  
10.  Additional comments: 
 
 
 

Thank you for your input. 
 

1 = not important 
2 = less important 
3 = neutral 
4 = important 
5 = very important 
 

4. What town actions do you favor to preserve open space? 
__Combination of public & private action 
__Receipt of conservation restrictions  
__Town purchase of land 
__Zoning for open space conservation 
__Mandatory dedication of open space by developers 
__Encourage MV Land Bank purchases in town 


